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ROBERT HENRYSON. 



Op Robert Henry soiij one of the most instructive of 
our okl fabulists, but better known to the English 
reader as tlie author of the Testament of Fair Creseide, 
appended to most of the common editions of Chau- 
cer's Troilus and Creseide, scarcely any biographical 
particulars are extant. Urry, in his edition of Chau- 
cer, says, ** The antbor of the Testament of Creseide, 
which might pass for the sixth book of this story, I 
have been informed by Sir James Erskinc, late Earl 
of Kelly, and divers aged scholars of the Scottish na- 
tion, was one Mr. Robert Henderson, (Henryson,) 
chief schoolmaster of Dunfermline/' Lord Haiics 
conjectures, that he officiated as preceptor to the 
Benedictine convent of that place. We find his 
name among the latest of the poets, whose dcatii is 

IMRT 5.] B 



2 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

lamented by Dunbar in his poem on the " Deth cf 
MakkarU:' 

In Dunfennling, deth hes tane Broun 
With gude Mr. Robert Henry soun. 

He appears, from the opening stanzas of his Te 
meat of Fair Creseide, to have lived to a good 
age, and happily not to have been without the c( 
forts which age demands. 

I made the fire, and beked me aboute. 
Than toke I drink, my spirites to comforte. 

And armid me wee! fro the cold thereoute. 
To cutte the winter night, and make it shorte, 
I toke a quere, and lefte al other sporte, - 

Writin by worthy Chaucer glorious. 

Of faire Creseide and lusty Troilus. 

The Testament appears to have been first printec 
a quarto form at Edinburgh, by Henry CharterS] 
1593. In 1611, it was reprinted, in ihe same fo: 
at the same place. In 1508, another tale fi 
Henryson's pen, entitled, Orpheus Kyng, and koto 
geid to hevyn and to kel to seik his quene, was prin 
by Chapman and Millar. Bagford, in his manusci 
notices relative to Typography, states, that a coll 
tion of FabiU, by Henryson, was printed at £d 
burgh by Andrew Hart, in the year 1621. Sucl 
collection, but in manuscript, is still preserved in 
Harleyan library ; and in the Bannatyne MS. Hen 
son's Fabils also occupy a considerable space. " 1 
Harleyan MS." says Mr. Pinkerton, " is dated 16' 
being collected near a century after Henry so 
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de«th by 8ome idmirar of his fables. It is woll writ- 
ten and preserved, and has some curious illumina- 
tions, though poorly done." The Ilarleyan MS. in- 
cludes four fables, which are not in Bannatyne's, and 
the Bannatyne thi-ee, which are not in the Harleyan. 

The Tmlament of Faire Crutidt is tlio longest of 
Henryaon*s productions. '* WiuHy observing,** says 
Urry, *' that Chaucer, in his fifth book, had related 
the death of Troilus, but made no mention what be- 
came of Creseidc, he learnedly talies upon him, in a 
fine poeticnl way, to express the punishment and end 
due to a false inconstant, which commonly ends in 
eJLtreme misery." To give a finisliing hand to the 
picture of so great a master was an ambitious attempt ; 
but Ilenryson has succeeded, in a manner which 
shews that he possessed much of a kindred inspira-^ 
tion. In richness of description and in skill, ^ nar- 
ration, he is decidedly inferior to Chaucer ; but m 
ease of versification, in propriety of language, and 
in incidental brilliancies of tliought, he leaves the 
question of superiority often doubtful, if Chaucer, 
as Dr. Johnson pronouncies, was '' the first of our 
▼enificrs who wrote poetically," it must at least be 
allowed, that tliere are few who can contest the second 
place with Henryson. Dr. Irving does him no more 
than justice when he remarks, that *' Ids verses, if 
divested of their uncouth orthography, might often 
be mistaken for those of some poet of the present 
day." 

It is not, however, in the Supplement to Chaucer's 
tale of Troilus and Cressida, that Henry son's poetical 
powers ap])ear to most advantage. His fnblea are 
altogether in a much finer vein. It has beeu objected 

B 3 



4 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

to tbera, that they are, in general, too much protract- 
ed ; that while the apologues of ^sop, of Phaedrus, 
Poggius, and Abstemius, seldom exceed the bounds 
of a few lines, those of Henryson are eictended over- 
a surface of many pages. The objection, in as far as 
regards the " moralitie" attached to Henryson's fables, 
is just; but there is nothing with which the tales 
themselves are less liable to be charged, than tedious- 
ness* In most of them, tlie interest of the narrative 
is extremely well sustained ; the reflections interspersed" 
are introduced with brevity and ease; and so fully 
and clearly is the moral to be drawn indicated, that 
it is no wonder the moralities superadded should be 
thought to protract the termination, when, in fact, 
they are altogether superfluous. A reader of Henry- 
son's fables may pass over the moralities entirely 
^ithouf being sensible of the least incompleteness ; 
nor, on retracing his ground, would he be able to dis- 
cover that any important reflection had escaped him. 
The best of all Henryson's fables is that of The 
Borrowstoun Mous and the Landwart Mous. A similar 
story had been told before by Horace, and, since 
Henryson's time, has also employed the pens of a 
Cowley and Fontaine ; but it is doubtful whether 
any of them have told it better than the Scottish fa- 
bulist. We cannot say, of adventures so purely ima- 
ginary as those of ** thir twa silly mice,'* that they 
are described with fidelity to nature; but in that 
likeness to possible truth, which is all we look for in 
this species of writing, few fabulists have shewn a 
happier eonception than Henryson here displays. 
The tale Is a Scottish edition of the common one of 
the city or burgh mouse and her country cousin in- 
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teicbang^g vm% and of the contrasl between plain 
cheer with peace and security, and dainty fare in the 
midft of danger and tribalation. The changes and 
tubstitotions required to suit the story to the local 
peculiarities of the country are made with infinite 
.ikiU ; nor can one doubt for a moment, (who thinks 
of doubting on such a subject ?) that it is Scottish 
mouse-life which is presented to his view. Of the 
BomnoUoun Houi, it is as wittily as appropriately 
said, that she 

Was Gilt-bruther, and made a fric burgess, 
Tol frie, and without custom mair or less. 
And freedom had to gae quhair cir scho list 
Amang the cheu and moil in Ark or kist 

The habitation of the " Landwart Mous" is 



a scrapie wane 



Of fog and fern ; full fccklessly 'twas maid, 
A silly shell, under a eard-fast stane. 
Of quhilk the entrie was not hie nor braid. 

The " butrie" of the field mouse can boast of no- 
thing daintier than dried beans and peas ; while tlie 
*' spence" or pantry of the free burgess presents 
" baith cheis and butter," ** fish and flesh," " pokks 
full of grotts, barlie, meil, and malt," with 

A candle quhyt 

Instead of spyce, to creish their telth with a* 

While thus attentive to the characteristic fitness of 
every subordinate particular, the author shews him- 
self, in the progress of the tale, to be equally con- 
versant with general nature. 

B 3 



6 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

The description of the pantry scene, which forms 
tlie catastrophe of tlie story, will fully justify all tliat 
has been said in praise of Henry son's poetical powers. 

Thus made they mirry, quhyle they micht nac mair. 

And hail Yule ! hail ! they all cryt upon hie : 

But after joy ther aftentimes comes cair, 

And trouble after grit prosperitie : 

Thus as they sat in all thair solitie, 

The Spens* came on them with keis in his hand, 

Open't the dore, and them at dinner fand. 

They tarriet not to wash, ye may suppose, 
But aff they ran, quha micht the foremost win ; 
The Burgess had a hole, and in schocgaes; 
Her sister had nae place to hyde her in. 
To se that silly mous it was grit sin ; 
Sae disalait, and will of all gude reid 
For very feir sclio fell in swoun, neir deid. 

But as Jove wald, it fell a happy case, 
Ttie spensar had nae laisar lang to byde, 
Nowthir to force, to seik, nor skar, nor chese, 
But on he went and cast the dore upwydc ; 
This Burgess then this passage weil has spy'd, 
Out of her bole sche came, and cryt on hie, 
** Ho ! sister fair, cry peep ! quhair e'er thou be." 

The landwart mous lay flattings on the ground. 
And for the deed schoe was full sair dreidand. 
For to her heart strak mony a waefuU stound, 
As in a fever trymblit scho fute and hand ; 
And when her sister in sic plight her fand 

• Butler. 
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rery pitio scho began to greit ; 

! comfort gaif, with words as buny sweit 

ihy \y ye thus ? Rysc up my sister deir, 
to your meit, tliis peril is owre-past /' 
uther answert, with a hevy cbeir, 
oay not eit, sae sair I am agast, 
cr had thb fourtie lang days fast 
1 water-kail, and gnaw dry beans and pels, 
I half your feist witli this drcid and wancise." 

I tretie fair, at last, scho gart her ryse, 
urdo tliey went, and doun togither sat ; 
Bcantly had they drunken ancs or Iwycc, 
?n in came Hunter Gib, the jolly cat, 
bad God speid. — ^Tho Burgess up scho gat, 
till her hole scho fled, lyk fire frac flint, 
Dadrans be tlie back tlic ither hint. 

le verse which follows is exquisitely natural. 

futc to fute, he cast her to and frao, 
^Is up, quhyls down, ais tait as ony kid ; 
^Is wald he let her run beneath the strae, 
fls wald he wink and play with her buk-hid } 

to the silly mouse grit harm he did, 
at the last, throw fair fortune and hap, 
ixt the dressour and the wall scho crap. 

up in haste behind the pannaling 

lie scho clam, that Gibby might not get her ; 

be the cluks sao craftily can liing 

ic was gane, her choir was all the bett(>r, 

down scho lap quhcn ther was nanc to let her. 
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Then on the Burgess Mous aloud did crj, 
" Sister, farewell ! here I thy febt defy. 

Were I anes in the cot that I cam frae. 
For weil nor wae I sould neir com again." 
With that scho tuke her leif, and furth can gae, 
Quhyles throw the riggs of com, quhyles oure the 

plain, 
Quhen scho was furth and frle, her heart was fain. 
And merrylit scho linkit oure the mure ; 
Needless to tell how afterwart shefure. 

But this in schort : — She reicht her eisy den. 

As warm as on suppose it was not grit. 

Full beinly stuffit it was bailh butt and ben, 

With pels and nuts, and beins, and rj, and quhdt. 

When eir scho lykt scho had enouch of meit. 

In ease and quiet, without sturt and dreid. 

But till her sister^s feist nae msur she gied. 

Among Henrysoa's fables, there is improperly 
classed a piece, called The Bluidy Serk, It b an 
allegorical ballad, the purpose of which b less to be 
praised than the manner in which it is executed. The 
daughter of a mighty monarch has been carried away 
by a giant, and cast into a pit or dungeon, where she 
b doomed to remain until some gallant kmght shall 
achieve her deliverance. A worthy prince, at length, 
appears as her champion, vanquishes the giant, and 
thrusts him into the loathsome dungeon which he had 
prepared for others. When he had restored the dam* 
sel to her father, he felt that death must speedily be 
the consequence of the wounds which he had received 
in the combat. He then bequeaths to her hb bkadtf 
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k, and foleinnlj enjoins her to contemplate it 
cncvcr another lover should happen to present 
nsclf. Such is the allrgory ; the explanation of it 
ill be given in the author's own words. 

This kyng is lyk the trinitie, 

Bailh in hevin and heir ; 
The manis sauie to tho lady, 

The gyant to Lucifer ; 
The knycht to Chryst Uiat dcit on trc, 

And coft our sinnis dcir ; 
The pit to hell with panis fell, 

Tiie sin to the woweir. 

Tlic lady was wood, but scho said nay, 

With men that wald Iiir wed, 
Sa suld wc wrylli all syn away. 

That in our brcistis bred. 
I pray to Jesu Clirist vcrray, 

For us his blud that bled, 
To be our liclp on domysday, 

Quhair lawis ar stoutly led. 

The soule is Goddis dcchtir dcir. 

And eik his handewerk, 
That was betrayit with Lucifeir, 

Quha sits in hell full nierk. 
Borrowit with Chrystis angell clclr, 

Hend men will ye nocht hcrk ? 
For his lufc that bocht us sa dcir. 

Think on tho bluidy scrk. 

The similitude is doubtless well carried through j 
t there can perhaps be but one opinion as to tlio 
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propriety of illostrating sacred truths by a i 
legend. 

The Garment cf Gude Ladyis it another alle 
poem by Henr^son. Lord Hailes has said 
with some severity, that ** the comparison b 
female ornaments and female virtaes is ex 
throughout so many lines, and with so muc 
tirewoman's detail, that it becomes somewhat 
lous.'' The reader will scarcely expect, th 
comparison ** extended throughout so many lin 
with so much of a tirewoman's detail," only c 
altogether to ten verses. 

In the Abbay Walk, the Pratw of Ag$, the J 
ing betwixt Deth and Man, and the Reutming 
Aige and YowLh, Henryson has attempted, witl 
success, the path of moral reilectbn. His sent 
cannot be expected, at the distance of three 
ries, to present much that is striking; bu 
breathe a spirit of rational piety, which it is ; 
peculiarly pleafing to trace in the productions 
mote periods, when the grossest superstition poi 
almost universally the minds of men. 

The only other production, by Henryson, 
claims our particular notice, if a pastoral, e 
Rohene and Makyne, the object of which is t 
trate the old proverb.— 

The man that wiU not when he may. 
Sail have nocht when he wald* 

Dr. Irving says of this poem, '* I regard it 
perior, in many respects, to the similar atten 
Bpenser and Browne. Free from the glaring i 
prieties which appear in the eclogoes of those i 
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H exhibits many genuine strokes of poetical delinea- 
tion, and evinces tiie author to have been intimately 
acqoiunted with human character. Robene's indiffe- 
rence seems, indeed, to be rather suddenly converted 
into love ; but this is perhaps the only misrepresen- 
tation of the operations of nature into which the 
poet has been betrayed. The fa'ole is skilfully con- 
ducted ; the sentiments and manners are truly pas- 
toml ; and the diction possesses wonderful terseness 
and suavity." The style of tiiis pastoral is indeed 
worthy of every commendation ; but with all defe- 
rence to Dr. L we must look elsewhere for proofs of 
the author's acquaintance with human nature, than 
to the skill with which he has pourtrayed the work- 
ings of the heart in the story of tiiese rural lovers. 

The sudden conversion of Robene's indifference 
into love cannot be more at variance with the ordinary 
operations of nature, than is the equally sudden con- 
version of Makyue's consuiuiog passion into laughing 
indifference, at the very luoiucnt wuen she beholds 
the swain, for whom she had been pining, " tow- 
monds Iwa or three," a willing slave at he feet But 
what is either circumstance, compared to the novel, 
boldness with which '* mirry Makyne" is the 6rst to 
make tlie advances in this little comedy of love, and 
to declare, that unless Robene has compassion upon 
her, she will die of grief? or, to the sti-angely liberal 
offeis with which she tempts the insensible hind? 

Robin, tak tent unto my tale. 

And do all as I reid ; 
And thou sail haif my heart all hale. 

And eke  •  • 

Such are not surely either the " manners" or *' sen- 
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timents*' of " truly pastoral" life. The tale is pret- 
tily enough told ; but, instead of being an example of 
Henryson's knowledge of the human heart, it ought 
rather to be quoted as an exception to the good 8«iae 
and discernment which distinguish the generality of 
hb productions. 

Nearly the whole of Henryson's poems bear inter- 
nal evidence of having been composed in the dedue 
of life. In this, he resembled h'ls model. Chancer, 
whose Canterbury Tales, the best of all his woda, 
were written when on the verge of three score yean 
and ten. Henryson had not however, like ChMoert 
cause to blame a vagrant muse in his dying hours, for 
any thing in hb writings which might pollute to fu- 
ture ages the stream of human morals. Hb aenti- 
xncnts are uniformly worthy of his years — ^pnre, 
chastened, and instructive; and whatever share of 
the poetical art he displays, it is solely employed ill 
giving to the lessons of virtue some heightening 
charm, or rendering the ways of vice more odious.* 

R.H. 

* Wood, in hb Annals, informs us, tiiat though 
Chaucer never repented of his reflections on the 
clergy, yet tiiat there were licentious parts of hu 
poems which grieved him much on his death-bed : 
" for one that lived shortiy after his time maketh re- 
port, tliat when he saw death approaching, he did 
often cry out, "Woe is mc. Woe b me, that I can- 
not recall and annul those things which I have written 

hut a/as/ they are now continued fromman to man, and 
1 cannot do what I desire,** a. s. 
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ALEXANDER SCOT. 



■B Scottish poetry of the sixteenth century cannot 
mst of many productions more elegant and refined, 
an those of Alexander Scot ; but of his personal 
sfory, nothing wliatever is known beyond what can 
> gleaned, or ratlier conjectured, from his writings. 
e flourished dnring the reign of the unfortunate 
lary, to whom he addressed ** A New Year's Gift, 
ben she came first hame, 1562," in which he de- 
qinates himself her " simple servant, Sanden Scot" 
e proves himself, in this address, to have been a 
lend to the Reformed religion, which he recommends 
! strong terms to her majesty's protection. That he 
>ped for favour in the royal sight from this poetical 
ibute, it is natural to suppose ; but there is every 
ason to believe, that he sung an unrequited strain. 
fc find the name of Scot selected by Montgomery 
I point a reflection on neglected merit, in one of his 
innets addressed to Robert Hudson. 

Ye knaw, ill guyding genders mony gees. 
And specially in poets : for example. 

Ye can pen out twa cuple an' ye please. 

Yourself and I, auld Scot, and Robert Semple. 

But the fact is still more distinctly indicated in a 
,'autiful little fable by Scot himself, entitled. The 
PART 5.] c 
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Eagle and Robin Redbreast, The royal bird had, 
coidbg to the poet, invited 

To his hie palace, on a rock, 
The courtiers of ilk yarioiis sua. 
That swiftly swim in crystal skies. 

The party having assembled : 

BoVd first submissive to my lord. 
Then took their places at his horde. 

The poet proceeds : 

Mein tyme whyle feisting on a fawn, 
And drinking blude frae lammies drawn, 
A tuneful robin, trig and yung. 
Hard by upon a bour-lree sung. 
He sang the eagle's royal line, 
His piercing eye and right divine 
To sway out-oure tlie fetherit thrang, 
Wha dreid his martial bill and fang ; 
His flight sublime and eild rencwit. 
His mind with cleraencie endewit ; 
In safier notes he sung his luve, 
Mair hie, his beiring bolts for Jove. 

The roona<-ch bird with biythness heard 
The chanting litil silvan bard, 
Calit up a buzzard, wha was then 
His favorite and chamberlaine. 

* Furth 10 my treasury,' quod he, 

* And to yon canty robin gie. 
As meikle of our currant geir 

As may mantain him throw the ycir ; 
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We can well 9pair't, — and its his due :' 

He bad, and furth the Judas flew 

Straight to the brainch whair robin sung, 

And, with a wickit Ijan tung, 

Said, 'Ah! ye sing, sae dull and rugh, 

Ye haif deivt our lugs mair than eneugh. 

His majesty has a nice eir. 

And nae roair of your stuff can beir ; 

Pok up your pypes, be nae mair sene 

At court, I warn you as a frien*. 

He spak, whyle robinis swelling breist 

And drouping wings liis grief ezprest ; 

The teirs ran happing doun his cheik. 

Grit grew hb hairt, he could nocht speik ', 

No, for the tinsel of rewaird. 

But that his notis met nae rcgsurd ; 

Straicht to the schaw he spred his wing, 

Resolvit again nae midr to sing, 

WhaiT princelie bountie is supprest 

By sic whome they are opprest, 

Wha cannot beir (because they cannot want it) 

That ocht suld be to merit grantit. 

There can be little doubt, that, in the fate of the 
poor robin, the poet sang his own. 

It has been supposed, that the place of Scot's re- 
sidence was Dalkeith, because that village is the 
scene of a JvMing, which he has celebrated hetwixt 
William Adamson and John Syme, This is conjecture 
run wild ; a parity of reasoning would give Homer 
to Troy, and Tasso to Jerusalem. If any thing is to 
be inferred from the Justing alluded to, with respect 
to the home of Scot, Edinburgh has a much better 

c2 
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claim to the honor than Dalkeith ; for, at the conciu 
sion of the sport, we are told : 

Be than the bougii began to blaw. 

For nicht had them ouretane : 
Allace, said Sym, for faut of law, 

lliat bargin get I nane. 
Thus hame, with mony a crack and* flaw. 

They passed every ane. 
Syne partit at the Potter JRoto,* 

And sindry gaits are gane, 
To rest them within the town that nidit 

The poems by which Scot bas established hb chic 
claims to our regard, are of an amatory cast. Wit 
a few exceptions, they display a delicacy of sent 
ment, which was rarely to be met with in this wall 
of composition at the period when he wrote ; and i 
common with all his productions, an ease of versifica 
tion not exceeded by any thing produced for half 
century after. The best of tliese amatory pieces ar 
those entitled, " The Flower of Womanheid." " Ti 
his Heart," and the " Rondel of Love." The first 
which possesses very considerable beauty, b happil, 
brief enough for quotation. 

The Flower rf Womanhetd. 
I. 

Thou well of virtue, flower of womanheid. 
And patron unto patiens. 



One of the southern inlets to Edinburgh. 
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Lady of lawtj, baith in word and deid, 
Rjcht sol>ir, swelt, fail meik of eloquens, 
j^itb gude and fair ; to your magnificens, 
I me commend, as I haif done before, 
My sempill heart for now and evermore. 

II. 

For evermore, I sail you service mak : 
Sen of befoir into my mynd I made. 

Sen first I knew your ladyship, hot lak 
All bewtie, youth and womanheid ye had, 
Withouten rest my heart couth not evade. 

Thus am I yours, and ay sensyne haif bene 

Commandit thereto, by your twa fair ene. 

III. 

Your twa fair ene maks me aft syis to sing, 
Your twa fair ene maks me to sich also. 

Your twa fur ene maks me giit comforting. 
Your twa fair ene is wy t of all my woe. 
Your twa fair ene will not ane heart let go. 

But links him fast that gets a sicht of them : 

Of every virtue hriclit, ye bear the name. 

IV. 

Ye bear the name of gentilness of blude. 
Ye bear the name that mony for ye dies, 

Ye bear the name, ye are baith fair and gude. 
Ye bear the name of every sweit can pleis. 
Ye bear the name, fortune and you agreis, 

Ye bear the name of lands, of length, and breadth ; 

The Well of Verteu and Flower of Womanheid ! 

c 3 
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One verse from the address ** To his Heart" will 
shew, that it is in an equally melodious strain. 

Retume thee hameward. Heart ! agane. 

And byde quhair thou was wont to be ; 
Thou art ane fule to suffer pane 

For luve of her, that luvis not thee. 
My heart ! let be sic fantasie : 

Luve nane bot as they mak thee cause ; 
And let her seek ane heart for thee. 

For feind a crum of thee scho fawis. 

From the specimens which have been given, it 
will be seen, that Scot had attained to a skill in the 
use of numbers, far beyond what was common to the 
writers, either of Scotland or England, in the early 
part of the sixteenth century. He appears, in fact, 
to have been one of the earliest of our poets who 
had a full sense of the important aid which grace 
and strength of expression may derive from a mere 
arrangement of cadences -, and may be said to have 
presented some of the first exam^^es of that refine- 
ment in versification, which it was left to Drumraond 
to advance towards perfection. 

In the Evergreen of Allan Ramsay, and the Col- 
lections of Hailes, Sibbald, and Finkerton, all the 
best pieces, by Scot, will be found. The Bannatyne 
MS. contains others which have never been printed ; 
but considering how often that valuable repository 
has been ransacked by very competent judges, we 
may conclude, that nothing has been neglected, 
whose oblivious repose it is worth disturbing. 

E. N. 
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WALTER KENNEDY. 



Altbouqh Walter Kennedy is now chiefly known 
to the readers of Scottish poetry, as a rival in Ftifting 
lo Dunbar, he appears, in his time, to have possessed 
a much more respectable poetical reputation. He 
speaks of himself as " Of Rethory the Rose," and 
as one who has 

ambulate on Pamasso the mountain. 



Inspyrit with Hermes frae his golden sphere ; 

And dulcely drunk of eloquence the fountain, 

Qohen purifiet with frost, and flowand cleir. 

Bat independently of his own authority, which 
may reasonably be supposed to be tinctured with 
some portion of vanity, we find him mentioned by 
both Douglas and Undsay, as one of the most emi- 
nent of their contemporaries. Douglas even ranks 
him before Dunbar in his Court of the Muses, styling 
him, " The Greit Kennedie." His works, however, 
bare unfortunately all perished, except the Flyting 
with Dnnbar, and two short pieces, the one entitled, 
an Jwveetive againtt Mouth-Thanklhs, contained in the 
Evergreen ; and the other. Prats of Age, published 
by Lord Hailes. 

From the Flyting , we learn, that he was a native 
of the dbtrict of Carrick, and belonged to the eccle- 
siastical order. Dunbar upbraids him with living by 
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tlieft and beggary ; but Kennedy replies, that 
wants not " land, store, and stakkis," ** steids i 
cakes," of his own. Pie boasts also of thefavoui 
royalty, and even of some affinity to it. 

I am the king's blude, his trew and Bpedd clerl 
That never yit imaginit his offence ; 

Constant in mine allegiance, word, and wark. 
Only dependand on his excellence, 
Trusting to have of his magnificence 

Guerdon, reward and benefice l)edene. 

The Flyting is altogether a miserable exhibitioii 
rival malice, and does as little credit to the mc 
sense, as to the poetical taste of the combatants, 
b due, however, to Kennedy, to mention, that 
attack did not commence with him ; and that as 
as it is worth glancing at a comparison, he appears 
have had the best of the conflict. Dr. Irving remai 
that " in the Testament of Kennedy, Dunbar 
consecrated this apparently dissolute priest to per 
tual ridicule." This may be true of the Kenn< 
referred to in the Testament ; but Dr. I. seems tc 
in a mistake, in supposing him to be the same per 
with the hero of the Flyting. The priest satirizei 
the Testament is a " Master Andro Kennedie j" 
the Christian name of the poet was Walter, 

Lord Hailes thinks it probable, that this fierce 
tercation between the two poets may have been m( 
ly a play of fancy, without any real quarrel exist 
between the parties. Had it served to shew off i 
talents to mutual advantage, I should have been 
dined to suppose so too ; but it is incredible, i 
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J two individuals should concert to calumniate 
:h other so grossly as Dunbar and Kennedy have 
le in the Flytbg, for any entertainment which the 
KMure might be supposed to give to the public. 
It is gratifying to find, that Dunbar, who survived 
nnedy, survived also whatever resentment he en- 
tained toward him. In his Lament for the Death 
the poets, he thus laments the approaching loss 
hb old antagonist, who appears, at the time that 
>m was written, to have been on his death-bed. 

And Mr. Walter Kennedy 
In point of death lies wearily. 
Grit rewth it wer that so should be, 
T^ttMor mortu coniurbat me. 

rbe Invectivt against Mouth-thankless is beneath 
icbm ; it is not very Intelligible, and, in as far 
t is so, is indecent The Prais of Age is the only 
duction by Kennedy extant, which is of a nature 
iccoont for the estimation in which he was anciently 
d. *• This poem," says Lord Hailos, whose opi- 
n I gladly adopt, " gives a favorable idea of Ken- 
ty aa a versifier. His lines are more polished than 
sc of hb contemporaries. If he is the person 
linst whom Dunbar directed his Invective, he has 
t with hard measure." 

K, K. 
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JOHN OGILBY. 



John Ocilby was bom in or near Edinburgh 
November, 1600. His father is said to have be< 
gentleman of respectable family, who, having wa 
his patrimony, removed to London, and was i 
afterwards thrown into the King's Bench pri 
The education of his son was, in the midst of tl 
distresses, greatly neglected ; but the youth bein 
a diligent turn, improved the few opportunities wl 
he had to so much advantage, that he obtfune 
knowledge not only of his own language, but of 
rudiments of the Latin. 

An i acred ible story is told of his earning, w 
yet a lad, so much money, as not only to release 
father from gaol, but also to bind himself appren 
to one Draper, a dancing-master in L(mdon. 
would be a secret wiirth knowing, to trace by vi 
possible exertion of industry or ingenuity this fet 
filial affection was accomplished ; and when kno 
we should still have cause to wonder, that the yo 
man could abandon the mine of wealth which he 
discovered, for .the purpose of apprenticing bin 
to a teacher of capers. 

Ogilby had not, it appears, been long under 
master, before he became a proficient in the 
and mystery of dancing, and so great a fav( 
with the scholars, that they supplied him with roc 
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enough to enable him to buy up his faidentures before 
the re^ar peiiod of their expiry, and to set up 
for himself. The fame of Mr. Ogilby now spread 
npidly, and be was soon accounted without a rival 
in the metropolis. An unlucky step at high caper- 
ing, however, in a mask given by William Duke of 
Bockingham, caused him to sprain one of his legs ; 
and tboagh he continued still able to teach, Ogilby 
was obliged to yield the honours of personal ezhibi- 
tiom tooihers. 

In 1633, when the unfortunate Wentworth, Earl 
of Straffoid, went over to Ireland as Lord Depu^, he 
took Ogilby along with him as one of his household. 
His duties in this situation were of rather a roultifa- 
lioos description* He was dancing-master to the 
£ari's children; occasional amanuensis to tlie Earl 
lumself ; and one of his lordship's troop of guard 
besides. Ambitious of shewing that he had a claim 
to still higher preferments, Ogilby Itegan, for the 
first time, to pay his court to the Muses, and pro- 
duced poetical versions of some of .£sop's fables, 
and a homooruus piece, entitled, " The Character of 
a Trooper,'' which were read and talked of. The 
Earl was pleased with the assiduity, if not with the 
genius, displayed by his poetical trooper; and, 
though he did not at once promote him to be Poet- 
Laoreate to the castle, he gave him an appointment, 
not Boch inferior to it in importance — he made him 
Deputy Master of the Revels. Encouraged by the 
patronage of the court, and in honour of liis new 
office, Ogilby erected a little theatre in St. War- 
bnrgh-stieet, Dublin, where he, for some time, ex- 
hibited, with considerable success, such dramatic 
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entertainments as were then in vogue. On the break- 
ing out of the rebellion, however, in 1641, the Mtm- 
ter of the Revels' occupation was gone ; he lost aO 
his property, and on several occasions his life wat id 
great danger, particularly at the blowing up of Bath- 
famham Castle, near Dublin. About the year 1646-, 
Ogilby left Ireland, but was shipwrecked on the pMh 
sage, and arrived in London, in a most destitute con- 
dition. 

The Earl of Strafford had perished on the scaffbid 
some years before ; and Ogilby's absence in Ireland 
having estranged him from all his old connections^ 1m 
was now without a friend or patron in the worid. 
After a short stay in the metropolis, and a vain effort; 
as it would seem, to re-establish himself there, be 
travelled on foot to Cambridge. Here, fortune oaoc 
more smiled upon him. In what capacity he con* 
trived to earn tlie means of his subsistence, we an 
not told } but he was befriended by many of tht 
scholars, and enabled to devote so much of his at* 
tention to classical studies, that he became, ere long, 
a perfect master of the Latin language. He had 
most probably resumed, for a season, the practice of 
his original profession ; and it can be no disgrace to 
a man to have taught what he knew, in order to lean 
something bettor. 

Desirous of turning his academical attainmenti to 
some account, Mr. Ogilby commenced a Translation 
of the Works of Virgil. It was completed and pob- 
lished in 8vo. in 1649-50, with a Dedication to WO- 
liam Marquis of Hertford, whom he styles " his moal 
noble patron." It sold so well, that in 1654 it was 
reprinted in royal folio, with splendid embellish- 
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meiits* Wood says, tlmt tins was the finest edition 
ever produced by the English press. 

Etteouniged by tlie success of this literary adven- 
tofte, Ogilby presented the public, in 1651, with tlie 
** Fables of .£sop, paraphrased in verse," &c. in one 
ToL 4lo. The woilc, says Wood, archly, procured 
him a degree among the minor poets, being recom- 
mended m some rerses prefixed by Sir Walter Dave- 
nant and James Shirley. The rank he assigns to 
Ogilby may probably be the true one ; but it was un- 
fair in Wood thus to depreciate, by the way, the 
genius of Shirley, whom he has elsewhere described 
as *' the most noted dramatic poet of his time." 

Although Ogilby had now passed his fiftieth year, 
snch was his laudable perseverance in learned pur- 
suits, that about 1654, an opportunity presenting it- 
self of acquiring a knowledge of the Greek language, 
he entered upon the study of it with all the anlour 
t»f youth. He had now removed to I^imion, and 
through his frieuti Shirley, the poet, who then kept a 
iichool in Whitcfriars, became acquainted witli a 
countryman, of the name of Whitfonl or Whitfield, 
who was usher to Sliirley, ami kindly offered to be ' 
Ogilby *s preceptor in tlK» Gnn^k. 

Ogilbv had no sooner acquinnl a competent know- 
ledge of Homer, in tin' original, than he was seixed 
witli tlie ambition of again ap|)earing liefore the pub- 
lic as a translator. Ho comnienceil an English poe- 
tical version of the Iliad, t\hich ho published in a 
jtylo of great splendour in tooO, with a dedication 
to Charles II. It \«-as priiitod on imporinl pnper. and 
adorned with a variety of oncrnvincs bv Hollar and 
other eminent artists. The notes. %\hich shew con- 

paht5,] n 
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siderable learning and acuteness, were sapplled bj 
Sliirley ; and it is probable, that the transia^n was 
also under some obligations to his saperintendanee. 

In the same year, he published at Cambridge, with 
the assistance of Dr. John Worthington and utfaer 
learned men, an edition of the " Eogllsh BiUe," 
which surpassed in elegance all preceding editloaa* 
It was embellished with a number of illostratiTte mapt 
and ejigravings by the best artists. Bir. Ogilby em- 
braced the first occasion of the King's (Chariea II.) 
attending the Royal Chapel, at Whitehall, to present 
his majesty with a copy of the work. Hu mi^ty 
was so well pleased with its execution, that he gave 
Mr. Ogilby letters to the House of Convocation, 
which was then sitting, recommending to them his 
claims to some indemnity for the extraordinaiy ex- 
pense which he had incurred in printing the work. 
The result of thu recommendation is not recorded. 
Ogilby, at the same time, presented a copy to the 
House of Commons, and petitioned, that his Bible 
** might be recommended to be made use of in all 
churches." The house ordered him a gratuity of 
SOU ; but very properly declined granting the sort of 
monopoly for which he solicited. 

On the coronation of Charles the Second in 1661, 
Ogilby was employed by the commbsioners for mn- 
naging that solemnity, to supply them with what was 
called the poetical part, including the speeches, em- 
blems, mottoes, and inscriptions. He drew up, on 
thu occasion, " The Relation of his Majesty's En- 
tertainment passing through the City of London to 
his Coronation, with a description of the Triumphal 
Arches and Solemnity," in ten sheets folio ; but af- 
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erwaids, by his majesty's command, published it in 
tn extended form in a large folio volume on royal 
Mper, witli fine engravings, llie work is said to 
lave been found useful in succeeding coronations. 

OgUby was now in such favour at court, that in 
i669, he obtaiued, in opposition to Sir William Da- 
renant, the patent of Master of the Revels in Ireland 
—an office which carried him once more into that 
liingdom. Of the theat*^ which he had elected du- 
ring the viceroy alty of Strafford, nothing now re- 
DMined ; but with a spirit of liberality wiiich did 
iiofior to bis appointment, he laid out no less than 
two thousand pounds of a small fortuue which he had 
squired by his literary speculations, in erecting a 
Dew one, on a scale wodby of tlie Irish metropolis. 
As soon as this ei'ection was completed, he returned 
to England. 

In 1665, he published a second volume, in folio, 
of Tranalaticms from ^sop, oruaraented with cuts, 
and in this included some new fables of his own. 

In the same year, he published, as a companion to 
his Iliad, a translation of tlie Odyssey, printed in a 
siniiiar style of elegance and emheilishment. 

It must seem surprising, that in an age when the 
number of i-eaders was few, and when to starve was 
but too often the fate of real genius, a writer of 
Ogilby's inferior powers should have enjoyed such 
extensive pati'onage, as to be able thus to produce 
one splendid volume after another. But Ogilby was, 
at least, as good a schemer as he was an auihur, and 
hacl a way of his own of procuring purchasers for 
his works, which is deserving of notice as a very cu- 
rious piece of literary history*. With the sanction of 
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the court, he issued a proposal " for the better 
more speedy vendition of several volumes (his < 
works) by the way of a standing lottery." ^. 
lottery commenced drawing on the 10th of ]M 
1675, and, according to the account given by Og 
in a subsequent proposal, " to the general satisfac 
of the adventurers, with no less hopes of a clear 
patch and fair advantage to the author.'* Itc 
tinned drawing several days, when its proceed! 
were stopped by the plague, and " it long dis< 
tinned under the arrest of that common calamity, 
the next year's more violent and sudden visitati 
the dreadful and surprising conflagration swallo^ 
the remainder of the stock, being two parts of thi 
to the value of 3000/." 

Ogilby, at the time of this calamity, occupic 
house in Whitefriars, vyhich, with all it contau 
shared in the general conflagration. In one mom 
he saw himself deprived of the whole fruits of a 
borious life, with the exception of the value of al 
51. which was all he bad left to begin the world a( 
with, at the advanced age of sixty-six. Besides 
whole stock of published works, there perished in 
flames three unpublished poems of his own ; tw 
them of the heroic kind, entitled, the " £phe 
Matron," and " The Roman Slave," which were 
tended to have been dedicated to the Earl of Osso 
and one, an epic, in twelve books, in honor of Cht 
I. The fortitude with which Ogilby sustained a 1 
attended with so many aggravating circumstan 
evinced a strength of cliaracternot often exempli) 
Instead of throwing up the game of life in Aes\ 
as most men at his advanced age would have t 
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dUpoaed to do, his only thooght was how to make a 
new fortune as rapidly as possible. ** lie had/* says 
Wood, speaking of this event, ** such excellent iu- 
yention and prudential wit, and he was master of so 
good an address, that, when he had nothing to live on, 
he could not only handsomely shift for himself, but 
made such rational proposals, which were embraced 
by rich and great men, that in a short time he would 
obtain an estate again. He never failed in what he 
undertook ; but by his great industry and prudence 
went through it with profit and honour to himself.** 
His first scheme for repairing his loss of fortune was 
to revive the lottery speculation, which tlie plague 
and fire had interrupted. He resolved, as he says in 
the second proposal which he issued on this occasion, 
not only to reprint all his own former eilitions, but 
others that were new and of equal value, and to ' set 
up a second standing lottery, where such the discrimi- 
nation of fortune shall be, that few or none shall re- 
turn with a dissatisfying chance.' Accordingly, tho 
author opened his office, ' where persons might put 
in their first encouragements, (viz.) twenty shillings, 
and twenty more at the reception of their foitune, 
and also see those several magnificent volumes, 
which their varied fortune (none being bad) should 
present them.'* 

Poor Ogilby, however, did not find the encourage- 
ment he expected, for he observed " how that a 
money dearth, a silver famine, slackens and cools the 
courage of adventurers; through which hazy hu- 
mours magnifying, shillings look hke crowns, and 
each forty shillings a ten pound heap.** He then 
determined to change the plan of his lottery, and 
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*' to attemper, or mingle each prise with four allayi 
blanks ; so bringing down by this means the marl 
from (looble pounds to single crowns.'' 

The following were the propositions : «- " Fi: 
whoever will be pleased to put in five shillings sh 
draw a lott, his fortune to receive the grcateit 
meanest prize, or throw away his intended spend! 
money on a blank. Secondly, whoever will advi 
turo deeper, putting in 25 shillings, shall rcceivei 
such his bad fortune bo tliat he draws all blanki 
prize presented to him by the author, of more val 
than his money (if offered to bo sold) though ; 
offered ware, &c. Thirdly, who thinks fit to put 
for eight lots, forty shillings, shall receive nine, a 
tho advantage of their free chi^ice (if all blanks) 
either of tlie works complete, vid* Uomer's Iliad a 
Odyssey, or Maop the first and second volume," i 

The principal prize was valued at £51, and cc 
tained an Im|)erial Bible, Virgil, Homer's Iliad a) 
Odyssey, ^sop's Fables, Ills Majesty's Entertai 
nient, &c. 

The whole numlier of lots was 3360, and the to 
money he received only £41210, although valued 
£13700. The office was at « the Black Boy, oi 
against St. Dunstan's Church, Fleet Street." 

The success of this lottery scheme, Uiough n 
perhaps extremely flattering, was such, at least, 
saved Ogilby from loss, and enabled him to pu 
inlo circulation works, which had tliey depended • 
tlieir intrinsic merit would, in all likelihood, ha 
fallen dead-l>om from the prrss. It was reported 
the time, tliat in tlie firNt lottery the ailventun 
could never ^ct their bcxjks ; but Ogilby often d 
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dared, that of seven hundred prises drawn, there 
were not six which remained undelivered at the time 
of the fire, and were destroyed with the rest 

Ogilby now prudently turned his attention to a 
class of publications, which, as their utility was in- 
disputable, required no such extraordinary arts to be 
forced into notice. He occupied himself solely with 
works of a geographical description, which he either 
compiled himself, or employed others to compile for 
him ; and, with the same taste which he displayed in 
all his preceding publications, spared no paids or ex- 
pense to present them to the public in as splendid a 
style as the united arts of typography and engraving 
were then capable of producing. He set up a print- 
ing establishment of his own, solely for the purpose 
of these works ; employed only the best workmen 
and artists Uiat were to be procured ; and to give the 
greater eclat to his undertakings, he obtained, by lib 
interest at court, the appointment of cosmographer 
ind geographic printer to the king. 

The ohief work which he projected in this line was 
a General Atlas of the World ; to be comprised in a 
series of folio volumes. Of this, the following parts 
were all that he lived to complete : An Embassy 
from New Batavia to the Emperor of China, 1669. 
Description of Africa, 1670. Description of Ame- 
rica, 1671. Atlas Japanensis ; being remarkable ad- 
dresses, by way of Embassy, from the East India 
Company of tlie United Provinces to the Emperor 
of Japan, 1670. Atlas Chincusb ; Iwjing the second 
part of a relation of rcuiarkabie passages in two Em- 
bassies from tl;e East India Conipauy of the United 
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Provinces to the Viceroy of Simlamong, 1671. An 
the first part ; heing an accurate description of Feid 
and the several provinces thereof, 1673-4. Britai 
nia, an Historical and Geographical Descriptioii < 
Britain, &c. part I. 

Ogill>y silso produced several minor works, iUnstn 
tive of the topography of England, In 1674« I 
published in folio, " The Travellers' Guide ; or 
most exact Description of the Roads of England 
bebg Mr. Ogilby's actual Survey and Mensniatk 
by the Wheel of tlie Great Roads from London t 
all the considerable cities and towns in England ax 
Wales, together with tlie cross roads from one ch 
or eminent town to another,*' &c. This woA w] 
afterwards reprinted in octavo, and entitled, " M 
Ogilby's and Mr. William Morgan's Pocket Book • 
the Roads, with their computed and measuied di 
tances," &c. Morgan was his grandson and ancce 
sor, as cosmographer to the king. More recent]; 
the work was enlarged and amended by John Owe 
of the Middle Temple, and published in 12mo. u 
der the title of " Britannia Depicta, or Ogilby Ii 
proved," &c. 1731. On the rebuilding of Londo 
after the great fire, Ogilby published " A New Mi 
of London, as it is now built ; and in conjunctU 
witli Morgan, he also constructed -** A Map of Loi 
don, Westminster, and Southwark ;" a *' New ai 
Accurate Map of the City of London, distinct fro 
Westminster and Southwark ;'* and " A Survey 
Essex, with the roads exactly measured, and the an 
of the gentry on tlie borders.*' 

Having attained the age of seventy-six, Ogilby, 
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length, dqMTled ibis life, (Sept. 4, 1676,) and was 
intened in the vault under part of tlie church of St. 
Bride's, in Fleet Street. 

The rank of Ogiiby, as a poet, has been supposed 
to be pretty well settled by Pope, who, after admiring 
him extravagantly when a boy, has thus consigned 
him to ridicule in the Dunciad. 

The rest on outside merit but presume, 
Or serve (like otficr fools) to fill a room ; 
Such with their shelves, as due proportion hold, 
Or their fond parents dress'd in red and gold, 
Or when the picturet for the page atone. 
And QuariM U aav*d by beauties not hit ovm ; 
Here twelU the thelf with Ogilby the Oreat, S^e. 

Pope, as we are told by his biographcrf , was in his 
very early years " a. great reader of Ogilby 's Homer, 
and frequently spoke, in the latter part of his life, of 
the exquisite pleasure which the perusal of it gave 
him. When, on removing to a school in London, ho 
had an opportunity of visiting the play-house, he 
became so delighted witli theatrical exhibitions, that 
he formed a kind of play from tlic chief events of 
the Iliad, as related by Ogilby, with some verses of 
bis own intermixed. He persuaded a few of the 
upper boys to act in this piece ; the master's garden- 
er represented the character of Ajax ; and the actors 
were dressed after the pictures of his favourite Ogilby, 
which, indeed, were designed and engraved by art'ists 
of note." The poetry of Ogilby's Houkt had pro- 
bably but little share in Pope's youthful admiration ; 
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he gloated on it with the pleasure of a child, on 
count of the pictures which it contained. Had 
text been even of a better order of composition th 
was, he could not, perhaps, have said more than i 
ley has done of his early fondness for the ] 
Queen — " ray understanding had little to do wi< 
this." 

The contempt which Pope, when of mature 
entertained for Ogiiby*3 poetry and has express* 
the Dunciad, is repeated in still more explicit t 
in the preface to his translation of the Iliad, 
there pronounced to be poetry too mean for criti< 
I am sorry that 1 have nothing to oppose to so s< 
a sentence ; yet it is but justice to Ogilby to ren 
that tlie productions by which we would have 
best able to judge of the real extent of his poc 
genius, were those which perished in the flames 
never came under the public eye. 

However humble Ogilby's pretensions as a 
may have been, it must be allowed, that in « 
respects he was no coraroon character. The assi( 
with which he repaired tlie defects of his early eil 
tion; his attainments as a classical scholar; his ad( 
in procuring friends, and his care, by useful 
honourable services, to retain them ; the ingenui 
his schemes, and the magnitude of his performar 
are all evidences of a mind capacious, inventive, 
vigorous. Gibber says, that " he seems to hav 
commended himself to the world by honest m< 
without having recourse to the servile arts of flatti 
I ratlier suspect, that to flatter must have forme 
inconsiderable part of Ogilby's art of rising ii 
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worid. It may have been flattery, however, witfaoat 
debasement; iiich honest courtliness as the most up- 
right of men must have recourse to, when fate has left 
them to be the architects of their own fortune. 

W.O. 
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DR. ALEXANDER PENNYCUIK. 



Albxakdeb Pcnnjcuik was born in 165S« I 
father was a gentleman of the same name, who senr 
as Surgeon-General to the Auxiliary Scots Army, sc 
into England during the civil wars, and was possess 
of two considerable estates in Scotland, that of Nc 
hall, situated on the North Esk, near Edinburgh; ai 
that of Romanno, in the county of Peebles. He 
said by his son, to have lived to be " the oldest ^sc 
lapius of the age," and to have been moreover 

A Scotsman tru;^, a faithful friend and sure ; . 
Who flattcr'd not the rich, nor scourgM the poor. 
He lovM his native country as himself. 
And ever scom*d the greed of worldly pelf. 
From old forbiers much wortli he did inherit, 
A gentleman by birth, but more by merit. 

Of the early years of his son, Alexander, nothl 
certain is known ; neither the course of his studies t 
the place where he studied. His works seem to in( 
cate a foreign education, and shew, at least, that 
had at one period or other visited the continei 
With the French and Italian languages he seems 
have been early familiar. 

When of an age to take an active part in the worl 
a tender repard for his father, who had retired frc 
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public service to spend the remainder of his days on 
bis patrimonial property, induced him to reside almost 
constantly with him, and the life of rural retirement, 
which he thus adopted from a sentiment of filial duty, 
became so agreeable to his ioclinations, that he never 
afterwards emerged from it In a poetical answer to 
several letters which he had received from his brother, 
persuading him against staying longer in the country, 
and inviting him to settle in Edinburgh, he gives a 
glowing account of his rural occupations and amuse- 
ments; contends for their superiority over the gaieties 
of the town, and declares, that he will not be so 
" graceless" or " bold" as to bring his father to the 
city, 

** To stifle him with smoke, though he be old." 

When the old gentleman died, the property of the 
family estates devolved upon Dr. Pennycuik, and 
much of his time was henceforth occupied in their 
management. He delighted in the labours of the 
field, apd studied botany with the curiosity of a man 
of science. For the benefit of his country neigh- 
bours, he practised, at the same time, as a physician, 
and his patients are said to have been numerous. In 
his hours of leisure, he employed himself in collect- 
ing materials for a " Description of Tweedale," which 
he afterwards published in conjunction with Mr. John 
Forbes, the friend of Allau Ramsay ; and in writing 
occasional pieces in poetry, chiefly descriptive of the 
rustic manners of the peasants around him, with 
whom he was fond of cultivating an acquaintance. 

A tradition prevails, that Allan Ramsay was fur- 

FART 5.] B 
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nished by Dr. Penny cuik with the plot of hU beaati- 
fol pastoral comedy of the Gentle Shepherd ; and, 
in a life of Dr. P. prefixed to a late edition of his 
works, published at Leith, (1815) a variety of cir- 
cumstances are mentioned as corroborative of the 
story. To those who share in the too common dis- 
position to trace every thing of merit in an antibor*s 
works to any body but the author himself, these dr- 
cumstances will appear extremely convincing; but 
an impartial inquirer needs only to be reminded of 
the chance manner in which the comedy of the Gen- 
tle Shepherd was constructed, or rather grew out of 
the^ eclogues of Jenny and Peggy, and PaUe and 
Roger, after an interval of many years between the 
two productions, to be satisfied that it is altogether 
unlikely, that Ramsay was in possession of a plot at 
all in tlie first instance ; and if such was the case 
then, he could scarcely be indebted for any subsequent 
help to Dr. Pennycuik, who died the very year after 
the publication of the first portion of the Gentle 
Shepherd, and six long years before the appearance 
of ^e second. • 

Dr. Pennycuik closed a long and useful life in the 
year 1722, being then in his seventieth year. He 
left two daughters, the eldest of whom was married 
to Mr. Oliphant, the younger, of Lanton, in Mid 
Lothian, and the other to Mr. Farquharson of Kirk- 
toun of Boyne, in Aberdeenshire. Witli the former, 
he gave, as a marriage portion, the estate of Newhall ; 
and to the latter, he left the estate of Romanno, on 
which he was residing at the time of his death. 

The works of Dr. Pennycuik were first printed in 
1715, and they had time to become scarce before Uie 
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new edition before mentioned was called for, exactly 
a century having elapsed between the two publica- 
tions. His •' Description of Tweedale" is esteemed 
for the antiquarian and, more especially, the botanical 
inibniiation which it contains. His poems, which 
are of a miscellaneoos description, do not rise much, 
if at all, above mediocrity ; but as sketches from real 
life, at the period in which he flourished, they are 
curious, and, as memorials of a warm and generous 
heart, may be read with profit, if they do not greatly 
delight An inscription for his " Bee House,'* ano- 
ther for his " Closet,'' and a third for '* Gilmerton 
Cave," are among his neatest effusions. I subjoin 
the last not as the best of the three, but on account 
of the singular hbtory with which it is connected. 
The " Cave," which is in the vicinity of the village of 
Gilmerton, near Edinburgh, was a dwelling house dug 
out of solid rock by one George Paterson, a black- 
smith. It consisted of several apartments, including 
a workshop for Paterson, and a washing house, with 
a well for his wife ; it had also several windows, so 
formed as to communicate light from above. The 
architect, or rather excavator, of this extraordinary 
abode, took five years to finish it, and lived and 
prosecuted his busmcss in it till his death, which 
took place in 1735. For many years, the Cave was 
deemed a great curiosity, and much visited by 
strangers. The inscription which Pennycuik wrote 
for it, though deficient in elegance, and ending with 
a sad rhyme, is possessed of some point. 

Upon the earth thrives villainy and woe, 
But happiness and I do dwell below ; 

e2 
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Mj hand hewed out this rock into a cell. 
Wherein from din of life I safely dwell. 
On Jacob's pillow, nightly lies my head. 
My house when living, and my grave when dead 
Inscribe upon it, when I'm dead and gone, 
I lived and died within my mother's womb. 



A. P. 
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EARL OF GLENCAIRN. 



UNDIR CvvivanAH, Earl of Glencairn, was 
uid heir of Williamt fourth Earl of Glencaim, 

Treasurer of Scotland, one of the prifonert 
i at the battle of Solway Mots in 1543. In 
, he succeeded to tlie earldom. He took the 
of the Queen Dowager of Scotland, against the 
it, James Duke of Chatelherault ; and after- 
t, according to Crawfurd, was one of the first of 
>cers of Scotland who concurred in the Ileforma- 
of the church from popery. His zeal in the 
! is said to have partaken of frenzy ; and the 
re of him, given in Pinkerton's Scottish Gal- 
* prcficnts a physiognomy which gives every 
tenancc to the assertion. He particularly -dis- 
ished himself for an enmity to the works of art, 
1 a man of his rank might have been expected 
ave to the vulgar rabble. When Queen Mary 
Irivcn from the throne, he hastened to Holyrood 
e, attended by his domestics, tore down tlie 

of the royal chapel, and broke the images to 
s. 
in Knox, in hiii History of the Ilcformation, 

From wliicli the portrait wiiicli accompanies thiit 
is taken. 

1.3 
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speakiag of the cruelties exercised against the re 
formers about the end of the reign of James th' 
Fifth, observes, that notwithstanding this prosecution 
" the monsters and hypocritis, the Gray Freerg, da; 
by day, came farder in contempt : for not only di< 
the learned espye and detest their abominable bypo 
crisy, but also men in whom none such graces no 
gifts were thought to have been, begun plainly t 
paint the same furth to the people, as the rhym 
made by Alexander Earl of Glencaim, yet alive, cai 
witness." The rhyme to which Knox refers wa 
" Ane Epistle durected from the Holy Herepiite c 
AUareit to his Brethren the Graye Frears." Tb 
Hermit of Allareit is mentioned by Sir David Ram 
say at the close of his Satyre of the three Eitaitis, 

" I will with ane humili spreit, 
Ga serve the Hermit of 'Lareit, 
And leir him for till flatter." 



Allareit, or 'Lareit, says Sibbald, was undoubted!; 
Loretto, at the east end of Musselburgh, where ther 
was formerly a chapel, belonging to the abbacy o 
Dunfermline, dedicated to the Lady of Loretto. O 
the " Hermit," we have the following instructive ac 
count in Mr. Dalyell's ** Cursory Kemarks on An 
Booke of Godly Songs," prefixed to his Collectioi 
of " Scottish Poems of the Sixteenth Century." " A 
person having lost a lawsuit, and being unable to pay 
took refuge in Holyrood-housc, which is still asanctu 
ary for debtors. He abstained a long time froo 
food ; on which tlie king, it is said, tried this faculty 
for thirty-two days in a private chamber. He wa 
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dunussed ; and coming half naked into the street 
professed to the people, that what he had done was 
from the assistance of the Virgin Mary. Many sup- 
posed him a sacred person ; but others, with more 
probability, that he ivas mad ; so that soon being 
neglected, he went to Rome, where he gave Pope 
Clement a similar proof; and besides getting a certi- 
ficate of so valuable a property, he obtained some 
money to defray the expense of a journey to Jeru- 
salem. As he returned by London, he preached 
against King Henry's divorce and defection from the 
Holy See, for which he was imprisoned ; and having 
fasted fifty days, he was dismissed for a madman. 
Falling in with another rogue by profession, who 
earned a livelihood by exhibiting miracles and selling 
relics, they agreed to join their fortunes. But one 
of them appropriating too much of the spoil, the 
other deserted him ; and erecting an altar (at Loretto) 
set up his own daughter, a beautiful young woman, 
as an image of the Virgin Mary, and thousands 
flocked to worship her. The cell at Loretto was a 
kind of fashionable resort. Young men and women 
made pilgrimages to the hermit, but for purposes very 
different from devout. His impostures were exposed 
when men durst begin to write." 

The first that exposed them in writing was Glen- 
cairn, in his " Epistle.'' It has no poetical merit, 
and is only curious as a relic of the history of the 
times. The following is the commencement : 

I Thomas, Hermit of Lariet, 

Saint Frances' bretheren heartily greet. 
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Beseching you with firm intent. 

To be wakryif and diligent : 

For thir Lutlierans risen and new. 

Our order daily dois pursue. 

Thir smailses* do set thir whole intent 

To read the English New Testament ; 

And say we have them clean disceyvit. 

Therefor in haste they must be stoppit. 

Onr state hypocresy they prise, 

And do blaspheme us on Uiis wise : 

Saying, that we are heretics. 

And false, loud, lying mastiss tykes, 

Cummerars and quellers of Christ's kirk, 

Sweir swingeours that will not work. 

But idly our living wins. 

Devouring wolves into sheep's skins. 

Hurkland with hoods into our neck. 

With Judas mind to jouk and beck ; 

Seeking God's people to devore. 

The overthrowers of God's gloir, 

Proffessors of hypocresy, 

And doctors in idolatrie, &c. &c. 

After continuing for some time in the same sti 
the Hermit proposes to his monkish brethren to 
deem the credit of the order by the ezhibitioi] 
pretended miracles. 

A ghaut I purpose to gar gang. 
By counsal of Frear Walter Lang, 



Simpletons. 
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Which shall make certain demonstrations. 

To beJp us in our procurations. 

Your holy order to decore. 

That practice he prov*d once before. 

Betwixt Kyrkcadie and Kinghome, &c. 

Although intemperate in his religious conduct, the 
Earl of Glencaim appears to have been highly 
esteemed among those of his own belief for bis kind- 
ness of heart, and habits of active beneficence. He 
was called " the oood earl ;" and no one can wish 
to dispute a title which popular opinion conferred. 

W. C. 
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DAVID MALLET. 



David Mall£t, or MalJoch, is said to have be< 
descendant of the clan Macgregor, so celebrated 
its misdeeds and its misfortunes* When, andei 
chieftainship of the noted Rob Roy, the whoK 
this race vrere proscribed by a solemn act of 
state, and the few who escaped famine or the sv 
were compelled to purchase their safety by stea 
into the Lowlands under fictitious names, tomi 
ihem, the ancestors of the poet, assumed tint 
Malloch. His father was one James Malloch, 
kept a public house at Crieff, on the borders of 
Highlands, where David was bom, as is genei 
supposed, about the year 1700. The history of 
early years, even till manhood, is involved in 
completest obscurity. He seems himself to ] 
wished, that it should rest so for ever ; nor can i 
said, that the conjectures of others have in the 1 
drawn the veil aside. One writer* tells an idle s 
of hb being compelled by the poverty of his pai 
to become Janitor of the High School of Edinbu 
an office which is never conferred except on age 
experience. The picture which Fergusson has g 
of the Janitor of his alma mater, is one which 
suit ail the rest of the tribe : 



• Companion to the Play-house, vol. ii. 
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*' Wi* liaffit locks sae smooth and sleek, 
John look'd like ony ancient Greek." 

Ajiother biographer, with greater appearance of 
fobabUity, infers, that Malloch studied at Aberdeen* 
rom his haTtng written some youthful yerses on the 
f pur of that university. If ever he wooed the das- 
ic muse on the banks of the Dee, he must, however, 
ave early left it for the university of Edinburgh ; 
or h is there that we meet with the first certain trace 
i lialioch. The Duke of Montrose having enquired 
kBong the professors for a fit person to be tutor to 
Ht sons, they recommended Malloch to the enviable 
kaation. It b scarcely necessary to say, that only 
Im greatest merit could have procured for a youth of 
NusUe parentage so distinguished a preference over 
lie rest of his fellow students ; nor is it easy to con* 
eive what motive Malloch could have had for con- 
iealing any of the means by which he arrived at 
Qch early eminence. They may have partaketi of 
ifficulty, but they could not be dishonorable. 

With his noble pupils, Malloch made the tour of 
Uirope. On their return, he continued to reside with 
Item at London ; and, from his station in so illustri- 
as a family, guned admission into tlic most polished 
ircles of society. " By degrees,** says Dr. John- 
an, ** having cleared his tongue from his native pro- 
OBCtation, so as to be no longer distinguished as a 
cot, he seemed inclined to disencumber himself 
x>m all adherences of his original, and took upon 
im to change his name from Scotch Malloeh to £n- 
lish Mallett without any imaginable reason of pre- 
■rence which the eye or ear can discover." The 
astm of prctVrcnci' is not perhaps so imperceptible^ 
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as the spirit in wliich the change was made i: 
tionable. He would have made the imprc 
in sound completer, by calling himself . 
and he would probably have done so had he n 
as afraid of the imputation of an Irish as of a 
original .• 

As Mallet, he became first favoorably know 
Englbh public by the affecting ballad of Willi 
Margaret It was printed in No. 36 of th^ 
Dealer, July 14, 1724. " Of this poem," 8 
Johnson, " he has been envied the reputatio 
plagiarism has been boldly charged, but 
proved.*' There is no doubt, however, that a 
degree of plagiarism is justly chargeable 
Mallet. The idea of the ballad was taken fi 
older ballads, entitled ** William's Ghaul 
" Fair Margaret and Sweet William ;" ftom w 
has also borrowed largely both in sentiment i 
pression. In " William's Ghaist" the spectral 
thus reclaims his plighted faith : 

O sweet Margret ! O dear Margret! 

I pray thee speak to me ; 
Give me my faitii and troth, Margret ! 

As I gave it to thee. 

And so in Mallet's poem, Margaret exclaim 

Bethink thee, William, of thy fault, 
Thy pledged and broken oath ; 

* The first time the name of David Mallei 
in print is in a Ibt of subscribers to Savage's '. 
lanies, 1726. 
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And give roe back my maiden vow, 
And give mc back my troth. 

a « Fair Margret and Sweet William*' tlie midnight 
le is introduced in a stanza which Mallet has 
o8t literally adopted for tlic commencement of his 
ad. 

When day was gone and night was come, 

And all men fast asleep. 
There came the spirit of fair Margret, 

And stood at William's feet 

lallet has here even preserved the defective rhyme 
iie original. In some of the later reprints of the 
ad, tliis defect has been amended, by changing 
second line into 

When night and morning meet ; 

it is the amendment of some friendly hand, and 
Mallet's own. 

'he conclusion of " William's Ghaist" had also 
lently been tlic model on which Mallet formed the 
ding-up of his tale. 

O stay, my only true love, stay. 

The constant Margret cry'd ; 
Wan grew her cheeks, she clos'd her e'en, 

Strctch'd her soft limbs, and died. 

till, however, notwithstanding all these traces of 
tation, there is enough of Mallet's own in the 
rn\ of William and Margaret, to justify all the 
tical reputation which it procured for its author. 
ARl .5.J F 
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I do not know of many ballads in better taste 
combining, in so short a space, a greater share of 
sentiment and appropriate imagery.* 

In 1728, Mallet produced ** the Excnrsioii,' 
imitation of " the Seasons'' of Thomson, w] 
friendship he enjoyed. It is a collection of poe 
landscapes, sketched with considerable elegance 
spirit, but with more gawdiness than troth of coj 
ing. 

Mallet's next production was the tragedy of E 
dice. It was brought out at Drory Lane ; bat oo 
received. When, thirty years after, Garrick atte 
ed to revive it, neither all the talents of that | 
actor, nor those of Mrs. Gibber, could procine i 



* A bold attempt was recently made in son 
the periodical journals to rob Mallet entirely oi 
merit of this ballad by & fabricated old venion, w 
Mallet was said to have adopted as his ovm, 
making a few alterations. The first and last i 
of this modem-antique may suffice to manlfesi 
cheat. 

When Hope lay h%uh*d in silent night, 
And Woe toas wrapped in sleep; 

In glided Margret's pale-ey'd ghost. 
And stood at William's feet 



Thrice call'd, unheard, on Margret's name. 
And thrice sore wept her fate. 

Then laid his cheek on her cold grave, 
And died and lov'd too late. 
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more faTonble reception. Yet, though the chief 
•ncters had sach able representatives, so much of 
. e^tist was Mallet, that, as Davis tells as, he sat 
1 the time in the orchestra, and bestowed his exe- 
itkms plentifully on the players, to whom entirely, 
: attributed the bad success of the piece. 
About this period. Mallet appears to have left the 
ontrose family, and to have been residing with Mr. 
night, at Gosfield, probably as tutor. There is a 
maikable letter extant from Pope to Mrs. Knight, 
which he speaks of Mallet in iht foUowmg affec- 
mate terms : "To prove to you how little essential 
friendship I hold letter writing, — I have not yet 
ritlen to Mr. Mallet, whom I love and esteem 
«atly, nay, whom I know to have as tender a heart, 
id that feels a remembrance as bug as any man." 
ow ill Mallet repaid this zealous friendship, we shall 
lerwards see. In the first warmth of it, he wrote, for no 



It may be safely affirmed, that such conceits as 
btinguish these two passages never belonged to any 
:ottish ballad, a century old. Tlie last is particu- 
xiy praised by its author. " None," he says, " can 
dp remaricing, how poor and flat the last line of the 
>py ends in the ballad, in comparison of the ori^- 
aI." He appears to have no conception of the simple 
ad genuine pathos of Mallet*s conclusion. 

And thrice he call'd on Margret's name. 

And thrice he wept full sore ; 
Then laid his cheek to her cold grave. 
And word spake never more. 

A. s. 
f2 
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other purpose* than to ])Ioa3C Pope, by abusing Bent- 
Icy, a poem, entitled " Verbal Criticism." It is stuffed, 
as Bcntlcy observes, ** with illiberal cant abont pedan- 
try and collectors of manuscripts. Real scholars will 
always speak with due regard of such names as the 
Scaligers, Salmasiuses, Heinsiuses, Burmans, Orono- 
viuses, Reiskiuscs, Marklands, Gesners, and Hcynea." 
Dr. Johnson allows the versification to be tolerable, 
but adds, with truth, that criticism cannot allow it a 
higher praise. 

When Frederick, Prince of Wales, was at variance 
with his father, and endeavoured to add to his popu- 
larity by the patronage of men of letters. Mallet bad 
the good fortune, through the recommendation of hh 
friends, to be appointed Under Secretary to Hit 
Royal Highness, witti a salary of 200L a year. 

In 1739 he published and dedicated to his royal 
patron " Mustapha," a tragedy. It was generally 
supposed to glance both at the King and at Sir Robert 
Walpole,in the characters of Solyman, the Magi^ficent, 
and Rustan, his vizier ; but it received, notwithstand- 
ing, ttie licence of the Lord Chamberlain, and was 
acted witli great applause. The first representation 
of the piece is said to have been honored ^itb the 
presence of all the heads of the opposition, and much 
of its success was, undoubtedly, owing to the allusicms 
which it was supposed to contain to the living acton 
in passing events. In most points of intrinsic merit it 
was, indeed, superior to Eurydicc ; but in general 
want of interest they are nearly on a par. 

In the year following. Mallet wrote, in conjunc- 
tion with lliomsun, by commanil (»f the prince, the 
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le of *' Alfred/' in honor of the birth-daj of the 
ess Augusts, his eldest daughter, (the late 
ess of Bmnswick.) It was twice acted in the 
nsof Ctiefden.. by London performers. After 
tson's death, Mallet was at some pains to revise 
public representation, and, with the aid of lofty 
: and splendid scenery, it attracted for a season 
eh notice as otiier Christmas spectacles are wont 
• 

1742, Mallet made a valuable addition to his 
le by marriage. He had already buried a first 
by whom he had several children ; but of this 
there is no account His second wife was a 
[jQcyEstob, daughter of Lord Cariisle's Steward, 
fvKom he received a portion of 10,000(. 
1740, Mallet wrote a " Life of Lord Bacon," 
1 was prefixed to an edition then published of 
>hilosopher's works. It b written with elegance, 
lews too glimmering an idea of the spirit which 
ited the illustrious individual pourtrayed, to be 
"eferred to for an accurate knowledge of his cha- 
. Dr. Johnson makes a just distinction, when 
7 8 of it, that it is known as appended to Bacon's 
les, but is no longer mentioned. 
come affluent, he appears to have grown lazy. 
I years had elapsed without any thing firom his 
nrhen he again appeared as a claimant for public 
r, by the publication of the " Hermit ; or, 
itor and Theodora." This poem has been con- 
ed by Dr. Warton, in hb i^ssay on the life 
IVritings of Pope, as exhibiting ** a nauseous 
ation of expressing every thing pompously and 
:aUy ;" but Dr. Johnson, more tender to its 

r 3 




.S4 MVKK OK KM INK. NT SCOTSMEN. 

nusritif, givcii it praise for " copiuuNncwi anclcU'gance 
of lati^Ui'i^r, vigour of KciitiiiH'nt, aiui imajjcry well 
iidapiod lo lake |)OH.<<esNion of ttiu fancy/' It mutt be 
allowed, indeed, tlint Uic. fault wliicli Warlon imputes 
to it, waM loo niucli in tin; taHtc of Jolmnon himself, to 
inaltc it NurpriNlng, that it Hlionid rscajH; hif diicrinu- 
nation ; yvX tlic reader who h deli^^htcd witli " Rm- 
Helas," will scarcely fail to derive pleasure from tiio 
" Hermit." It contiiinH a ^reat deal of i!xcellciit 
morality, enforced by that hent of all sanctions, 
tlie divine will. 

Wc conut now to a part of Mallet's history which 
has been the subject of much obst^rvation, and, de- 
servedly, of nnicli censure. l*ope, whose fricndslii|> 
it was an honor to have obtained, and not by any 
otheT honor to be; exceeded, had introduced Mallet to 
Holingbroke. When '< riie. Patriot King," by lioling- 
broke, was first written, only seven copies were 
printtui, and given to souk? jmrticular friends of tlie 
auUior, including X'ope among tbe number, wltli a 
positive injunction against publication ; his lordship 
assigning as his reascm, that tlie work was not finislied 
in such a way as he wished it to \h'. lieforc it went 
into tlie. world. Pope lent his copy to Mr* Ilalpb 
Allen, of I'rior X'ark, near liath, stilting to him, at the 
same time, the injunction of l<ord ilolingbroke ; but 
that g(>ntleman was so cnplivated with it, that lie 
prcsMui ro|)e to allow him to print a small impression 
at his own <!xpensr, using such caution as should 
eiTectually prevent a single copy g<'tting into the 
possession of any one till (he consent of tlie autlior 
should be obtainrd. Under this condition, Pope 
gav<' bis <:c»iis('iil. An i-iHtion was tben printed. 
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id up and deposited in a warehouse, of which 

received the key. Here it lay at the time of 
*s death, when the transaction came to the 
ledge of Lord Bolingbroke, who affected an ex- 
linary degree of indignation at what he was 
rd to call Pope's " breach of faitlj.'* Mallet 
een generally said to be the person who carried 
lie to his Iordship*s ear, but of this part of the 
ess, at least, he appears to have been innocent. 
ate Mr. George Hose, to whom all the particu- 
f the story were more titan once related by the 
>f Marchmont, the friend of Boiingbroke,givesan 
nt of the discovery, which seems in no way to 
>ate Mallet " On the circumstance," he says, 
Qg made known to Lord Bolingbroke, who was 
I guest in his own house at Battersea, with Lord 
hmont, to whom he had lent it for two or three 
, his lordship was in great indignation ; to ap- 

whicli, Lord Marchmont sent Mr. Grevinkop 
ng out the whole edition, of which a bonfire was 
itly made on the terrace at Battersea." His 
dp*s wratli, however, was not even to be thus ap- 
d.. He resolved now to revise and publish tlie 

himself, and employed Mallet to write a pre- 
in which the part Umt Pope had acted was to be 
sented to the world in the blackest and falsest 
rs possible. Mallet engaged with readiness in 
lious task, and tliough one cannot help think- 
that he must have had some compunctious 
igs, when he reflected, that the man whose 
)ry he was aspersing for hire, had been his 
I, the peiformance betrays nothing of the kind. 

15 every wlion' spokoii of in the most malignant 
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and contemptuous terms ; the affur of the safrep- 
titious edition, so bannless both in the intention and 
event, is represented as originating in the basest of 
motives ; every fact which could tend to the ezcnlpa^ 
tion of Pope, particularly the share which Allen had 
in the business, and the careful suppression of the 
copies until Bolingbroke's permission for their publi- 
cation could be procured, is entirely concealed. How 
far Mallet was as well acquainted, as Bolingbroke must 
have been, with the real facts of the case, we have no 
means of knowing ; nor can any one care about the 
proportions in which they divide the infamy of s«ich a 
transaction between them. 

Mr. D'Isracli, struck with the apparent inadequacy 
of this affair of the surreptitious edition, to cause all 
this rage un the part of Lord Bolingbroke, who had 
idolized Pope while living, and wept over him in 
death, suggests, that we ought rather to seek for the 
origin of it in resentment for the preference with 
which Pope had distinguished Warburton, whom 
Bolingbroke hat«>d. But though such may have been 
the real motive, it is not at all probable, that Mallet 
should have been made acquainted with it ; noi^ if he 
liad, would it have lessened the baseness of the hire- 
ling part he acted. 

At Bolingbroke 's death he rewarded the obnoxious 
service, which Mallet had done him, by bequeathing 
to him the care and profit of all his writings, pub- 
lished and unpublished ; a singular trust to place in a 
man, whose chief recommendation to lus notice had 
been the ease with which he could sacrifice the 
memory of a departed friend to his own interest, and 
another's malignity. It would seem as if the spirit of 
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retribution had dictated the t)equcst, in order that 
the tool of Boiingbroke's calumny on the memory of 
Pope, might also be the instrument of bringing shame 
on the memory of his calumniator. Mallet, with a 
view to his own emolument, proceeded to publish 
every scrap of Bolingbroke*s he could find, without 
ever attempting to make any discrimination between 
what was proper to be published and what ought to be 
suppressed, cither from a regard to the character of the 
writer, or a regard to the interests of society. Boling- 
broke, like Chesterfield and Hume, had left some- 
thing behind him worse than he produced in his life- 
time ; hb infidel principles were, in fact, but little 
known before his dcatli, except to his most intimate 
Iriends. It was reserved for Mallet, in the character- 
istic execution of the trust reposed in him, to make 
known to all the wprld, that his benefactor was a 
scoffer of that religion in which others place their as- 
surance of immortality. 

The manner in which Mallet conducted the publica- 
tion of these remains affords another unfavourable il- 
lustration of his character. Franklin, a printer, to 
whom many of Bolingbroke's political pieces, written 
during his opposition to Walpole, had been given, as 
he supposed, in perpetuity, laid claim to some com- 
pensation for tlicni. Mallet allowed his claim, and 
the amount of indemnity was referred to arbitrators, 
who were empowered to decide upon it by an instru- 
ment signed by the parties ; but wlien they decided 
unfavorably to Mr. Mallet, he refused to yield to the 
decision, and Franklin was thus deprived of tlic 
benefit of tlie award from his not having insisted on 
bonds of arbitration, to whieh Mnllet had objected as 
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degrading to a man of honour ! He then proceeded, 
vflth the help of Millar, the bookseller, to collect and 
priqt every thing which he could trace to have been 
written by Bolingbroke, and so sanguine were his 
hopes of profit from the speculation, that he rejected 
an offer of 3000/., which Millar made him, for the 
copy-right The collection at last appeared in five 
volumes quarto. Mallet had soon occasion to repent 
his refusal of Millar's liberal offer. The sale was so 
extremely slow, that the edition was not sold off in 
twenty years, even though assisted into notoriety by 
a presentment of the work by the Grand Jury of 
Westminster, on account of the profane sentiments 
which it contained. 

Mallet's next appearance, as an author, was of a 
still more revolting character than any thing which he 
had yet done. When the nation was exasperated by 
the disasters of an ill-conducted war, and the minist^ 
whhed to divert the public indignation from them- 
selves. Mallet was employed to turn it upon the un- 
fortunate Admiral Byng. He wrote a letter under 
the character of " A Plain Man," in which the dis- 
grace brought upon the Britbh arms, in the affair of 
Minorca, was imputed to the cowardice of Admiral 
Byng. It was printed on a large sheet, and circulated 
with great industry. How cruelly it effected its pnr- 
pose, need not be told. Byng is now universally 
considered to have fallen a victim to the popular 
clamour, which was thus raised against him, rather 
than to any actual demerit in his conduct. The price 
of blood, says Dr. Johnson, with fearful but just seve- 
rity, was a pension, which Mallet retained till his 
death. 
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Were it allowable to trace in the remote coase- 
quences of this event an apology for Mallet's share 
in contributing to it, the apology would be ample 
enough. The fate of Byng, however unmerited, has 
been a lesson of powerful utility to the British navy. 
Oae individual was sacrificed, but the permanent 
glory and prosperity of the country were promoted. 
Never till then was it sufficiently impressed on the 
minds of our officers, that where there is a possibili^ 
to nnk, bum, or destroy, no consideration whatever 
must interfere to prevent their venturing life and every 
thing in the attempt ; and hence, in a great measure, 
that succesaon of matchless achievements, which 
have, in later tiroes, raised the naval glory of Britain 
to so unrivalled a pitch, and so well illustrated the 
maxim of the immortal Nelson, that *' tn sea affiun, 
nothing iiimpouibU and nothing improbabU.** 

With all this, however, Mallet has nothing to do. 
He acted his part in the matter from the narrowest 
principle of self-interest, looking only to the pension 
which he was to receive for the prostitution of his 
talents, and careless who was to suffer or who to gain, 
so that his own ends were attained. 

Mallet was now for some years silent, but generally 
supposed not to be unoccupied. On the death of the 
celebrated Duchess of Marlborough, (1744) it was 
found by her will, that she had left to Mr. Glover, the 
author of Leonidas, and Mr. Mallet, jointiy, the 
sum of lOOOL, on condition, that they should draw up, 
from the family papers, a history of the Life of the 
Great Duke. The bequest was, however, accompa- 
nied with so many vexatious prohibitions and re- 
strictions, that Glover, a man of high spirit and virtue, 
refused to have any thiug to do with it. Mallet, lc«s 
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scrupulous, acco]itLHl tlie logac^^ under every condi- 
tion attached to it, and was put in possession of all the 
papers necessary fur proceeding with (he execation of 
liis task. The second Duke of Marlborough, in order 
to quicken his industry, very liberally added to the 
legacy an annual pension. Mallet then pretended to 
have begun his labours, and talked much and often of 
the progress he had made. In a dedication to hia 
Grace, of a collection of his poems, he even spoke ot 
having speedily the honor of dedicating to him tbe 
Life of his illustrious predecessor. On the death of 
Mallet, however, it did not appear tliat, notwithstand- 
ing all tlie money lie had pocketed, he had ever 
written a line on tlie subject 

In 1763, Mallet produced, at Drury Lane, his 
tragedy of " Elvira," which he u said to have written 
with tlie intention of promoting the ministerial views of 
his countryman. Lord Bute. He seems to have 
imagined, that, by the mere force of declamation, he 
could inspire an aversion for war, at a moment when 
the nation felt itself dishonored by an injurious peace* 
As nothing could be more preposterous than such an 
idea, it is not surprising, that the play, Uiough assisted 
by the ablest theatrical talents of the day, met with an 
extremely cold reception. The Critical Review, of 
that period, praisi^d it beyond bounds ; but as Mallet 
himself was known to be one of tho critics in that 
journal, the public were not induced to pay much re- 
spect to an nuthurity which might, very probably, be 
tliat of the author himself.^ 



* It is no secret, that when Smollet had the super- 
inltiidjuico of this lU view, he wa."< the ciilic of his 
own works. a. s. 
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Davies trils an amusing anecdote of the way in 
which Mallet tricked Garrick into the performance of 
tlus piece. He made lilm believe, that in the Life of 
Marlboroogfa, with which he always pretended to be 
so bosy, be had not failed to make honorable mention 
of Garrick's name. The vanity of the theatrical hero 
was flattered by the compliment, and there was no- 
thing, at that moment, which he would not do " to 
serve his good friend Mr. Mallet" 

In consequence of declining health, Mallet, ac- 
companied by his wife, sought the benefit of a change 
of air in the south of France ; but, after some time, 
finding no improvement, he returned to England, 
where he died, April 21, 1765. 

Mr. Mallet's stature, says Dr. Johnson, " was di- 
minative, but he was regularly formed. His appear- 
ance till he grew corpulent was agreeable, and he 
suffered it to want no recommendation that dress 
could give it" With tlie due embellishment of his 
exterior, his second wife is reported to have taken 
particular pains. She was ambitious that Mallet 
bhould appear like a gentleman of distinction, and, 
from her great kindness, always chose herself to pur- 
chase every thing he wore, and to let her friends 
know that it was out of her fortune she did so. 

After the many lamentable proofs which the history 
of Mallet's life has furnislied of his want of honor, 
feeling, and integrity, no one can be surprised to 
Icam, that, among his friends, he was a declared free- 
thinker in principK'. His wife, too, chose to profess 
iulidelity ; and, as may nalurnlly be expected, their 
company was selected from among persons of con- 
(."cnial s<'ntiments. Gibbon aj>pcars to have been a 
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frequent guest at their table. The lady used to 
a prominent part in the conversation ; and, pro 
her opinions, would often, in the warmth of argui 
prefiu» them with the exclamation, " Sir, we Dt 

It is only as Mallet the poet, that it is poani 
rpst, for a moment, without dissatisfaction on hij 
racter. Several of his pieces have suffered in di 
reputation from the temporary purposes to ^ 
they were directed, but all of them display a 
ness of language, elegance of style, and for 
sentiment, which will entitie them to pnaen 
and remembrance. Had he never written any 
but the ballad of " William and Margaret," B 
would have deserved, for that alone, to have Iti 
future ages. 

Of the children whom he had by his first 
one, named Cilesia, who was married to an Itali 
rank, wrote a tiagedy, called " Almida," whic 
acted at Drury Lane. This lady died at Oen 
1790. 

D. 
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WILLIAM FALCONER. 



Thy woes, Arion ! and thy simple tale, 
O'er all the heart shall triumph and prevail. 

Campbell, 



N^iVLiAM Falconer was bom at Edinburgh, accord' 
ng to some authorities, about the year 1730, and to 
»thars, 1735. His father was. originally a barber and 
rig-maker, but afterwards kept a grocer's shop. He 
s said to have been another Partridge for wit and hu- 
nour ; and, like most men whose minds are above 
keir condition, lived poor, though admired. He had 
I large family, all of whom, with the single exception 
jf William the poet, had the singular misfortune of 
King either deaf or dumb. What extent of education 
MTilliam received has never clearly appeared. All his 
brmer biographers say, it was a common education ; 
Kit it seems more probable, that the afflicting dispen- 
lation of Providence, which spared his father the 
lecessity of sending his other children to school, had 
inabled him, though in indigent circumstances, to 
)estow more than usual pains on his favoured child. 
[n the character of Arion in the Shipwreck, which 
vas evidently intended for his own, Falconer speaks 
»f his early attainments in terms which afford strong 
aipport to this supposition. 

While yet a stripling, oft, with fond alarms, 
His bosom danc'd to Nature's boundless charms ; 

o2 
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On him fair Science dawn'd In I 
Awakening into bloom young f< 
But frowning fortune, with unti 
The blossom withered and the d{ 

The affairs of his father, whici 
perous, fell into great derangcrae 
his wife, a woman whose pruden 
long averted the impending crisis 
of the more helpless members ol 
their way to the workhouse,* Wil 

** Forlorn of heart, and by s 
Condemned reluctant to the 1 

He engaged as an apprentice oi 
vessel at Leith ; and, at the concli 
service, was eitlier impressed or < 
into the Royal Navy. The pui 
which he belonged was Mr. Car 
author of Lexiphanes ; and to hi 
to have been assigned as a scrvs 
speedily discovered indications ( 
the common order, in his attend 
Dr. Currie, he delighted in impi 
the young seaman ; and afterwai 



* " Long after the commejicem> 
tance with him/' says Captain Hi 
of the family labouring under th( 
poor-house at Edinburgh, where tl 
their death." 
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I celebrity, this early patron felt a pride 
hat he had once been his scholar. 
Campbelli however. Falconer could not 
d long, for throngh some tnm of fortune, 
t now be traced, we find him, in his 
iar, wandering about the port of Alexau- 
he was engaged as second mate of the 
merchantman, bound for Venice. On 
dreadful storm arose, and the Tessei was 
Cape Colonna, on the coast of Greece, 
company. Falconer and two others were 
ons who escaped a watery gn|ve« 
•Vilconer revisited his native place, still 
! than a humble sailor. On this occa- 
e his first appearance before the public 
by the publication of a poem, Saerid to 
f His Royal Highna$ Frederick Prince 
was but a poor performance, and scarce- 
. glimpse of that poetical talent which 
rwards displayed. 

more years, which are supposed to have 
1 the merchant service, Falconer again 
rd of a man of war. Fortune seemed 
Lime, to smile upon him. His talents 
notice of his superiors, and in 1757, he 
I to the quarter deck of tlie Ramilies. 
. situation, he profited by the greater 
it afforded, to cultivate with assiduity 
powers ; and, though the libraries of 
I are not often of the most choice de- 
friendship of the poet's messmates must 
e supplied hlra with many books, which 
mind and gave expansion to his ideas, 
o 3 
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Many occasional |)o(.iiis which he wrote at this iieriocl 
wcH! trati»iiiittc(i tu tiiat general r(>|K)sitory of fugi- 
tive lilernltiru, the Gcnth;nmirs Magazine. Mr. 
Clarke* has pointed out the following pieces as ha- 
ving b(*un written h)f Falconer. — " On the uncoiumoii 
Scarcity of Poetry in that publication, (the Gent 
Mag.)" «ignccJ " J. W. a Sailor." March, 1756. llic 
(lili'erencc between tlie.ie initials and those ofFal- 
contT make hi^ claim to thiN piece ratlier doubtful* 
" The (yhaplain'H I'etition to the Lieutenants of tbc 
Ward Room/' 17/)i) ; " Verses addressed to a Lady, 
dat(>d IL M. S. Uamilies, Hay of Biscay, 25tli Nov. 
ir.'iH ;" " J^escription of a Ninety Gun Ship,*' 1759. 
Mr. Clarke also gives to Falconer the cr<<tlitof a little 
poem, entitled ** the Mid.slii|)nian,"dt>!icriptivc of the 
humours of tlit; orlop deck ; and states some reasons 
for believing him to be the author of " CcAse, rude 
l^jrcas," and several otlier well known sea songs, 
which came into vogue about tiiis period. 

While thus writing hims<-lf into notice. Falconer 
had, a second time, the misfortune to suflcr shipwrt^ck. 
On the 5th of February, 1760, Arlmiral Boscawen, 
in the Iloyal William, saihtd from I My mouth Sound, 
with the llamilies and live other sail of the line,, to 
take the command of the fleet hi (^uiberon Bay. The 
wind soon after shifted to the westwanl,and increased 
to a violent gale, which disper.s(>d the squadron. Tlio 
Kamili<-s was so much shatUtred, that its commander. 
Captain Taylor, bore away for Plymouth. On tlic 
L^th, in coming up (Channel, he discovered the B )Il- 



' fx'l.irke's edilidii of tlic Shipwprk. 
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bat the weather being extremely thick and 
he mistook it for the Ram -head, and stood on 
s ship was so entangled with the shore, that it 
iposstble to weather it. Captain Taylor ordered 
ists to be cut away, and came to an anchor ; but 
trm raged with such fury, that the cables parted, 
le ship was driven on the breakers and dashed 
ces. The only persons saved, out of a crew of 
hundred and thirty-four men, were Falconer 
renty-five men, who escaped the melancholy 
r their companions by jumping from tlie stem 
rocks. 

zoner wrote some verses on this catastrophe, 
appeared shortly after, under the title of " the 
»f the Ramilies," m the Gentleman's Magazine, 
nearly two years subsequent to this period, his 
f is unknown. In whatever situation, or in 
ver degree of comfort, they were spent, they 
lave been years of considerable leisure and me- 
m ; for all at once, he burst from his obscurity 
I poem, not only of the most finished descrip- 
*ut of such excellence, as to rank him among 
ust eminent bards of his country. This was the 
jwreck, in three Cantos, by a Sailor," first pub- 

by Millar in 1762. It was dedicated to Ed- 
Duke of York, brother of the king, who had 
luisted his flag as Rear Admiral of the Blue, on 

the Princess Amelia of 80 guns, attachcil to 
ct under Sir Edward Uawke. 
: poom was preceded by the following appro- 

luotto : 

Qua; ipse miserrima viji, 

*t quorum par>i majzTi^ fui. 
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The Shipwreck, which he selected for his theme, 
was that in which he had first been a sufferer oo 
board the Britannia ; and from this circumstance it 
has been inferred, that ever since that erent he had 
been employed on the poem. The choice Beemi, 
however, referable to reasons which, though they do 
not negative tliis inference, do not coontenanoe it 
Between the wreck of a first-rate British man of war 
and that of a small Levant trader, there could, in 
point of importance of subject, be no comparls<Hi ; 
and when we consider besides, how much the public 
mind was affected at the time by the loss of the Ra- 
milies, it may perhaps be thought, that Falconer 
missed an excellent opportunity of identifying hu 
poetical powers with a catastrophe which a natioii 
lamented. Let us attend, however, on the other 
hand, to the circumstance which might recommend 
the shipwreck of the inferior vessel to a poetical 
mind. The Britaniua had been cast away on a 
classic shore ; and an opportunity was thus afforded 
of dignifying and embellishing a narrative of sea ad- 
venture, with allusions to classic story, which in any 
other situation would have been chargeable with 
affectation and conceit. The reflections, for example, 
which Falconer has in the following passage intro- 
duced with propriety, because the country where the 
disaster happened was that of a Zeno, an Epictetos, 
and a Socrates, would, in the description of a wreck on 
the coast of Cornwall, or the Orkneys, have 
seemed not merely far-fetched, but verging on the 
ludicrous : 

And now lash'd on by destiny severe. 

With horror fraught, tiie dreadful scene drew near ! 
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The fhip hangs hovering on tlic verge of death, 
Hell yawns, rocks rise, and breakers roar beneath ! 
In vain, alas ! the sacred shades of yore 
Wonld arm the mind with philosophic lore ; 
In vain they'd teach us, at the latest breath. 
To aroilc serene amid the pangs of death. 
Even Zeno's self, and Kpictetus old. 
This fell abyss had shudder'd to behold. 
Had Socrates, for god-like virtue fam'd, 
And wisest of the sons of men proclaimed. 
Beheld this scene of frenzy and distress. 
His soul had trembl'd to its last recess, &c. 

We have another reason for the preference which 
Falconer may have given to the shores of Greece, in 
the striking contrast which he has himself drawn be- 
tween them and those of England, in respect to the 
treatment given to siiipwrccked mariners. Albert, in 
addressing his men, alludes to the inhuman practice 
which then prevailed on some parts of the English 
coast, where a " lawless brood" 

Oft wound to death the helpless plunder'd crew, 
Who, *scap'd from every horror of the main, 
Implore their mcrcy^ but implore in vain. 

He then consoles them with the difTcrcnt prospect 
before tliem : 

But dread not this ; a crime to Greece unknown ; 
Such bloodhounds all her circling shores disown ! 
Her sons, by barbarous tyranny opprcst, 
Can nharc afllictiun with the wretch distrest : 
Their hearts by cruel fate inur'd to grief, 
Oft to the friendless stranger yield relief. 
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Every one must be sensible, that to lay the 8C< 
of his " Shipwreck," where the sympathy excited 
the wretched sufferers was sure not to be shocked 
any revolting barbarity in our own species, wai 
evince the jugtcst notion of the pathetic. The 
humanity of the English " wreckers" might se 
well for contrast ; but it would have made a tale 
honors too tenific, to have added, to the shipwn 
of Arion and his companions, their destructioii bj 
merciless banditti. 

While such considerations present themselves 
favour of the scene where Falconer's poem is hiid, ii 
hardly doing justice to his powers of discriminati< 
to suppose, tliat the choice was merely the acdden 
consequence of the priority of his shipwreck on \ 
shores of Greece, to that on board of the Bamili 
It seems rather probable, that he proceeded by 
inverted order, and that his verses on the loss of 1 
Ramilies first gave the idea of the more extend 
poem on the loss of the Britannia. The tribi 
which he paid to the memory of the Prince 
Wales, shews what were hb poetical powers af 
his first misfortune ; and, if we examine the Sh 
wreck by this test, it will be found, that there 
scarcely a couplet in it which can be referred to 
humble a level. It displays every where proofs 
having been begun and ended during a far more f 
vanced period of improvement, when he had acqiui 
an astonishing mastery over the mechanism of vers 
cation, and was rich in ideas, the fruit of long ( 
perience and reflection. It b deserving too of obs 
vation, that in many places the story has eviden 
been indebted for circumstances that heigbtoi 



I 
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istf to what the author could only have witnessed 
oard the Ramilies ; and though it is possible 
these may have been additions to a poem pre- 
ly written, yet there is an air of original con- 
Klness in the narrative, which by no means 
urs the supposition. The heaving the gum over' 
'. is one very striking instance of that man-of-war 
rience which pervades the poem ; nor could any 
; but the latitude of poetical licence justify the 
duction of such a circumstance into the descrip- 
)fa merchant vessel in distress, 
le reception which the " Shipwreck" experienced 
the public, was, in the highest degree, flattering 
I author. It was universally hailed as an acces- 
to English poetry. The Duke of York, to whom 
B inscribed, shared in the general admiration, and 
me desirous of seeing the author in a situation 
e he could befriend him. Falconer, assured of 
distinguished patronage, was tempted to try once 
his fortune at sea ; and in the course of the 
ner of 1762, we find him, a second time, rated 
midshipman, on board the Royal George, which 
the flag of Sir Edward Hawke. 
le Duke of York, not long after, embarked on 
J the Centurion, Commodore Harrison, for the 
iterranean \ and Falconer, to improve tlie hold he 
gained on his esteem, publbhed, on the occasion, 
' Ode on the Duke of York's second departuro 
England as Rear Admiral." Towards the con- 
on of the poem, he thus gratefully acknowledges 
Loyal Highness's kiudness to himself. 

No happy son of wealth or fame, 

To court a royal patron came : 
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A hapless youth, whose vital page 
Was one sad Icngtheucd tale of woe ; 

Where ruthless fate, impelling tides of rage. 
Bade wave on wave in dire succession flow ; 
To glittering stars, and titled names unknown, 
Preferr'd his suit to thee alone. 

The tale your sacred pity mov^d. 
You felt, consented, and approved. 

Falconer, now finding, thati}y the rules, of the ser- 
vice he must continue some years more as a midship- 
man, before he could, even with the royal interest, 
obtain any advancement, prudently resolved to 
transfer himself to the civil department of the navy, 
in order that he might the mtre speedily atail 
himself of the influence of hb illustrioas patron. On 
his wishes being stated to the duke, his Royal High- 
ness immediately procured him tlie appointment of 
purser to the Glory frigate, of S2 guns. 

About this period, he is supposed to have written 
" The Fond Lover, a ballad," and an " Address to 
IVIiranda." The latter has been praised by Ritson, 
and as it is believed to have conveyed the sentiments 
of a real passion, it claims a place in the anther's 
biography. 

Address to Miranda, 

The smiling plains, profusely gay. 
Arc dress'd in all the pride of May ; 
The birds on ev'ry spray above 
To rapture wake the vocal grove. 

But ah, Miranda ! without thee 

Nor s])ring, nor summer, smiles on me ; 
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All lonely in the secret shade, 

I mourn thy absence, charming maid ! 

O soft as love ! as honour fair ! 
Serenely sweet as vernal air ! 
Come to roy arms, for you alone 
Can all my absence past atone. 

O come! and to my bleeding heart 
The sovereign balm of love impart ; 
Thy presence lasting joy shall bring, 
And give the year, eternal spring ! 

His ** Miranda*' was a Miss Hicks, tlic daughter 
>f the surgeon of Sheemess Dock Yard, whose hand 
le had now the happiness to receive in raaniage. 
Urs. Falconer is described, by those who knew her, 
to have been a lady of superior taste and abilities ; 
md it is said to have been the lustre of her mind, 
ather than the charms of her person, which attracted 
ind confirmed the affection of Arion. 

At the piece of 176S, the Glory was laid op in 
>niinary at Chatham,, and Falconer was on the point 
)f being driven to live on shore, on the small pittance 
>f a purser's half pay, when the commissioner of tlie 
Dock Yard, a brother of the celebrated Jonas Han- 
ray, generously ordered the captain's cabin to be 
itted up for his residence. In thb characteristic 
>lace of retreat for a sailor poet, he was enabled, for 

time, to enjoy all the luxury of literary pursuits, 
ndisturbcd by the din of the world, and free from 
aatiy of its cares. 

It was probably about this period, that Falconer 
pared a few mouths to pay a farewell visit to his na- 

FART 5.] H 
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tive country. Dr. Irving, in an imperfect 
vrbich he published of Falconer's life in 18( 
that" after the publication of the Shipwreck, 
a final visit to Scotland ;'* but he does not sp< 
time more psecisely. While on this visit, 
told, that '' he resided for some time at the n 
Gladsmuir, which was then possessed by his 
ous kinsman, Dr. Robertson. This great h 
whose father was the cousin-german of old F 
seems to liave been proud to acknowledge 1 
tionship to the ingenious self-taught poet." 

In 1764, Falconer presented the public wit 
edition of his Shipwreck in 8vo. consideral 
proved and enlarged, containing upwards of 
sand additional lines. 

In 1766, he availed himself of the politi 
putes which then agitated the nation, to evi 
attachment to the government by entering th( 
its defence. He wrote " The Demagogue,*' 
purpose of abusing Mr. Htt, afterwards \ 
Chatham, Wilkes, Churchill, and other party 
the day. The poem was called a satire, but 1 
racters are rather reviled, than satirized. Tfa 
ments of a production, which may have been< 
by an honest gratitude for favours received a 
tinued to be enjoyed, demand, however, some 
tion from severity of criticism. As a poem, i 
nothing to liis fame. 

In the following year, he left his aquatic 
ment on board the Glory, to assume the active 
of the pursership of the Swiftsure, an appo; 
to which his political zeal had perhaps, in so 
gice, contributed. He appears soon after, h< 
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to have fallen into difficulties which obliged him to 
take up his residence in the metropolis^ and, as may 
be concluded, to abandon his situation in the Swift- 
sure. Here he lived, for soiqe time, in very 
straitened circumstances, deriving his principal 
means of subsistence from writing in the Critical 
Review, and other periodical publications. It is 
saki, that the late Mr. John Murray, of Fleet-street, 
offered to take him into partnership with him, in the 
bookselling business ; but» for some reasons which 
have not been explained, the offer thus liberally made 
did not lead to so desirable a connection. 

In 1769, he published *' The Marine Dictionaiy," 
a work which had occupied the chief part of his 
attention during his retirement at Chatham, but had 
not till now been completed. The idea of thb com^ 
pilation was first suggested to him by George Lewis 
Scott, Esq. It has been always highly praised by. 
naval men for its completeness and accuracy. In a 
coinpUmentary letter which Falconer received from the 
celebrated Du Harael, who, besides his botanical 
works, distinguished himself by some writings on 
naval architecture, the writer speaks of ** the Marine 
Dictionary" as supplying an absolute desideratum in 
naval literature. ** C« livre manquoit absolument" 

The publication of this valuable work appears to 
have recalled Falconer to the favorable consideration 
of the Admiralty Board. He was almost immedi- 
ately after appointed purser to the Aurora frigate, 
which was appointed to carry out to India Messrs. 
Vansittart, Scrofton, and Forde, as supervisors of the 
affairs of Uic company ; and he was also promised 
the oirico of private secretary to these gentlemen. 

II 2 
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Before sailing for India, Falconer supcrintcnde 
the printing of a third edition of his " Shipwreck ; 
but in the agitatiou of mind, attendant on his a| 
preaching departure, he appears to have suffered 
to pass through his hands in a very negligent stmt 
Almost all the additions and alterations which be h 
troduced into this edition were imperfections. M 
Clarke has since judiciously endeavoured, with tl 
assbtance of the first and second editions, to mal 
the author correct himself, and has thus, in a grei 
measure, succeeded in restoring the purity of tk 
original text. 

The Aurora sailed from England on the 30th < 
September, 1769, and reached the Cape of Goo 
Hope on the 27th of December following. Hen 
the commander. Captain Lee, though a stranger t 
the difficult navigation of the Mozambique chaune 
expressed his intention of proceeding by that roof 
to India. Mr. Vansittart endeavoured, but in tub 
to dissuade him from the attempt ; and was so dli 
pleased witli his obstinacy, that, if there had been ai 
outward bound East Indiaman at the Cape, at thi 
time, he declared hi* would have quitted the Auron 
The fears of this gentleman were but too well found* 
ed. After leaving the Cape, tiie Aurora was neve 
seen more ; and poor Falconer, by a characterisfi 
fatality, perished by a similar infliction of Profi* 
dence to that which it had been the pride of hk 
muse to describe. It was for years supposed, thtt 
none of all who were on board had survived to tdl 
the story of the loss ; but on the 19th of November, 
1773, a black made his appearance before the £mI 
India Directors, who affirmed, *' that he was one of 
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five persons who had been saved from the wreck of 
the Aurora ; tiiat she had been cast away on a reef 
of rocks off Mocoa ; that he was two years upon an 
island after he had escaped ; and was, at length, mi- 
lacnlously preserved by a country ship happening to 
touch at that island." 

<* In person," says Mr. Clarke, " Falconer was 
about five feet seven inches in height ; of a thin light 
make, with a dark weathci-beatcn complexion, and 
rather what is termed hard featured, being considera" 
bly marked with the small pox ; bis hair was of a 
brouubh hue. In point of address, his manner was 
blunt, awkward, and forbidding ; but he spoke with 
great fluency ; and his simple, yet impressive, diction 
was couched in words which reminded his hearers of 
the terseness of Swift. Though he possessed a warm 
and friendly disposition, he was fond of controversy, 
and inclined to satiie. His observation was keen 
and rapid ; his criticisms on any iuaccuracy of lan- 
guage or expression were frequently severe ; yet this 
severity was always intended eventually to create 
mirth, and not, by any means, to shew hb own su- 
pei'ioi'ily, or to give the smallest offence. In his na- 
tural temper, he was cheerful, and frequently used 
io amuse his messmates, by composing acrostics on 
their favourites, in which he particularly excelled.* 



* How well he was beloved by bis messmates, is 
agreeably exemplified in a passnge of an interesting 
little work, entitled " The Journal of a Seaman, 
wi-itlen in 17;).3," and published by Mr. Murray in 
181;>. " How often," says the author, " have I 
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** As a professional man, lie was a thorough sea 
and, like most of that profession, was kind, [ 
reus, and benevolent." 

His life had been too clouded by adversity to 
ble him to leave any provision for his widow 
having had no children, she was fortunately 
cumbered with the cares of a family. After th< 
of her husband became known, Mr. Cadell, 
published the Marine Dictionaryf made her u 
liberal presents, in consideration of the exte 
sale of that work. She afterwards retired to '. 
where she died. 

The poetical reputation which Falconer enj< 
while living, has not diminished, with the lap 
time, since his death ; but it is by the " Shipwi 
alone, he continues to be known ; all his other p 
being either forgotten or neglected. The hoj 
immortality which he ventures to express in th 
troduction to this poem, bids fair to be realized 
name, this 

tragic story, from the wave 

Of dark oblivion, haply yet may save. 



wished to have the associate of my youth, Bill 
coner, with me, to explore these beauties, ai 
record them in his sweet poetry ; but alas! I p 
with him in Old England, never perhaps to meet 
in this world. His may be a happier lot. Led 
gentler star, he may pass through this busy ! 
with more ease and tranquillity than has been 
portion of his humbl friend, Penrose." 
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Its popularity rests on grounds which no criticism 
will perhaps ever impair. It is the only poera, of 
length, in our language, which describes the wonders 
of that element on which our most glorious triumphs, 
as a people, have been achieved ; the only piece of 
poetic painting, in which a brother, sister, mistress, 
wi£e, or friend, can trace a faithful delineation of the 
many hardships and perils to which tliousands of our 
Imtvest sons are daily and hourly exposed. As Fal- 
coner himself lias beautifully said, it was his lot to 
be the first who, 

in lamenting numbers o'er the Deep, 



With conscious anguish, taught the harp to weep. 

Nor is the subject of the Shipwreck merely original ; 
it is treated with originality. " His Sunset, Midnight, 
Morning, &c.'* it has been truly remarked, ** arc not 
such as have descended from poet to poet He be- 
held these objects under circumstances in which it is 
the lot of few poets to be placed. His images cannot 
therefore be transferred or borrowed j they have an 
appropriation which must not be disturbed, nor can 
we trace them to any source but that of genuine 
poetry. Although we may suspect that he had stu- 
died the iE«neid, there are no marks of servile imita- 
tion ; while he has the high merit of enriching En- 
glish poetry by a new train of ideas, and conducting 
the imagination into an undiscovered country." 

The ** Shipwreck" has yet higher claims to esteem 
as a work of utility. It is seldom, that poetry can lay 
claim to the merit of being so directly and extensively 
instructive as in the present instance. The people of 
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Herefordshire would probably not have brewed b 
" cyder" than they do now, though Philips's p 
on that subject, had never been written; nor 
" the Fleece" of Dyer be supposed to have cc 
buted much to the excellence of the woollen m 
factures of Yorkshire; but either honorable 
belle themselves, or the nautical knowledge digpli 
in the Shipwreck must have had an irapo: 
share in improving the skill of our seamen, 
consequently in extending and maintaining oar 
pirc over the ocean. Mr. Clarke, whose zeal foi 
reputation of the British Navy must exempt 
from any suspicion of wishing to detract firon 
well earned fame, says, that the Shipwreck '* 
inestimable value to this country, since it con 
within itself the rudiments of navigation; ii 
sufficient to fovm a complete seaman, it may 
tainly be considered as the grammar of hb pr 
sional science. I have heard many experie 
officers declare, that the rules and maxims deli^ 
in this poem, for the conduct of a ship in the 
perilous emergency, form the best, indeed the < 
opinions which a skilful mariner should adopt.'' 
is a curious fact, that Falconer, in his preface t 
poem, confesses, that he was more tenacious o 
reputation as a sailor than a poet ; he probably 
that to shew deficiency in what was the busine 
his life, might justify reproach, while to fail 
poet could surprise no one who did justice to 
as a sailor. 

The chief fault which has been found with 
" Shipwreck" is one arising almost necessarily o 
the subject, and for which the interest and import 
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of that subject ought, at all events, to atone. The 
9ea>pbrases in which it abounds are said to obscure 
the sense, and embarrass tlie reader. It is very pro- 
bable, that such may be their effect with many 
readers, indolent ones especially ; but to admit this 
as a well founded objection, would be, in other words, 
to say, that a poem about the sea ought to exclude 
all words which are used at sea, because those on 
land do not happen to understand them. Could it 
be shewn, that he might have been more sparing in 
the use of nautical phrases, without lessening the 
number of nautical precepts which the poem con- 
tuns, there might have been some reason to question 
his taste ; but, next to the skill with which he has 
softened the introduction of such phrases by an ex- 
qouite harmony of numbers, few things in the work 
arc more remarkable, than the care with which he has 
avoided loading his diction with uncouth expressions, 
where the fancy merely was to be pleased, and not the 
judgement informed. 

It is quite tnic, that in proportion as the poem is 
difficult to be understood by the general reader, its 
chance of readers b diminished ; nor can any argu- 
ment avert from the fame of Falconer this penalty 
for writing: on a subject not equally familiar to all the 
worid. But with all the limitations which may arise 
from this cause, there will still remain, among those 
acquainted with nautical affairs, and those interested 
in them, enough of readers of the Shipwreck to con- 
stitute an admiration, which the proudest of poets 
might envy. 

R.F. 
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FRANCIS GARDEN, ESQ. 

(Loud Gardenstone.) 



Faancis Garden was bom at Edinburgh, Jon 
1721. He was the second son of Alexander Ga 
Esq. of Troup, and Jane, daughter of Sir Fi 
Grant, of Culien, one of the Senators of the 
lege of Justice. After passing through the i 
course of liberal education at the university c 
native city, he applied to the study of law as a 
fession, and was admitted a member of the Fa 
of Advocates in 1744f. 

For some years Mr. Garden was less d 
guished for his displays at the bar, than for i 
position to literary pursuits, and the gay e 
ments of convivial intercourse. His chief d 
was in the social circle, where a lively ian< 
strong flow of constitutional good humour, and 
of that fondness for new opinions, so comiD< 
young and ardent minds, made him equally be 
and admired. Occasionally, the Muses would 
in for a share of his devotions ; and the last 
ditty, or Imitation of Horace, by Mr. Garden 
oftener uiquired after among hb friends, than 
important cause he bad last pleaded befon 
courts. 

Although such habits cannot be supposed tc 
been favorable to his progress in legal know] 
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yet no sach deficiency was ever perceptible in his 
professional appearances. Witli the aid of a vigor- 
ous understanding, great quickness in getting at the 
points on which an issue depended, and a manly, 
engaging style of eloquence, he covered over all de- 
fects, and left his clients no reason to complain of the 
want either of ability or zeaF in their advocate. His 
reputation as a barrister increased almost in spite of 
himself and of his gay propensities ; and there were, 
at length, few important causes in which he was not 
engaged. In the celebrated one relating to the 
Douglas Peerage, he took a leading part, and was 
one of the counsel sent to France, to inquire into the 
circumstances connected with the case which occurred 
in that country. 

In 1764, Mr. Garden was promoted to be His Ma- 
jesty's Solicitor General -, and shortly after raised to 
the bench, when he assumed the title of Lord Gar- 
denstone. 

His lordship had, a few years before this event, 
made a purchase of the estate of Johnston, in the 
county of Kincardine ; and his office of judge afford- 
ing him considerable leisure, he now commenced 
upon his property one of the most liberal schemes of 
improvement which have been witnessed in Scotland 
for the last century. Adjoining to the estate was a 
miserable village, called Laurencekirk. In 1730, the 
number of inhabitants in it did not exceed eighty, 
and, at the time of Lord Gardenstone*5 purchase, 
they had decreased to fifty-four. In 1765, his lord- 
ship laiH down a plan of a new village, and began to 
offer leases of small farms, and ground for building 
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upon, for llic term of one hiindrod yenrs nt u lovr 
rent, and on the must liberal conditions* SettJcn, of 
all descriptions, flocked rapidly to the village ; and 
as a still farther encourageracmt, his lordship, within 
a few years, reduced his ground rents to one half of 
tlie original rate. His next object was to provide em- 
ployment for this increasing population ; and with 
this view, he engaged in several undertakings, wbldi 
were not, however, attended witli that success which 
he anticipated. Projects for the cstabiislunent of 
a print-field, and manufactures of linen and 
stockings, attempted with sanguine hopes in the new 
village, and chiefly at his loniship's risk and expenie, 
misgave in such a manner as might well have dis- 
spirited a man of less steady and ardent philanthropy. 
But the village, notwithstanding, still contmucd lo 
increase in size and prosperity ; and many useful 
manufactures sprung up, as it were spontaneously, 
among the people themselves ; in ])articular, that of 
the snulF boxes, for which Laurencekirk has since 
become so famous. In 1779, his lordship procured 
it to be erected into a Burgh of Barony, with power 
to elect every three years a baillie and four counsel- 
lors, to regulate tlic police of the burgh, with tlie 
privilege of holding weekly markets and an annual 
fair. He also erected a handsome inn for the recep- 
tion of travellers, and furnished it with a library for 
their amusement, (probably the only one of tlic kind 
in either kingdom,) and with an album for the recep- 
tion of fugitive specimens of poetry, in imitation of 
those to be met with at most })laces of note on the 
continent. And to complete his lordship's latisfactioo. 
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be had, at leDgth, the pleasure of seeing a linen ma- 
ao&ctory and bleach-field established, and in a 
thimng state. 

A late English tourist (Skrine) in speaking of Lau- 
lencekiric, describes it in the following animated 
terms : " The taste and liberality of Lord Garden- 
stone have decorated thb spot in a manner very on- 
Qsoai in Scotland, neatness appearing to be its pre- 
vailing character, and even elegance being, in some 
respects, studied. Not content with employing those 
leisure hours, which the high station he held in a la- 
borious profession allowed him, in adorning his pa- 
trimonial territory, this nobleman extended his cares 
over all the poorer order of people, and shone most 
as the patron of industry and virtue. Renouncing all 
those oppressive and invidious privileges which still 
exist as relics of the feudal system in Scotland, he 
set a noble example to tlie great landholders in hb 
neighbourhood, and obtained a just portion of admi- 
ration and applause, without meanly courting the 
public favour, or seeking adulation from sycophants. 
Inflexibly severe in holding the balance of justice, he 
restraiued transgressions by his authority, and pre- 
vented the temptation to commit them, by the judi- 
cious liberality with which he encouraged industry 
and established various manufactures within his ex- 
tensive domain. The village of Laurencekirk owes 
its existence and prosperity to these active virtues, 
being entirely rebuilt by hb munificence." 

In a memoir which his lordship had occasion to 
write concerning this village, he thus nobly estimates 
the satbfaction which he had derived from the 
undertaking. •' He had," he says, " tried in some 
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measure a variety of the pleasures which mankind 
pursue ; but never relished any so much as the plea- 
sure arising from the progress of his viJlage." 

In 1785, his brother, Alexander Garden, ofTronp, 
who was sometime member of parliament for Aber- 
deenshire, dying without issue. Lord Oardenstone 
succeeded to the family estates, worth about ^9000 
a year. Beginning now to feel the infirmities of age, 
his lordship availed himself of thb increase of for- 
tune, to put in execution a plan of foreign trarel, by 
which he hoped to recruit his strength, and prolong 
his days of usefulness on the earth. He resigned the 
justiciary or criminal branch of his duties as a judge 
for a pension of ^ii!00 ; and procuring a temporary 
dispensation from the performance of his civil fooc- 
tions, took his departure for the continent in Septem- 
ber, 1786. The whole of the next two years he 
spent in travelling through France, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, and Italy ; so arranging his progressj as 
to elude, as far as possible, the frosts of winter, and 
to secure, at each place where he sojourned, the 
genial blessing of a warm and benign atmosphere. 
At tlie end of 1788, he returned to his native coun* 
try, considerably invigorated in constitution, and 
with a large store of objects of natural history and 
specimens of the fine arts, collected in the course of 
his travels. 

Immediately after his return, he began revising the 
journal which he had kept of his foreign tour ; and 
in 1791, published the first volume of " Travelling 
Memorandums made in a tour upon the continent of 
Europe in the years 1786, 1787, and 1788." lu 
1793, he added a second volume ; and, since his 
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death, a third has been supplied from his papers by 
his friends. The woriL contains a great deal of acute 
observation and curious anecdote ; and till supersed- 
ed by the works of more recent, though not often so 
intelligent travellers, was much read and admired. 

In 1791, he also published under the title of ** Mis- 
cellanies, in prose and verse," a collection of the va- 
rious fugitive pieces which he had written at different 
periods, but chiefly in the gayer days of his youth. 
It appeared without his name, but was immediately 
assigned by general report to his lordship, nor has 
there ever appeared any reason to doubt that he was 
the author. 

His lordship's residencf, during the closing years of 
his life, was chiefly at Edinburgh. He imagined that 
he derived benefit from the use of the mineral spring, 
called St. Bernard's Well, in the vicinity of that city, 
and as a mark of his gratitude he erected over it a 
very massy building of free stone, surmounted by a 
Temple in the ancient taste, in which he placed a 
statue of Hygeia, the goddess of health. The elegance 
of the building, and the romantic scenery amid which 
it was placed, its base being washed by a small river, 
whose precipitous and woody banks are in some places 
finely ornamented and every where beautiful, soon 
attracted crowds of visitors, who benefiting, if not from 
the water, at least from the fine air which they breathed, 
and the exercise they enjoyed, the spring acquired such 
reputation for its supposed virtues, that it has ever since 
continued a place of favorite resort for the inhabitants 
of tlic city. 

Having reached the advanced age of seventy-three, 

i2 
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Ijord Gardcntitouc departed this life on the 23nd of 
July, 1793, universally and deeply regretted. 

The point of view in which the character of his 
lordship first claims our attention, is that in which it 
is perhaps least eminent. As a judge he did notniilK 
high. Integrity, good sense, and humwiity» distin- 
guished his conduct ; hut his decisions neither lielped 
to restore old land marks, nor establish new. Into tlie 
learning of his profession, to which he liad probably 
never any great liking, he had but just dipped ; and 
to the habits of application which it requires, lie watf 
it is to be feared, at all times too much a stranger. Tlio 
convivial propensities which distinguished his youth, 
did not cease to be a prominent feature of his more 
advanced years ; and many stories are still current of 
lapses on Uiis score, which, however amusing for their 
eccentricity, must have suited ill with the gravity of 
the judicial character. 

As a land-holder and improver, Ix>rd Gardcnstono 
deserves a place with the J)awsons, the Kaimet's, 
the Dempsters, and the Sinclairs, of hb country. 
He exhibited on his estate an example, whidi, if ge- 
nerally followed, (and who may not follow it?) would 
soon make emigration a forgotten evil. Never liad the 
labouring classcH a patron who looked into tlieir wants 
with a more anxious eye, or with a more earnest de- 
sire to relieve tlicm. Often was he in the midst of 
them on a visit of beneficence, when they knew 
it not, delighting, according to common fame, in 
such humble dbguises as those of a beggar or a ballad 
singer, to find his way to their /ire-sides, and 
there to learn how they really fared, and how their 
condition could possibly be improved. Of this diipo- 



POBTS.— LORD 0ARDEN8T0NE. 89 

sition to do good to others, and to hold all other merits 
as small in comparison, we have a striking exempli- 
fication in a note which he has subjoined to one of the 
pieces in hb Miscellanies, written, ** On reading 
Jdemoirs of Frederick III. By Joseph Towers, LL.D." 
It is such an opinion of the great Frederick, as might 
be expected from one who was himself a rebailder and 
a founder. Towers, it may be remembered, has taken 
a very unfavourable view of the character of the Prus- 
sian hero ; Lord Gardenstone remarks, " When the 
Prince succeeded to his father, the Prussian dominions 
did not contain two millions and a half of inhabitants. 
At his death, after a reign of forty -six years, the num- 
ber exceeded four millions ; besides two millions in 
the provinces of Silesia and Pomerelia. And so much 
at ease do the peasantry feel themselves, that the an- 
nual number of births surpasses that of burials, by 
upwards- of fifty thousand. Baron Trenck is an un- 
suspected witness to the rapid increase in every sort 
of improvement, as well as population. He informs 
us, that after the seven years' war, the king re-built 
every farm-house in Eastern Prussia, which had been 
burnt by the enemy, except that of the Baron's sister. 
Wiien we have reflected, that he had at this time but 
just ended a third bloody war, in which his armies had 
fought nineteen battles; that his capital had been 
plundered with every circumstance of barbarous ra- 
pacity ; that almost every parish in his provinces had 
been a scene of carnage and devastation ; that he had 
not added a single impost, nor borrowed a single shil- 
ling ; wemay then, with what grace we can, condemn 
him as a hateful tyrant. — The justice of his title to 
Silesia has been disputed ; but the protestant inhabitants 

i3 
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of that oppressed ])rovincc received him as ade 
And is tlierc now any Briton who wishes to sc( 
vert to the House of Austria ? In Pomerelia he 
his career by erecting one hundred and eighty » 
as be himself tells us in a letter to D'AIember 
the only subject of regret with men of sefise, 
he did not acquire possession of the whole kin^ 
What Lord Gardenstone adds of Frederick, n 
with equal truth apply to hhnself and his in 
raents ; " That he had many faults, we know ; I 
the reader ever heard of a character without fa 

'* Before such merit, all objections fly ; 
Fritchard's genteel, and Garrick six feet h 

The literary, especially the poetical claims o 
denstone, do not appear to have been ever suffi 
appreciated. The Scotch have not for a long tit 
been able to boast of many satirists of note 
they ought to be more careful of the repute 
one who has a better title to the character, th 
poet who has appeared beyond the Tweed for 
century past. The want of Scottish writers 
class, is, I am willing to believe, owing to the y 
Scotland of occasion for them ; and should the 
be a call for a second reformation, I doubt not 
race of D unbars and Lindsays would speedilj 
to quicken the deadened sense of public virti 
private worth. But Lord Gardenstone has no 
the contemporary manners of his own count) 
theme of hb ridicule. He has drawn his pici 
life, either from general nature, or from the i 
society which he had witnessed in hb vbits t< 
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kingdoms. Neither have. modern ScotsmeOi with 
the exception of Hume and Boswell> of both of whom 
there is a divided opinion, been the sufferers under his 
lash. 

It is true, that with some of the ancient worthies of 
our history, he has made free enough ; but it might 
have been hoped that the time had ere now arrived, 
when even Scotsmen might bear to hear a distinc- 
tion drawn between the honest zeal of the Reformers, 
for the triumph of their religious opinions, and their 
destroying fury against the numerous monuments of 
genius and art, with which the monasteiies and church- 
es of old were enriched. The following passage on 
this subject contains some expressions which might 
well have been spared, but is it not substantially 
tnie? 

"When rampant Harry quarrell'd with the Pope, 
And gave his gothic conscience all its scope ; 

At that all-glorious dawning of reform, 

Ten thousand volumes perishM in the storm ; 

And lest some novice think me too severe, 

In their own words their sacred logic hear. 

" Horace ! what need we more than David's metre, 

Or can Demosthenes compare with Peter ? 

Let Euclid's magic in the bonfire roll ; 

Do rhomboids and right angles save the soul ? 

Be careful to destroy the book of James, 

Substantial virtue that vile papist claims ; 

Forgetting Paul, he spurns at faith alone, 

And bids our saintship by our works be known. 

All Cato's virtue was not worth a pin, 

And Phocion's exit but a shining sin !" 



92 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

Such was the style of those atrocious days, 

On which weak bigots lavish all their praise ; 

Yet we on Oman's madness dare to lay 

That loss, twelve Shakespeares never conld repay : 

With ail their tricks our common sense to blind* 

With all their holy frauds to cheat mankind ; 

The conclave never coin*d a viler lie, 

And here plain truth may challenge a reply. 

On the Lou of Ancient LUeratur^* 

It seems, indeed, but too probable, that it is to the 
bold tone of remark, in which here, as in other places. 
Lord Gardenstone has indulged on religious or rather 
ecclesiastical topics, that we must in a great measure 
ascribe thatcoldnesswifh which his poetry hat been le* 
garded in a country, where the abounding of genuine 
religion makes it but too easy to raise a prejudice 
against whoever presumes to draw the pen of satire 
against the many follies, absurdities, and wickednesses* 
of whieh a false piety has been, and still continues to be, 
the cloak* It must not at the same time be concealed, 
that much of this coldness is also fairly imputable to 
the degree of libertinism which distinguishes Lord 
Gardenstone's amatory effusions ; and which is ren- 
dered doubly offensive by the reflection that he gave 
his sanction to their publication, at a period when age 
might have been expected to correct the pruriency of a 
youthful imagination. 

Still, however, he has many redeeming qualities. 
His opinions of men and things are marked with great 
justice, and frequent originality ; his satire is poig- 
nant and witty ; and the prevailing tendency of Us 
writings is to inculcate noble and generous seotiments. 
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A few specimens as they occur, in turning over his 
Miscellanies, will shew that this is no unmerited praise. 
" On Good -nature,*' the third piece in the collection, 
he presents us with the following sterling maxims. 

Endeavour, if you can, to be sedate ; 
And shun the mad extremes of love and hate : 
Censure or praise, be cautious to proclaim. 
For all the world are more than half the same. 

Let this grand maxim in your mind be fixM, 
AU mortal characters are oddly mix*d. 
The best of men have some substantial fault. 
The dullest dunce acts often as he ought •■ 
Thus Job himself was peevish for a time. 
And Nero reign*d five years without a crime ; 
The honest Cato sometimes drank too late, 
And Caesar shed one tear for Pompey's fate. 
Since then tlie heart is seldom long the same, 
Tis but a phantom you can praise or blame. 

In " The Dignity of Human Nature," which he 
ironically styles " a Panegyric upon the wsrld," he 
rises at the conclusion into a strain of indignant re- 
flection, which does not only honor to his muse, but 
shews that, whatever may have been his own failings 
in this life, he entertained a Christian's hope of the 
future. 

If what the Scriptures teach us were not true. 
That virtue shall hereafter reap her due ; 
If Cato's worth is nothing but a name, 
And good and bad are in the grave the same. 
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If Shakespeare's intellect be gone to dust. 
And keen Voltaire survives but in his bust ; 
His envied wound if Hampden has forgot. 
And Frederick sleeps unconscious why he fought ; 
If Howard shall not from the silent grave 
Survey that happiness his bounty gave ; 
Nor Hawke review the glorious path he trode, 
But moulder with a Swift or Chatham's clod ; 
Vaunt as you please of Nature's gracious plan, 
I'd rather be a pismire, than a man. 
This doubt, so terrible to human pride. 
Reason's dim rush-light never can decide, 
The all-comforting eye of faith alone 
Assures our rise to worlds beyond our own. 

In treating " on the Diversities of life," he tbas 
pleasantly lashes the pedantry and extravagance of 
Warton, of whom he rather cavalierly remarks, in a 
note, " He is one of the most popular critics of the 
present age ; and his volumes have been so generally 
circulated, tliat a man of sense must find it difEicnU to 
kick them out of his way.' 



ft 



The son of grammar on all these looks down. 

He conjugates a verb, declines a noon ; 

And could he but correct one classic page. 

His name descends to every future age. 

With him, obscenity becomes divine. 

If Horace chanc'd to pen the precious line : 

Supreme dictator in some parish school. 

He dreams perhaps that Shakespeare was a fool ; 

That Tully must be studied ere we speak. 

That all true wit is borrow'd from the Greek ; 
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Thftt melody h only to be found 

Where dactyb gallop, and spondees drawl round. 

" That all true toU is borrowedfrom the Greek." Lord 
Gardenstone illustrates this line by the following amus- 
ing and unanswerable note. 

*' To ATTEMPT TO UNDERSTAND POETRY without 

having diligently digested thb treatise, (Aristotle's 
Poeticks,) would be as absurd and imposable, as to pre- 
tend to a skill of geometry without having studied 
Euclid." Warton's Essay on Pope, vol. i. p. 170. By 
this remark, we learn that Homer did not " understand 
poetry," for as he died many centuries before Aristo- 
tle was bom, he cannot have perused the said treatise. 
It is to be feared that Shakespeare knew little of Aris- 
totle ; since in one of his most correct plays he in- 
troduces Hector quoting him. Now, as it is needless 
to read any author who does not understand his sub- 
ject, the admirers of Mr. Warton may perhaps think 
it advisable to commit these two poets to the flames. 
" In the same work, vol. i. p. 146, we are told, " That 
he that has well digested these four cantos, (Boileau's 
Essay,) cannot be said to be ignorant of any important 
rule of poetry." It is not requisite to add, that these 
two passages are in the directest contradiction to each 
other, as well as to common sense. In p. S29, of the 
same volume, a few very trifling lines in Pope's Rape 
of the Lock are said to have " excelled any thing in 
Shakespeare or any other author.*' — The rest of the 
book, and especially the dedication, is written in the 
same style. Tlie author is, in particular, very angry, 
that the world should have mistaken Dean Swift for a 
poet ; a mistake in which we are likely to continue.'' 
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In lines "On the Character of a Wife," his lord- 
ship has made some atonement for the freedom of his 
other speculations on the sex, by the following happy 
picture of the force of conjugal affection in the hoar 
of sickness. 

And arc you sick P Th then lier actions prove, 
(No words can paint,) tlie frenzy of her love. 
Tis then the grandeur of her soul shines forlli» 
Then first you learn the vastness of her worth; 
Your kindest comrades in attendance fail, 
For all must weary of a sick man's tale; 
But, night and day, she still is at your side, 
More soft, more charming, far, than when a bride ; 
For, though corroding cares her bloom destroy. 
Her generous love excites suprcmer joy. 
She watches every motion of your eye. 
Your every want impatient to supply. 
Affected smiles conceal her inward care. 
Hopeless herself, yet checking your despair; 
While oft, in spite of all her female art, 
A sigh escaping, cuts you to the heart. 
How cold mere friendship, when compared to this f 
Without such women, what were human bliss? 

Some of his Imitations of Horace next invite our 
attention. One of Lib. I. Ode III. is particularly 
fine. It will remind the reader of the force and sen- 
timental dignity of Dryden ; and in ease of style ia 
only inferior when compared with tlie similar efforts 
of Pope. It opens with the following tender invoca- 
tion : 

O ship ! thou bearer of my better part, * 

The man whose friendship long has fixM my heart ; 
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Hear, if thou canst, his absence how I inourn, 
And grant, O grant, my friend a safe return ; 
May Fate prove Icind, protect and shelter thee 
From all the perils of the raging sea ; 
Where winds and waves incessant storm and roar. 
And thousands hourly sink to rise no more* 

A natural association of ideas leads the poet to 
reflect on that daring curiosity, which first prompt- 
ed the human race to attempt the navigation of the 
pathless ocean ; it is viewed, more poetically than 
justly, as an innovation upon the plan of Almighty 
Goodness to ** check the quarrels of mankind :" the 
atrocities committed by Uic Spaniards in America 
are deplored ; and thence, adverting to the conduct 
of his own country, the poet bursts out into the fol- 
lowing indignant strain of reflection. 

Nor let old England, with absurd disdain. 
For deeds like these, insult atrocious Spain -, 
Since, in the task of scourging human kind. 
Calm Truth can hardly rank us far behind. 
Our monks, like theirs, have lighted many a fire. 
Where holy fools were eager to expire ; 
Like them, we trembled at a tyrant's frown, 
Till faring Hampden tore the puppet down. 
See ! every tie of faith and mercy broke, 
Ul-fated Bengal bleed beneath our yoke. 
Its ample spoils impel us to renew 
The dreadful scenes once acted in Peru.* 

• Colonel Alexander Dow, an author of uncommon 
merit, affirms that between the years 1765 and 1771, 
the province of Bengal alone had lost live or six millions 
of inhabitants. Note by Lord G. 

PAKT 5.] K 
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Whatever baseness can degrade mankind. 
Whatever Cade or Catiline design'd ; 
Whatever outrage Koine's red streets deform'd. 
When Sylla rul'd her, or when Bourbon storm'd ; 
Whatever Tiraur did to win a throne. 
Or faith-defending Harry would have done; 
All seems as nothing in these polish'd times, 
Which ev'n our sons can ne'er eclipse in crimes. 

But soon the hapless Indian saw repaid 
The wrongs of those who chas'd him from his shade ; 
A new disease invades the fount of joy, 
And scorching suns ttie tyrant race destroy* 
With all the riches Potosi can boast. 
How few return from that polluted coast ! 
The planter shrivels in the prime of life, 
The injur'd negro aims his deadly knife ; 
Here, while a tertian desolates around. 
And pain's last pangs poor human pride confound ; 
Lo ! there contendinjg elements conspire. 
Each black cloud bursting in a sheet of fire ; 
And earth and oceian, as dissolving, rend. 
While guilty cities down the gulph descend. 

The passage which follows is prophetic ; it is a 
literal description of that scene of retribution which 
we have lately seen acted in St. Domidgo. 

And sure, since Heaven is just, the western skies 
Shall see e'er long some Spartacus arise ; 
To bid our slaves the Christian yoke disown. 
And seize the land they labour as their own. 
Behold the Hero burst oppression's bands, 
Tiic bluod of rulFians reeking on his hands ; 



I 
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Hark ! how he echoes fircedlooi*^ h(»our*d name. 
And boasts hew victory vindicates his claim. 
See round their chief the jetty nation throngs. 
What horrid vengeance answers all their wrongs* 
Extermination steeps the trembling shore, 
Eofopa's robbers lift the lash no more ; 
Ymdictive Justice sweeps the race away ; 
Dor toil of ages perish'd in a day. 

In &e conclusion, the poet takes advantage of the 
progress which discovery has made since the days 
of the Roman satirist, to introduce some new and 
striking illustrations into his imitation of that satirist's 
well-known description of the insatiable nature of 
haman ambition. The invention of the diving bell, of 
electric conductors, of balloons, ^c are all appropri- 
ately alluded to. 

Nothing so wild which man will fear to try ; 
From pole to pole in search of gold we fly ; 
Nor ev'n contented to surround the globe. 
Remotest ocean of her spoils we rob ; 
Fearless we range below her gloomy deeps, 
\Miere the keen shark through purple slaughter sweeps. 
And leaving eagles in their flight behind. 
We soar above them on the swelling wind ; 
We teach resistless lightning where to fly. 
Nor dread to drown the thunders of the sky ; 
We tell cold Saturn's distance ftom the sun ; 
We count what orbs around his centre run ; 
We measure all the skies : some air balloon 
One day, who knows, may land us in the moon ; 
Where, but a while ago, we tried our skill 
To trace the height of every knoll and hiH. 

K 2 
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Our daring crimes the deity offend . 
Well might his thander on our heads descend 
Out folly yet inclines him to forgive : 
The judge of Nature pities, and we live. 

In '*the Newspaper, or a Peep at the ] 
World,** and in ** l^etcbes of celebrated chi 
ancient and modem/* lord Gardenstone bas 
ed upon a wide range of personal satire. Tbes 
nonst have been among the latest of his ] 
productions, for there are topics adverted tc 
did not occur till be bad been long on the 
such as Dodd's forgery, and the case of Wooi 
pnblbbing the letter of Junius. Where • 
shafts are thrown, many must, in the ordinar 
of homan fallibility, have been directed amiss 
will in general be found, that he has apprec 
justly as he bas satirized severely. Of Dr. J 
and his friend Boswell, 

CAh ! Bozzy, Bozzy, shan't we see 
Some wooden vacancy for thee,) 

and also of Hnme, he speaks in terms, wl 
much at variance with the opinion which an ii 
posterity has passed upon them. But in snch ] 
as the following, the reader will recognize 
of discrimination, and a power of drawing cl 
which might with ease have founded a secon 
ciad. 

Read Burke's eternal letter to an end, 
Or crack -brain'd Boswell on his tour attend ; 
Pope buried in the mire of Warton's skull. 
So trite, perplex'd, impertinent, and dull ; 



POETS.— LORD OARDENSTONE. 101 

Or Warburton's ** Divine Legation" bore. 

And all the " Sacred" scenes of Hannah More ; 

Those letters Lady Wortley never wrote, 

Or Craven's scrawls, so innocent of thought, 

Or Joseph Marshall's jaunt, where, by the by. 

Through four thick volumes, every word's a lie ;* 

Or modest Bellamy's important tale, 

So archly fitted for a Bagnio sale, 

Where the pert harlot, spouting foolish plays. 

In place of infamy, demands our praise ; 

Or honest Mirabeau's Historick Spy, 

To which a halter only should reply ; 

Ch* poor Rousseau's unfortunate detail 

Of all that Bedlam blushes to unveil.f 

Those five portentous tomes about a fiddle 

Nor (Edipus nor Hawkins could unriddle ; 

Or the bright anthems of our birth-day bard. 

If yet one verse the barber's tongs have spar'd ; 

Piozzi's chat, the novelists of Lane, 

That paragon of peerage. Lady Vane ; 

Or Anna Yearsley's admirable note. 

Sweet as the warbling of a screech-owl's throat.^ 

• No such person ever existed. Note by Lord G, 
t See his Confessions, in four or five volumes- ib, 
t This is the Bristol Milkwoman. Her reception 
justifies the remark, that " Wonder, usually accompa- 
nied by a bad taste, looks out only for what is uncom- 
mon, and if a work comes abroad under the name of a 
Thresher, a Bricklayer, or a Lord, it is sure to be eager- 
ly sought after by the Million." Introduction to 
Sheridan's Life of Swift. Note by Lord G. 

The answer of a late eccentric nobleman, on being 
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Then with contemptuous pity shall you say. 
How much good paper has been cast away ; 
That paper which (a far superior use) 
Might well have serv'd our honest Mother Goose, 
Or Bunyan*s progress in the world to come. 
The Seven Wise Masters, Whitfield, and Tom Thi 

It would be easy to add to the quotations vt 
have been made, by others of, perhaps, superior n 
but enough has been extracted to shew that the po 
of Lord Gardenstone has ill-deserved that nej 
which it has been its misfortune to experience. A 
poetical station is not besought for him ; bat he 
surely not be refused the humble one which he cl 
for himself in the following lines, in hb poem oi 
Diversities of Human Life. 

Tis possible the reader may inquire 
To what distinction I, myself, aspire: 
Let songsters, of superior parts to mine. 
Paint Rodney rushing through the Gallic line ; 
Or Elliot earning the great Prussian's praise, 
While Calpe's sky descended in a blaze. 
(A scene compar'd to which, fam*d Ilion's fall 
Bore but the semblance of a school-boy's brawl.) 
To pomp or pathos I make no pretence. 
But range in the broad path of common sense, 



asked to subscribe for this lady's poems, was as ^ 
priate as any thing that was ever said of them. " ' 
may put me down for five guineas, but let it be 
pounds for her poverty, and five shillings for 
poetry." 
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Nor even burrow in the dark sublime, 
Nor cramp a tbooght bj scantiness of rb^mc ; 
And if, by turns, contemptuous and severe. 
Candour must-own the verses are sincere ; 
Nor at a fool's command politely grieve. 
Nor vindicate a system none believe ;* 
Nor whet a pimp, nor serve a tyrant's end. 
Nor gain their sire a farthing or a friend« 

J. G. 

• Such as Popery, in •* The Hind and Panther,** or 
Optimism, in an ** Essay on Man." The preceding 
line of. this couplet refers to the Dedication of Dry- 
den's " Eieonora." Note by Lord G. 
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ROBERT BLAIR. 



Robert Blair was the son of the Rev. David Blair, 
one of the muiisters of Edinburgh, and grandson of 
the Rev. Robert Blair, Minister of St Andrews, Chap- 
lain to Charles I., and one of the most zealous and 
distinguished clergymen of the period in which he 
lived. He was bom in 1699; educated for the 
church, at the University of Edinburgh ; and after- 
wards travelled, for his improvement, on the con- 
tinent In 1731, he was presented to the living of 
Athelstaneford, in the county of East Lothian, where 
he passed the remainder of his life, ** bosomed in the 
shade." 

Being much at ease in his circumstances, he lived m 
a style of considerable elegance, and was on terms of 
familiar intimacy with most of the gentlemen of his 
neighbourhood. Among the most respected of his 
friends, was the lamented Colonel Gardiner, who was 
slain at the battle of Frestonpans, in 1746 ; and who 
appears to have been the medium of his opemng a 
correspondence with Dr. Watts and Dr. Doddridge. 
The acquaintance with the latter commenced ¥rith a 
letter from Blair, which contains some interesting in- 
formation relative to the composition of the poem 
which has given so much celebrity to his name. It 
is dated Athelstaneford, February 25, 1741-2, and b 
in these words : 
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** Yoo will be justly surprised with a letter 
from one, whose name is not so much as known to 
jroo, nor shall I offer to make any apology. Though 
I am entirely unacquainted with your personi I am no 
stranger to your merit as an author ; neither am I al- 
together unacquainted with your personal character^ 
having often heard honourable mention made of you 
by my much respected and worthy friends, Colonel 
Gardiner and Lady Frances. About ten months 
ago. Lady Frances did me the favour to transmit to 
ine some manuscript hymns of yours, with which I 
was wonderfully delighted. I wish I could, on my 
part, contribute in any measure to your entertainment, 
as you have sometimes done to mine, in a very high 
degree. And, that I may show how willing I am to 
do so, I have desired Dr. Watts to transmit you a 
manuscript poem of mine, entitled " The Grave," 
written, I hope, in a way not unbecoming my profes- 
sion as a minister of the gospel, though the greatest 
part of it was composed before I was clothed with so 
sacred a character. I was urged by some friends 
here, to whom I shewed it, to make it public, nor did 
I decline it, provided I had the approbation of 
Dr. WattSi from whom I have received many civilities, 
and for whom I had ever entertained the highest 
regard. Yesterday I had a letter from the doctor, 
signifying his approbation of the piece in a manner 
most obliging. A great deal less from him would 
have done me no small honor. But, at the same 
time, he mentioned to me, that he had offered it to 
two booksellers of his acquaintance, who, be tells me, 
did not care to run the risk of publishing it. They 
can scarcely tliiuk, (considering how critical an age 
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wc live in, %vith respect to such kind of writings,) that 
a person, living three hundred miles from London, 
could write so as to be acceptable to the fashionable 
and polite. Perhaps it may be so, though, at the 
same time, I must say, that in order to midLe it mwe 
generally liked, I was obliged, sometimes, to go cross 
to my own inclinations, well knowing, that whatever 
poem is written on a serious argument, must, on that 
very account, be under peculiar dbadvantages ; and, 
therefore, proper arts must be used to make such a 
piece go down with a licentious age, which cares for 
none of these things. I beg pardon for breaking on 
moments so precious as yours, and hope you will be 
so kind as to give me your opimon of the poem. 



la 



This work, which the two wise booksellers " did 
not care to run the risk of publishing," proved to be 
one of the most popular productions of the eighteenth 
century. The author did not, however, live to enjoy 
the applause conferred on his muse, being seized with 
a fever, of which he died, on the 4th of February, 
1746, in the forty ^seventh year of his age. 

Mr. Blair was distinguished, m his pastoral office, 
by his assiduity and zeal ; and, as a preacher, was 
admired for the fervour of his eloquence. His man- 
ners were endearing, and, by his friends, he was 
warmly beloved. He has, in his poem, made a heart- 
felt acknowledgment of the pleasures which he de- 
rived from this source. 

Friendship ! mysterious current of the soul ! 
Sweet'ner of life and solder of society I 
I owe thee much. Thou hast deserved from me 
Far, far, beyOnd what I can ever pay. 
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Poetrj^ was not alone the amusement of his leisure 
lOurs. He paid considerable attention to botany, 
nd coiresponded on the subject with Henry Barker, 
MLS., a naturalist of some celebrity. He is said to- 
ave been also conversant in optics. 

He left five sons and one daughter ; one of these 
3ns was the late President Blair, as able and upright 

judge, as, perhaps, ever honored the judicial seat, 
lis wife was a Miss Isabella Law, daughter of 
tfr. Law, of Elvingston, sometime Professsor of Moral 
Philosophy, in the University of Edinburgh. With 
'rofessor Law, Mr. Blair had been long acquainted ; 
nd, on his death, he is said to have written and 
irinted a poetical tribute to his memory, which may, 
erhaps, be still in the possession of the family, 
lough it has never been re-published. 

A poem which has so long held so high a place in 
ublic opinion as ** The Grave," is, in some measure, 
xeinpted from criticism ; a fondness for its beauties 
an alone excuse our dwelling for a moment upon 
lera. The subject of the poem cannot he said to 
ave, of itself, invited attention. 



The Grave ! dread thing ! 



Men shiver when thou'rt nam'd. 

As little has the author sought, by splendour of 
liction, or singularity of idea, to court the popularity 
le has gaiued. The charms by which he has fixed 
limsclf in the hearts of so many readers, are those of 
homely, yet nervous, style, and an exuberance of just 
eflcction, illustrated and enforced by imagery, often 
Irikingly appropriate. Whoever commences reading 
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*' Tlie Grave" must go on to the conclusion ; 
tention is no sooner engaged than it is absorbec 
author sometimes allows his poetry ** to loit 
prose/' and the sentiment to flag with it; ai ^ 
asks the dead, 



— — — — Do the strict laws 
Of your society, forbid your speaking 
Upon a point so nice ? 

but there are few poems of equal length, whi 
march of thought is, upon the whole, so majes 
yet so unaffected. 

The worst exception that can be taken tc 
Grave," is, that the author seems to have fa 
good taste to enrich liis memory with many £ 
pressions and thoughts from other poets ; the 
priation of which he has forgotten to acknowle 
|(t ought to be recollected, however, tliat it was 
fa vmous publication ; had Blair lived to supe: 
tihe printing of the work himself, he might p 
have spared the critics the trouble of pointing th< 
propriations out« Some of his borrowings are fror 
tcrs^here one would not have suspected there w 
thing to lend. To Nat. Lee, for example, Blair is! 
ed more than once or twice. Every reader mi 
member the striking picture which is drawn in 
Grave/' of the effects of the summons of death 
him who is at ease in his possessions." 

In thaidread moment, how the frantic soi 
Bavos round the walls of her clay tenemci 
Runs to each avenue and shrieks for help. 



'/ 
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Till foic*d at last to the tremcAdoos Terge, 
At once she sinks to everlasting rest ! 

Lee, in bis Aieumdtr, has exactly the same hncy : 

Drives the dbtiacted soul about her house, 
>Vhich runs to all the pores, the doors of life ; 
Till she is fbrc'd for air to lea\-e her dwelling. 

Act IVn Sc€tu 1. 

Another passage, of great power, must also be re> 
feneti to the same source : 

The common damn*dl^n their sccietj. 
And look upon themselves as fitsds less foul. 

In •* Alexander'* we have. 

While foulest fiends shun thy society. 
And thou shah walk alone, forsaken fury ! 

Ad F. Scent t. 

But, however mudi Blair may hare been indebted 

to his rrading for the materials of his poem, it must 

still be allowed that he has made a tasteful use of 

them ; nor can any plagiarism-bunter ever deprive 

him of the honour of having contributed largely from 

hb own stores to our poetical wealth. 

P. B. 
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110 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 



DR. MOOR. 



Of Dr. James Moor, professor of Greek in the uni- 
versity of Glasgow, and author of the well-known 
Elements of Greek Grammar, no memoir has ever 
come' under my observation, nor is his name to be 
found in any of the general collections of biography. 
The particulars of his history which have come to my 
knowledge are too scanty to have much pretension 
to the merit of supplying the deficiency ; but having 
through the kindness of a friend been put in posses- 
sion of some unpublished poetical remains of Dr. 
Moor,* and had my attention directed to others, 
which, though they have graced a periodical column, 
are not known to the world to have been the effusions 
of his muse ; whatever service may be done to his 
memory by bringing these under notice, will, it is 
hoped, atone for the defects of the memoir by which 
they are accompanied. 

The University in which Dr. Moor had the honour 
to be a Professor was also his alma-mater. The stu- 



* To the same source, the Society are indebted for 
a spirited likeness of Dr. Moor, from which the 
portrait given with this part has been engraved. 

A, S. 
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dies to which he chiefly attached himself were the 
ancient languages, mathematics, and geometry. The 
celebrated Simson filled, at this period, the mathe- 
matical chair, and to the happy manner which that 
eminent teacher is said to have had of making the 
abstruse subjects of his prelections engaging to young 
minds, we may ascribe the great partiality which 
Moor acquired for them, and retauaed through life. 
When he had gone through the usual course of aca- 
demical study, he was engaged as a tutor in the fa- 
mily of the Earl of Kilmarnock ; the same who after- 
wards expiated his rebellion against the House of 
Hanover on the sca£fold. While residing with this 
nobleman at the family seat in the neighbourhood of 
Kilmarnock, the mansion-house accidentally took 
fire, and was burnt to the ground. Dr. Moor was 
not among the least of the sufferers. He had, ever 
since leaving the University, been pursuing with 
great ardour both his philologicaL and mathematical 
researches ; and his writings on the subject had accu- 
mulated to a considerable mass, when they had the 
misfortune to share in the general conflagration. Dr. 
Moor was often heard to lament their loss, and felt it 
so severely that he could never muster resolution 
enough to make any attempt to repair it. 

When the rebellion of 1745 broke out. Dr. Moor 
was far from sharing in the views of his noble patron. 
Among the poetical remains now before me, there is 
a fragment on the spirit which characterised the Scots 
on this occasion, in which tliey are told, that 



. God nor Man, 

Nor Law, nor Reason, can approve their plan. 

l2 
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Dr. Moor must have known besides, from his p 
sonal intercourse with the Earl of Kilmarnock, a fa 
now pretty well ascertained, that a desperate st 
of fortune, and not any real attachment to the Sto 
family, was the cause of his joining the rebel stai 
ard. 

After the death of that nobleman and the ruin 
his house, a long time had not elapsed, when 1 
Moor was elected to be Professor of Greek in i 
University of Glasgow, in which situation he sp 
the remainder of his life. 

The abilities which he displayed in the departm 
of instruction assigned to him, soon proved him 
be an accession to the number of eminent men 
which the university of Glasgow became, aboat 1 
period, remarkable. He made the Greek, fi 
being the most neglected, one of the most popt 
branches of study j and had, ere long, the pride 
hearing it allowed, that Glasgow produced Uie I 
Grecians of whom Scotland could boast. His l 
ther professors found in Dr. Moor, at the same tL 
one who was as well suited as inclined to particif 
with them in those social relaxations, for which tl 
were only not so remarkable, as for their leami 
The following picture of this collegiate brotherhc 
which Mr. Stewart has drawn in his Life of Reid 
that of an advanced period of Dr. Moor's connect 
with it; but till Reid was added, the picture could 
be complete. " Robert Simson, the great restore 
ancient geometry, was still alive, and, although 
advanced in years, preserved unimpaired his aid 
in study, hb relish for social relaxation, and his an 
ing singularities of humoun Dr. Moor combii 
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with a gaiety and levitj^ foreign to this dtmale, the 
prolbuiid attainments of a sdiolar and a mathemati- 
cian. In Dr. Black, to whose fortunate genius a 
newiR-orid of science had just opened » Rcid acknow* 
ledged an instructor and a guide ; and met a simpli- 
city of manners congenial to his own. The Wilsons, 
father and son, were formed to attach his heart by the 
similarity of their scientific pursuits, and an entire 
sympathy with his views and sentiments. Nor was 
he less delighted witli the good humoured opposition 
which his opinions never fuled to encounter in the 
acuteness of lUillar, then in the vigour of youtliful 
genius, and warm from the lessons of a different 
school (ot Hume). Dr. Leechman, the friend and 
biographer of Hutchinson, was the official head of 
the college ; and added tlie weight of a venerable 
name to the reputation of a community which he 
had once adorned in a more active station." Of the 
habits of this select fraternity, something^ yet n^mains 
to bo told. From Dr. Trairs Life of Simson, we 
learn, tlial one evening in the week was devoted to a 
duh, which met in a tavern near the college. Tlie 
fir»t {>«rt of the evening was spent in playing the 
game of whist, of which Simson was particularly 
fond. The rest of the night was spent in social con- 
rersalion , and in singing Greek odes, to whidi mo- 
dem music had been adapted. On Saturdays, they 
usually dined in the village of Anderston, about a 
milo from Glasgow, where thoy met a vnriety of ir- 
s^HX'table visitors, all dosirtnis of cultivating Ihc nc- 
quaintanco, and cnjoving the society, of the most 
cmincnl persons of their day. 

11)0 " ElonAMiU of Greek Grammar,*' bv which 

1 :i 
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Moor's name is so familiar to every Grecian, were 
followed, in 1766, by his Essay on the PreposUiotu of 
the Greek language. The merit of this work, which 
has always been spoken of in high terms, has never 
been overrated. " On the subject of the Greek pre- 
positions," says Dr. Irving, " he had perhaps formed 
more correct notions than any other modern writer." The 
" Essay," as well as the " Grammar," were, however, 
left incomplete ; they were but introductory sections, 
and seem as if they had been fragments saved from 
that calamity which destroyed so large a portion of 
his early speculations in philology. 

Although thus distinguished as a Greek scholar, 
it is curious, that Dr. Moor himself made but little 
account of his attainments in that capacity, com- 
pared with his researches in mathematical science. 
Among his Remains, is the following Epitaph for 
himself, in which his poetical genius seems to be 
ranked among the lowest of his merits, and his know- 
ledge of geometry as the highest. 

Epitaph. 

Here lye the bones of Dr. Moor, 

Who lived contented, though but poor. 

Piece of a poet he was once. 

By inspiration or by chance ; 

Nor was he very far to seek 

Either in Latin or in Greek ; 

And what is more rare 'mong men of letters. 

He was well versM in the Greek Geometers ; 

Knew too the Rules and the Redactions 

Of Algebra, Fluents and Fluxions ; 
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Could penetrate into the natures 

Of Curves, their Tangents and Quadratures, 

And bring to Fluxional Equation 

Problems of Curve-Rectification. 

Friend of the fatherless and poor. 

Who wail the death of Dr. Moor. 

Know that these verses, ye who see 'em. 
Were by himself wrote — ante-diem. 
'* Himself too much he praises." Hush ! 
Or ye will make his ashes blush : 
Had he himself not done it. Brother, 
It ne'er had been done by another. 

Of hb poetical abilities, the proofs are much more 
favorable than any thing in this Epitaph would lead 
one to suppose. The fragment which has been al- 
ready mentioned on the rebellion of 1745, contains 
some vigorous lines, and acquires no ordinary interest 
from the obvious allusion which it contains to the 
conduct of the unfortunate Kilmarnock. The ma- 
nuscript is embarrassed with corrections and interli- 
neations ; but the following appears to have been the 
intended reading ; 

Spxbit of the Scots' and English Rebels in 1745 

characterised. 

Scctt^ Spirit, 

The Scots, warm in mistake, too high of spirit. 
Think, if they die, 'twill be with Heaven a merit ; 
Forsake wife, children, fortune, nay, their reason. 
Rather than not be guilty of high treason. 
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Driven like the iiogs, when hurried by the devil ; 
Thoughtless of success; right, wrong; good or evil ; 
Run furious on, precipitately brave, 
Madly to meet the gallows, or the grave. 

Yet many were inveigled, many cheated, 
By words of honour given and oaths repeated 
Who had resolvM before at home to stay, 
And leave to fools the fortune of the day. 
Those wept for anguish, to be tiius outwitted. 
Yet, for their word was given, not one man quitted. 

Gothic Honour ! thy unnatural rules. 

Thy tyrant customs, make even wise men fools. 
Mad, honest, luckless, brave men ! God nor Man, 
Nor Law, nor Reason, can approve your plan, 
Nay, not yourselves at bottom. Reason thus. 
And one example will the point discuss. — 

— You'll play at hazard, will you, sir ? Yes. Come— 
You sit, play, lose, and instant pay the sum ; 
Why so ? Because you think he played you fair. 
You're wrong, sir ! try, you'll find some false dice 

there. 
Agreed ; you try and find out in a trice, 
He palra'd upon you full four loaded dice ; 
That moment you compell him to repay. 
And swear with such you ne*er again shall play. 

The application may be made with ease, 

1 shall not mention it, except you please. 

Some few there were, whose deeds of horror tell, 
Their hearts of brass were cast in hottest hell ; 
Monsters confest, but soon they met their match 
From victor-monsters, who made quick dispatch ; 
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In cold, cold blood, to kill each maii they met, 
Such easy slaaghter did their swords but whet ; 
And wanton show'd (let us to both be just) 
Of savage butchery, the raging lust* 

The next piece for which notice is solicited must 
be familiar to most persons who are versant in Scottish 
song. It is entitled ** The Chelsea Pensioners," and 
was published in most of the newspapers at the com- 
mencement of the French Revolution, as the produc- 
tion of ** a Young Lady.** The person who gave it 
this parentage — from some whim, now forgotten — as- 
sures me, that the real author was Dr. Moor. It was 
found, among other scraps in the doctor's hand wri- 
ting, among the sweepings of his chamber, after his 
death. 

Chelsea Pensioners. 

Tune — " Days o' lang syne,** 

When war had broke in on the peace of auld men. 
And frae Chelsea to anns they were summon'd again, 
Twa vet'rans grown grey, wi* their muskets sair soil'd. 
With a sigh were relating how hard they had toil'd ; 
The drum it was beating, to fight tliey incline. 
But ay, they look'd back to the days o' lang syne ! 

Eh, Davie man, well thou remembers the time. 
When twa brisk young callans, and just in our prime. 
The Duke led us conq'rors, and shew'd us the way. 
And muny braw cheilds we turn'd cawld on that day ; 
Still again I would venture this auld trunk o'niine. 
Could our general but lead, and we ^ght, as lang 
sync! 
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But garrison-duty is a' we can do, 

Though our arms are grown weak, our hearts arc still 

true 3 
We car'd na for dangers by land or by sea, 
But Time is turn'd coward, and not you and me ; 
And Uio' at our fate we may sigh and repine/* 
Youth winna return, nor the strength o* Jang syne ! 

When after our conquest, it joys me to mind 
How Janet caress'd thee, and my Meg wai kind ; 
They shar'd a' our dangers, the' never so hud. 
Nor car'd we for plunder when sic our reward* 
E'en now they*re resolvM baith their hames to reaigii. 
And will share tlie hard fate they were us'd to lang 
syne. 

A twin-foundling of this popular ballad was the 
following humorous talc : 

THE MISTAKE. 

Gude honest Davie and his wife 
Led lang an easy kindly life ; 
When Iwgmanay came round, at night, 
The year was done, and a' was right ; 
And up they rabe, on New Year's day. 
Life to begin, new bode, new play. 
Thus on they liv'd, and on they lov'd. 
He weil content, and she weill woo'd 
By him when he came home at e'en ; 
Then life was like an ever green. 

A nibour chield, wha had some spunk, 
Contrives to play them a begunk : 
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Comes lang before the break o' day. 
And steeks their winnock up wi* clay. 
They, waken'd at their uaual time, 
Look'd up, butcou'd na see a stymc ; 
Their weary*d limbs were weel content. 
And sae to sleep again they went ; 
Their ecn, glad of a hearty dose. 
Took their ain sweet fill o* repose. 
Seldom they could sic dainties get. 
And now the sun began to set ; 
The wife got up, ran to the door 
And saw — what ne'er was seen before !■ 
Na, what was never yet seen since, 
Nowther by subject nor by prince ; 
Nor ever will be seen again 
By daughters nor by sons o' men ; 
She saw, and troth it is nae jest, 
A sight that kept her mind frae rest ; 
To tell the ferlie, in she ran, 
Wi' peghing heart, to her gude man: 
** O Davie, Davie, man ! come here. 
The like was not this thousand year ! 
Sec, but say nought— silence is best ; 
Set* tlie sun rising in the West !" 

To the Edinbiurgh Magaxine, so famous in its day as 
a vehicle for the vindictive passions of Gilbert Stewart, 
Dr. Moor appears at one time to have been induced 
to lend his countenance. In this repository, we find 
tlie following poetical contribution headed witli all 
due solenmity, as intended " For the Edinburgh Ma- 
gazine." 
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THE LINNET, 

OR, 

HAPPINESS AT HOME. 



By Dr» Janus Moor, ^ 

Sweet Linnet ! shall I disengage 

Thee, from thb prison of thy cage ; 

And let thee forth, freely to fly. 

And range around thy native sky ? 

It gives my soal a pang of grief 

To see thee pent up like a thief. 

Catullus owns, he saw no marrow 

To thee, since he saw Lesbie's sparrow. 

Thou art call'd, by the Queen of love, 

The sweetest songster of the grove. 

" I thank you, Sir ! in the first place ; 

But, good friend, ye mistake the case ; 

King George himself will frankly own, 

He is not happier on the throne ; 

Yet happier far, 1 scarce can doubt him, 

Where he has wife and bairns about him. 

My happy life I shall not grudge 

To tell ; be you yourself the judge. 

Christian* is careful me to feed 

With water pure and mustard seed ; 

Safe hangs my cage from the cat's paws. 

To fear her fangs, I have no cause ; 

« 

" The Doctor's housekeeper. 
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And what ye call my prison tower, 
I call my palace or my bower; 
Where all day long, I trip and sing, 
Or plume the feathers of my wing. 
Never need I to fear the sight 
Of either hawk's or eagle's flight ; 
Never need I to dread the noise 
Of guns, discharged by murd'ring boys. 
Jove's eagle, soaring through the sky, 
Is not a happier bird than I. 
Think me not then less happy, stranger, 
Because not through the skies a ranger; 
But learn from me, from time to come. 
Best happiness is found at home. 
Glasgow College, 
Oct 20. 

From the specimens now given, it will be seen that 
Dr. Moor's claims to poetic rank, are of no ordinary 
cast. The " Chelsea Pensioners" and the " Mistake/' 
are distinguished by a dryness of humour and truth of 
painting, which have not often been surpassed. — ^I'hey 
evince powers which only required to have been culti- 
vated, to place their author on a level with the very 
best of our minor poets. 

B.T. 
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JAMES GR^ME. 



James Grame wasboraatCarnwatb, in. 
in the month of December, 1749. He was the 
youngest son of a poor farmer; bat happening to pretcnt 
a greater promise of talent than any of his brothers^ 
was, according to a policy very common with Scottish 
families in this walk of life, selected to be put forth 
in some learned profession, while the others were left, ai 
their fathers had been before them, to find their destniy 
at the plough tail. At the age of fourteen, yonng James 
was sent to the grammar school of the neighbooring 
town of Lanark, then taught by a Mr. Bobert Thom- 
son, brother-in-law to the author of '* The Seasons." 
During four years' attendance at this seminary, be ap- 
pears to have so much distinguished himself above his 
school fellows for classical learning, as to be looked 
upon somewhat in the light of a prodigy, not only by 
his master, but by all who were supposed competent 
to judge on the subject. In the composition of Ia- 
tin poetry, he was thought particularly to eicel, and 
much was said of a Sapphic ode, which he wrote when 
only fifteen, entitled Descriptio SchoLt Lanaruruit, in 
which he described the occupations and pastimes of 
the scholars during the hours allotted for recreatioiu 
The time at length came, when he was to take his de- 
parture for the University ; and a degree of ceremony 
attended the event, which could scarcely have been ex- 
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ceeded, had it been the admirable Crichton, who was 
to be launched into the world. A public examination 
of the school took place, at which the ministers of the 
Presbytery of Lanark and the magistrates of the 
town acted as examinators; and before these high 
aathorities in classical literature, young Graeme pro- 
nounced a valedictory oration in Latin, which is said 
to have deserved and called forth great applause. 

In 1762, Graeme was matriculated of the Universi- 
ty of Edinburgh ; and although he had now to contend 
with the best scholars of various masters, it was still 
his good fortune to bear away the palm. We are told, 
that in classical learning he had no superior of the 
same standing ; that he spoke and composed in Latin 
with fluency and elegance, and had even commenced 
writing in Greek. 

In mathematics and natural philosophy, he made 
also great progress ; he delighted too in metaphysics, 
and was, what Franklin says all Scottish students are, 
prone to disputation. 

At the close of his first session at College, he was 
engaged by Laurence Brown, esq. of Edmonston, who 
then resided at Easthils, in the parish of Dunsyre, 
to assist the studies of his sons, and in this family he 
passed the summer of 1768. While living here, he is 
said to have become acquainted with a young lady, 
whose beauty and accomplishments made a deep im- 
pression on his heart, and first led him to attune his 
harp to those amatory strains, which constitute his 
chief claims to poetical distinction. She was alter- 
nately the Mira and the Eliza of his muse. 

In 1769, Graeme attracted the notice of Mr. Lock- 
hart, then Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, after- 
si 2 
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wards a judge of the Court of Session, by the title of 
Lord Covington, through whose interest he was pre- 
sented to a Bursary or Exhibition at St. Andrew'8.'Oc 
repairing thither however, he found that the acceptance 
of tlie bursary would subject him to repeat a coonie 
of languages and phiiosophy which the extent of his 
acquirements rendered now superfluous; and be was 
therefore reluctantly obliged to decline availing him- 
self of the presentation. 

In 1770, he resumed his studies at Edinbw^, 
and having finished the usual preparatory coarse, 
entered himself of the Divinity Hall, with the design 
of qualifying himself for the church. 

During the following summer, he was employed as 
a tutor in the family of Martin White, esq. of Milton, 
near Lanark ; but a state of ill-health which had been 
for some time gaining ground upon him, forced him 
on the approach of winter to return home to his parents, 
in order to receive those attentions which his situation 
required, and which the hand of parental affection 
could best bestow. His disease presented at length 
all the features of a deep consumption. He lingered 
through the winter and spring, occasionally relieving 
the pains of sickness, by composing verses and cor- 
responding with his friends, but at last expired with- 
out a groan on the 26th of July, 1772, in ^e twenty- 
second year of his age. 

Graeme is described, by those who knew him, to have 
been of a very manly and prepossessing appearance* 
" He had a lively and penetrating eye ; his features 
were expressive, his gestures animated, and all bis 
movements were marked with extraordinary energy 
and vivacity. He was social, cheerful, and affectionate. 
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and by those fnends who thoroughly knew him, be- 
loved, even to enthusiasm." 

He had begun to make a collection of his poetical 
pieces for publication, when the inroads of disease 
made him suspend the task. It was, after his death, 
completed by his friend Dr. Anderson, and published 
in 1773, in one volume 8vo., under the title of" Poems 
on several occasions, by James Grseme,'' with a pre- 
fatory Account of his life and Character. Dr. An- 
derson has also given his works a place in his collec« 
tionof British Poets. 

From partiality to the memory of his friend. Dr. 
Anderson has however much transgressed the bounds 
of a discreet pnuse. He has assigned Graeme a sta- 
tion of importance, which there is nothing in his poe- 
try, even in the way of promise, to justify. Graeme 
had certainly attained to considerable ease in versifi- 
cation, but he no where exhibits the fire of genius. 
He abounds in conceits, and not unfrequently offends 
by coarseness. In one of his elegies to Mira, (" in 
the manner of Tibidtus !) the delicate theme is all 
about flannel night-caps and grisly beards. Dr. 
Anderson has even carried his injudicious admiration 
so far, as to republish the " Sapphic Ode," as it was 
called, which Graeme wrote at school, and to recom- 
mend it as " a very correct and manly 'performance f err 
a hoy of fifteen" Now it so happens, that this " cor- 
rect and manly performance," though it only extends 
to sixteen lines, contains, as an English critic has been 
at pains to point out,* no less than forty-five faults ! 
It is scarcely necessary after this to say, what degree 
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of credit is due to all tliat has been said of Graeme's 
wonderful proficiency in Latin composition. It is 
evident that he must have been indebted for his repu- 
tation in this respect, to ' persons who knew nothing 
of the subject ; and for the credit of Scotch Latinity, 
it is to be hoped, that that reputation was not quite so 
extensive as his friendly editor would have the world 
to believe. 

S.Y. 



POETS.— CALEB WHITEFOORD. 127 



CALEB WHUEFOORD 



Caleb Whitefoord was bom at Edinburgh in 1734. 
He was the only son of Colonel Charles Whitefoord, 
of the 5th regiment of foot, third son of Sir Adam 
Whitefoord, Bart, of Ayrshire. After going through 
all the branches of a polite education at the schools 
and University of Edinburgh, he was sent to London, 
and placed in the counting-house of Mr. Archibald 
Stewart, an eminent wine merchant. 

While in this situation his father died, leaving to 
Caleb and a sister the bulk of his fortune. Shortiy 
after, Mr. Whitefoord went to France, where he spent 
about two years. He then returned to England, and 
being of age, embarked his patrimony in the wine 
trade, in partnership with a Mr. Thomas Brown. 

Mr. Whitefoord's life, after this period, was one of 
continued gaiety and enjoyment. He possessed 
strong natural talents, wit, learning, and taste ; but, 
content that these were such as to recommend him to 
the society of the most choice spirits of his day, his 
ambition aspired no higher. Delighted with the in- 
tercourse, and honored by the esteem, of such men 
as Johnson, Reynolds, Goldsmith, Garrick,|md Foote, 
he appears to have looked with considerable indiffe- 
rence on all the world besides. Had he not accident- 
ally formed an acquaintance with Mr. Woodfall the 
Printer, it is doubtful whether he would ever himself 
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have attempted to appear as a writer ; and, when sti- 
mulated to it by that gentleman, he consented, rather 
to amuse a vacant hour, than with any view to literary 
distinction. To Woodfail's paper, the Public Adver- 
tiser, he became a frequent contributor df short satiri- 
cal pieces, both in prose and verse, which attracted 
much notice for their singularity, wit, and humour ; 
but 80 careless was he about the reputation which they 
brought him, that, as soon as gone from his pen, he 
took no farther concern about them, and left tibem ex- 
posed and deserted, till Almon and Debrett sought 
after and gave them a place in that appropriate asylum. 
The Foundling Hospital for Wit 

In his political sentiments, Mr. Whitefoord was at- 
tached to the ministry of the day ; and his satire took 
a corresponding direction. Of its tendency to serve 
them, Dr. SmoUet has expressed a very flattering 
opinion in the following passage of a letter which he 
wrote to Mr. Whitefoord, from Italy, in 1770. " You 
could not,*' he says, " have made me a more agreeable 
present than the papers I received by the hands of my 
good friend Dr. Armstrong. Some of the pieces I had 
read with great pleasure in one of your evening pa^ 
pers ; but my own satisfaction is much increased, by 
knowing that you are the author, for, without flattery, 
I really think these fourteen letters contain more spi- 
rit, wit, and humour, than all I have as yet seen writ- 
ten on the other side of the question ; and I am fully 
persuaded, that if you had two or three coadjutors of 
equal talents to play into one another's hands, and 
keep up the ball of argument and ridicule, you would 
actually, at the long run, either shame or laugh the 
people out of their absurd infatuation. Your ideas 
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of characters and things so eiactly tally with mine> 
that 1 cannot help flattering myself so far as to imagine, 
I should have expressed my sentiments in the same man- 
ner, on the same subjects, had I been disposed to make 
thera public ; supposmg still, that my ability cor- 
responded with my ambition." " I hope you will 
not discontinue your endeavours to represent faction 
and false patriotism in their true colours, though I 
believe the Ministry little deserve that any man of 
genius should draw his pen in their defence." 

The Ministry themselves were so satisfied with the 
abilities which Mr. Wbitefoord had displayed in their 
support, that he was requested by one of their num- 
ber to write a pamphlet on the subject of the misun- 
derstanding which then subsisted betwixt Great Bri- 
tain and Spain, in regard to the Falkland Islands. 
Mr. Whitefoord declined engaging in the task him- 
self, but recommended Dr. Johnson, as the ablest 
person who could be selected for the purpose. Dr 
Johnson was accordingly employed, and produced his 
celebrated pamphlet, entitled, "Thoughts on the late 
transactions respectbg Falkland Islands." 

In the course of his lighter effusions, Mr. White- 
foord had tlie merit, such as it is, of giving birth to 
that numerous class of travesties and conceits, which 
were at one time so much in vogue, under the titles 
of Ship News Extraordinary, Cross Readings, Errors 
of the Press, &c. 

The various sallies of one kind or another which 
continued to proceed from his pen, are said to have 
emancipated tlic diurnal prints from a dullness and 
insipidity which before pervaded them. The same 
praise has, however, been given to Goldsmith for tlie 
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efFect produced by his *' Citizen of tfic World/* which 
originally appeared in detached letters in the Public 
Ledger, and nearly about the same period as the 
effusions of Whitefoord. They may possibly have 
divided the honor between them ; though it is not 
clear, that the diurnal press was at all in so low a 
state as has been represented. 

Satire has been proverbially a dangerous occupa« 
tion; but it was otherwise with Whitefoofd. He 
mixed so much good humour and pleasantry in ail fail 
attacks, that he made few or no enemies. 

Adam Smith used to say, that though the wits and 
authors heartily hated each other, they had all a 
regard for Mr. Whitefoord. When any quarrel or 
dbagreement occurred among them, he was never at 
ease till he saw the parties reconciled. His fovourite 
practice was to invite them to bis house, give them an 
excellent dinner, and make them drink a glass of re- 
conciliation. Ganrick and Foote had long been at 
variance ; but Mr. Whitefoord contrived to bring them 
together at one of these dinners, and so complete was 
the renewal of their friendship, that Garrick actually 
lent Foote «£500, to repair his theatre in the Hay- 
market. 

Of the celebrated Literary Club, founded by Dr. 
Johnson, Mr. Whitefoord was a member ; and thongh 
it included many far abler men, it could boast of 
none who contributed in a higher degree to the hi> 
larity of its meetings. Having on one occasion read to 
the Club some ludicrous epitaphs which he had writ- 
ten, in concert with Sir Joshua Reynolds, on the sup- 
posed death of Dr. Goldsmith and Dr. Cumberland, 
the two doctors were at first very angiy with tbe 
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riter. Mr. Whitefoord, for this reason, remained 
vay from the next meeting ; but sent the following 
>etical apology, addressed to Sir Joshua Key- 
olds : — 

TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS AND CO. 

From Mr, Whitefoord, 

Admire not, Dear Knight, 

That I keep out of sight ; 
Consider what perils await him 

Who, with ill-season'd jokes^ 

Indiscreetly provokes 
The " genus irritabile vatum." 

I felt when these swains 

Rehearsed their sweet strains. 
That mine had too much lemon juice ; 

And I strove to conceal, 

For the general weal. 
What at last I was forc'd to produce. 

After such panegyric, 

The least thing satiric 
Must put both the bards into twitters ; 

*Twas impossible they. 

After sipping Tokay, 
Could relish a bumper of bitters. 

Do talk to each bard. 

Beg they won't be too hard. 
But be merciful as they are stout j 

1 rely on your skill. 

Say — just what you will, 
And, as you brought mo in, bring mc out. 



132 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

To the company, too, 

Some apology's due ; 
I know you can do it with ease : 

Be it your*s, sir, to place. 

In the best light, my case. 
And give it— what colour you please. 

For those brats of my brain. 

Which have caused so much pain. 
Henceforth Til renounce and disown 'era ; 

And still keep in sight. 

When I epitaphs write, 
" De mortuis nil, nisi honumj* 

The " Retaliation" of Goldsmith is well known. 
The portrait which he has there drawn of Mr. White- 
foord, is one of the most faithful and spirited which 
it contains. 

Here Whitefoord reclines, and deny it who can. 
Though he merrily liv'd, he is now *' a grave man." 
Kare compound of oddity, frolic, and fun. 
Who relished a joke, and rejoic'd in a pun; 
Whose temper was generous, open, sincere, 
A stranger to flattery, a stranger to fear ; 
Who scatter*d around, wit and humour at will. 
Whose daily hon moU half a column might fill. 
A Scotsman, from pride and from prejudice free ; 
A scholar, but surely no pedant, was he. 
What a pity, alas ! that so liberal a mind 
Should so long be to newspaper essays oonfin'd ; 
Who perhaps to the summit of science could soar. 
Yet content, if the table he " set in a roar ;" 
Whose talbnts to fill any station were fit. 
Yet happy if Woodfall confessed him a wiL 
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Ye newspaper witlings ! ye pert scribbling folks. 
Who copied his squibs, and re-echoed his jokes ; 
Ye tame imitators ! ye servile herd, come. 
Still follow your master, and visit his tomb ; 
To deck it, bring with you festoons of the vine, 
And copious libations bestow on his shrine ; 
Then strew all around it, you can do no less. 
Cross-readings, ship-news, and mistakes of the press. 
Merry Whitefoord, farewell ! for thy sake, I admit. 
That a Scot may have humour, I had almost said, wit: 
This debt to thy roem'ry 1 cannot refuse. 
Thou best humour'd man, with the worst humour'd 
muse. 

When the American colonies succeeded in separat- 
ing themselves from the mother country, and Com- 
missioners were appointed to meet at Paris to treat of 
a general peace, Mr. Oswald, who had bailed Mr. 
Laurens from his confinement in the Tower, was the 
gentleman delegated by our Government, as more ac- 
ceptable than any other, to the American Commis- 
sioners ; and, from a similar principle of selection, Mr. 
Whitefoord, who was the friend of Mr. Oswald, as 
well as of Dr. Franklin, and had latterly become a 
convert to the claims of America*, was appointed 

* There is a fable in the Foundling Hospital for Wit, 
addressed to the Minister on the subject of America, 
entitled, " the Hen and the Golden £gg/' subscribed 
with Mr. Whitefoord's initials (C W.) It has little 
merit, but opens with a smart couplet : 

Had iEsop been able, what mortal so able, 
To write your gazettes, as he dealt much in fable, 
PART 5,] N A. s. 



134 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

secretary to the British Commission. After th< 
nature, on the 30th of November, 1782, of the 
liminary articles, declaratoiy of the Independei 
the United States, Mr. Oswald retomed to Loi 
bat Mr. Whitefoord remained at Paris several m 
longer, as secretary to Mr. Fitzherbert (after 
Lord St. Helens), who was the minister chargi 
ncgociatc the definitive treaties of peace witl 
United States, and those European Powers wh< 
espoused their cause. Three of the treaties con 
ed on this occasion, are in the hand-writing ol 
Whitefoord. 

Services of so important a diplomatic descri 
seldom fail of being handsomely rewarded. Pric 
two hundred guineas, and was made a gentlem 
the bed-chamber, for being secretary at the trei 
Ryswick ; but Mr. Whitefoord was in no such 
On returning from the continent, he found that 
Shelbume had resigned, without making any proi 
for him ; and he was obliged to prefer his claii 
the coalition administration, by whom they we 
jected. Seven years after, the neglect which hi 
experienced was brought under the notice o 
King, who was pleased to order him a pension 
of so small an amount as to induce a suspicion, 
even at that late period, a person might have a I 
recommendation to royal favour than that of h; 
written the treaty which established the indepem 
of America. 

While thus poorly requited for his services t 
government, Mr. Whitefoord found ample soun 
consolation in the increased esteem with which h 
regarded, not only by his friends, but by the coi 
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aity «t large. So high was tbe opinion generally en- 
tntaiaed oi his Kterary and scientific acquirements, 
that the Royal Society of London, the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh, the Society of Antiquaries, and the 
PliikMophical Society of Philadelphia, each elected 
lorn to be a member of their body ; and in tlie fine 
arts, of which he had formed an admirable collection 
of q>eeiniens, hb judgement as a connoisseur was held 
in such repnte, that the Society for Improvement of 
Aits» Manufactures, and Commerce, elected him, first, 
to be the Chairman of their Committee of Fine Arts, 
and afterwards to be their Vice President, an honour 
which it has been usual to confer on persons of elevated 
tank alone. 

Mr. Whitefoord survived nearly all his early and 
most esteemed associates. He died in 1809, at 
the advanced age of seventy-five. He married, 
late in life, a lady of the name of Sedley, by 
whom he left four childrtfu, two sons and two 
daughters. 

The excellent character which Goldsmitli drew of 
Whitefoord, when in the flower of his days, is that 
whldi will accompany his name to posterity. The 
events of his after life furnish no cause either to add or 
take awHy any thing. His diplomatic employments, his 
kamcd honon, all prove how truly Goldsmitli had 
conjectured, that although engrossed by the pleasures 
of the passing hour, he was possessed of talents equal 
to any station or attainment. Neither did his muse 
ever produce any thini; which could entitle her to a 
better character for gootl humour, than Goldsmitli has 
been pleased to allow her. >Vhat she might have 
yielded to an assiduous courtship we know not; but 



N 2 
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it is but too clear, tliat Whitcfoord was not of the 
number of those who can boast of favours at first sight. 
Yet, although without memorial as a philosopher, witli* 
out eminence as a poet, the affection with which 
Whitcfoord was universally regarded to the last, 
shews that he had social virtues which entitle him to 
remembrance as one of the best and happiest of men. 
Had it chanced to have been my lot to select an epi- 
taph for his tomb, it should have been one of. few 
words ; but the words of the same admirable writer 
who has done such justice to all that was bright and 
fair in his character :-— 



« 



Merry Whitcfoord, farewell!" 

0.0. 
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DR. GRAINGER. 



Jambs Grainger \vas bom at Dunse, in Berwickshire, 
in the yearl7!9f4. He was of English descent, but by 
education as well as birth a Scotsman. He was the 
son of John Grainger, Esq., once of Houghton Hall, 
in the county of Cumberland; but wlio, in conse- 
quence of some unsuccessful speculations in mining, 
was obliged to sell his estate and retire into Scotland, 
where he obtained an employment in the Excise, and 
was stationed at Dunse when tlic poet was bom. 
He lost his father early, but, through the generous 
care of an elder brother, who had established himself 
as a writing roaster in Edinburgh, he received such an 
education, as (lualified him to be afterwards bound an 
apprentice to Air. George Lauder, surgeon, in Edin- 
burgh. At the conclusion of his apprenticeship, he 
completed his medical studies at the University of 
Edinburgh, and, when but in his twenty-first year, was 
so fortunate as to obtain the appointment of Surgeon 
to Pultcney's Regiment of Foot. With this corps he 
shared in some active service during the rebellion of 
1745, and went afterwards to Germany, where it was 
found easier to gather laurels than on tlie plains of 
Falkirk. At the IVace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, 
Mr. Grainger quitted the army, and after obtaining, 
probably at Edinburgh, the degree of Doctor of 
Physic, came to London. 

Neither his services nor his titles appear, however, 
to have sufficed, to exempt him from that probationary 

n3 
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obscurity and hardship common to all adventurers* 
If wc may believe Smollet,* be was reduced to the 
necessity of working for bread in the lowest employ- 
ments of literature and at the lowest prices. His fint 
attempt to attract notice in his own name, was in the 
year 1753, when he published a volume, written in 
Latin, entitled, " Historia Febris anomaln, BatavflB, 
annorum 1746, 1747; 1748," &c. ; but Sir John 
Pringle, in his celebrated ** Observations on the Dis- 
eases of the Army," published a short time before, had 
so fully anticipated the subject, that Dr. Grainger's 
book, though able, was neglected. His next appear- 
ance was more fortunate. To Dodsley's Collection, 
published in 1755, he contributed " An Ode on Soli- 
tude," which pleased alike the critics and the pul>lie» 
and procured him immediate admission to a degree 
among that distinguished brotherhood of wits, poets» 
and philosophers, over which Dr. Johnson was in the 
habit of presiding. 

Shortly after, Dr. Grainger accepted of the situation 
of tutor to a young gentleman of fortune : how long 
he remained in it does not appear, but he is said to 
have given such satisfaction, that his pupil, at parting, 
settled upon him an annuity for life. 

In 1758, he again offered himself to notice at a 
poet, by a translation of the Elegies x>f Tibullus, and 
of the Poems of Sulpitia, accompanied with the ori- 
ginal texts and notes, critical and explanatory, in two 
volumes, 12mo. This work was immediately attacked 
in the Critical Review, then under the direction of 
Vr, Smollet, with an acrimonious severity very foreign 

• Critical Review. 
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\o the spirit of genuine criticism. T^hc translation was 
abused as inaccurate, harsii, and inelegant ; full of 
uncouth words and distorted images ; and the notes 
were styled a *'huge farrago of learned lumber 
jumbled together to very little purpose, seemingly 
calculated to display the translator's reading, rather 
than to illustrate the sense and beauty of tlie original." 
All the faults and blemishes of the work were, with 
invidious industry, collected together, and presented 
as exemplifying its general character, while the beau- 
ties which predominated, and which have been since 
so fully recognised by the public, were studiously 
concealed. Dr. Grainger, honestly indignant at such 
treatment, instantly wrote a vindicatory ''Letter to 
Tobias Smollet, M.D., occasioned by his criticism on a 
late Translation of Tibullus." In this he exposed, 
with success, the plan of malicious distortion, to which 
he was attempted to be made the victim, and, had he 
been content to stop here, his triumph would, per- 
haps, have been complete ; but pushed on by his re- 
sentment, he endeavoured to retaliate on Dr. Smollet, 
by many coarse reflections on his personal character, 
and on tlie moral tendency of his novels. Dr. SmoUet 
was not a man likely to shrink from such an en- 
counter ; but, glad, on the contrary, to find the ques- 
tion shifted from his criticism to himself, he replied to 
Dr. Grainger in' a similar strain of personality, and 
said all he could to lower him in the eyes of the pub- 
lic, both as a man and as a writer. In a coarse notice, 
by wljich tliis reply was heralded in the Review, we 
are let into some part, tliough probably not the whole, 
of the secret of SraoUet's original animosity to Grain- 
ger. ** Whereas," he says, " one of the owls bc- 
luiiging 10 the proprietor of the M. U. (Montlily 



140 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

Revievr) which answers to the name of Grainger, 
hath suddenly broke from hb mew, where he used 
to hoot In darkness and peace, and now screeches 
openly in the face of day, we shall take the first op- 
portunity to chastise this troublesome owl, and drive 
hiffl back to his original obscurity*.'^ The Critical Re- 
view, it is well known, was set up as a rival to the 
Monthly, and, while under the direction of Dr* Smol- 
let, was remarkable for nothing so much as the per- 
sonal abuse in which it indulged against the proprietor 
of the Monthly Review, and all who were supposed 
to be in any way connected with it. To be a writer 
in the Monthly, which Dr. Grainger appears to have 
been, was therefore enough to secure condemnation 
from the Critical. But Smollet had a farther motive 
to revenge. He had suffered as an author from the 
lash of the Monthly, and he appears to have thought, 
that in Grainger he had discovered his flagellator ; 
** the owl" who " used to hoot in darkness and peace." 
How far he was right in his conjecture is uncertain, 
and the means of determining are not before the 
public. It has, indeed, been doubted, whether Grain- 
ger wrote at all in the Monthly ; but Smollet was too 
conversant in the literary history of his times to make 
it likely, that he should be so completely mistaken in 
this respect 

If we except the injury done to his feelings, Grain- 
ger may be siud, upon the whole, to have come out 
of the contest unharmed. The habitoal prejudices 



* ** Where the owl still {looting sits" is a line in the 
" Ode to Solitude." It probably gave Smollet the idea 
of this poor attempt at wit. a. & 
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i)i SmoUet had become too notorious to make his 
critical opinions much regarded ; and the personal 
hostility, so remarkably manifested in the care of 
Grainger, only tended to excite a more than ordinary 
interest in favour of its object. Notwithstanding all 
the censures of the Critical Review, the Translation 
of Tibullus and Sulpitia was read and admired ; and, 
to the present day, continues to be regarded as an ele- 
gant and pleasing performance. 

One important exception, indeed, which escaped 
the critical malignity oif Smollet, has sfaice suggested 
itself to the dispassionate observation of another wri- 
ter, Mr. Elton, who, in his Specimens of the Classic 
Poets, makes the following judicious remarks on that 
part of Dr. Grainger's work, which he has been 
pleased to style, " the Poems of Sulpitia.'' 

" Sulpitia was a noble matron of Rome, singulariy 
eminent as a poetess. She was the first, according to 
her own testimony, who set her countrywomen the 
example of contesting the palm of genius with the 
poetesses of Greece. She must have alluded to her 
lyrical compositions, as, that there were Roman wo- 
men who, before her, had excelled in general poetry, 
appears from the instance of Cornificia, in the age 
of Augustus, whose poems are lost Sulpitia com- 
posed certain ** Lusus,*' or Fugitive Pieces in lyric 
measure, and on subjects of love, addressed to her 
husband, Calenus. They are eulogized with elabo- 
rate gallantry by Martial. 

Let all those maids, Sulpitla's lays peruse, 
Who for one only youth have sigh'd ; 

Let all tliose husbands read Sulpitia's muse. 
Who seek to please one only bride. 
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Not of the Colcbian princes* rage she sings. 
Nor Atreus' feast, with blood imbrued ; 

Scylla and Bybli? are forgotten things. 
No fab'lous themes her ear delude. 

She teaches loves, affectionate and chaste ; 

Delights and sports, and railleries : 
No lays would seem with looser sallies grac'd. 

Yet none more viriaouslj wise. 

Such pleasantries, Egeria might impart 

To Numa's ear in dripping cell : 
Hadst thou, Ob, Sappho ! leam'd with her thy a 

Or she, thy mistress, tun'd the shell. 

More subtle were thy genius, chaste thy fame. 

And if together seen with thee. 
The rigorous Phaon had confessed a flame. 

And to Sulpitia bow'd the knee*. 

Yet had enamoured Phaon vainly sigh'd ; 

She not to JOVE would yield her charms ; 
Nor live, e'en Bacchus or Apollo's bride, 

Tom from her own Calenus' arms. 

** Martial was not the best possible judge of wl 
is delicate in sentiment ; and there is reason to si 
pect, that the chastity of Sulpitia's productions cc 
sisted in the single circumstance, tliat her husba 
was the subject of them. The old scholiast on Jut 
nal has preserved a fragment of Sulpitia, allusive 
Calenus ; it consists of only two lines, but these, u 
fortunately for the epigrammatist, are of a want 
complexion. That her writings were free, may 
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deduced also from the testimony of Ansonios in his 
" Nuptial Cento," where, in defending his licentious- 
ness by the common sophism, that the verse and the 
life of the writer are at variance, he pleads, aitiong other 
examples, that « the pieces of Sulpitia are prurient, 
but her forehead had the frown of chastity." 

" From the conjectural judgement that might be 
formed of Sulpitia, as a lively, beautiful, and facina- 
ting lady, the theme of Roman gallantry and fashion- 
able admiration, in an age not remari^able for the 
strictness either of public or private morals, and 
from the scrap of her poetry above alluded to, it 
should appear, that the mere circumstance of a liber- 
tine gaiety in the sentiments, offers no objection why 
those poems, in the book of Elegies, printed as the 
fourth of Tibullus, of which several assume to be 
the composition of Sulpitia, should not be hers. But 
there are marks of their being, if not the production 
of Tibullus himself, at least, the compositions of a 
Sulpitia, who lived in the Augustan age. The name 
of MesscJa occurs more than once ; the favourite of 
this Sulpitia is a youth, called Cerinthut, and it hap- 
pens, oddly enough, that Tibullus, in one of his un- 
dbpated elegies, addresses a Cerinthw ; and that 
Horace alludes to a youth of the same name, in il- 
lustration of personal beauty. Yet on the clumsy 
supposition, that there might have been another Me$- 
sala in the time of Doraitian, and another Cerinthus, 
also beautiful, and a youth, Dr. Grainger, tiie ele- 
gant translator of Tibullus, boldly isolates the whole 
fourth Book of Tibullian elegies, and inscribes it, 
«' Poems of Sulpitia," which are ushered in by a 
glowing panegyric on her own person. I have no 
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doubt, that the other pieces, assuming to be written 
by llic same Suipitia, are from the hand of the au- 
thor of her panagyric/and the names of Messala and 
Ccrinthus form a coincidence sufficiently strong to 
justify the belief, that the author was Tibullus. The 
assumption of another's name is a common poetic 
fiction. The supposed inferiority of this fourth book 
seems to me a refinement of hypercriticism ; nor is 
it so surprising, that an author should be inferior fo 
himself. Some farther light is thrown upon this ques- 
tion of the lady's identity, by a jealous epigram 
addressed to Cerinthus : 

** Sulpitia, Serviiu daughter, needs must prove 

Jjess worthy of Cerinthus* love. 
Than the poor wench with basket on her tarn, 

Whose harlot gown is now his charm/' 

*' Now Servius Sulpitius is the name of tlie orator 
and lawyer, the friend of Cicero. This Sulpitia there- 
fore is not the poetess of the age of Domitian." 

Shortly after the publication of Tibullus, Dr. 
Grainger was induced, by assurances of an advan- 
tageous settlement in his medical capacity, to go out 
to the island of St. Christopher's. While on his 
voyage, a lady on board of a merchantman, which 
was in company, and bound for the same island, fell 
ill of the small pox. Dr. Grainger, hearing of the 
circumstance, tendered his professional services, and, 
for the greater convenience and security of his pa- 
tient, agreed to take the remainder of his passage In 
the same vessel, lie prescribed with success, and to 
enhance the importance of the cure to hi^ professional 
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prospects, his patient proved to be the wife of the 
Governor of St Christopher's (Matthew William 
Burt, Esq.) Nor way this all the good fortune arising 
out of the incident. Mrs. Burt was accompanied by 
an interesting daughter, to whose esteem Dr. Grain- 
ger 80 recommended himself while attending on the 
mother, that, shortly after their arrival at St Christo- 
pher*s, he received her hand in marriage. By this 
union, he became related not only to the governor, 
but to many of the principal families of the island, 
and was thus enabled to commence practice as a 
physician, with the most flattering opportunities of 
success. 

At the peace of 1763, Dr. Grainger returned for a 
short time to England. He brought along vnth him a 
poem which he had written in the West Indies, and 
which West Indian scenes had inspired, intitled *<Ilie 
Sugar Cane." He submitted it to the judgement of 
his various literary friends in London, from whom he 
received such meed of approbation as encouraged him 
to publish it in a handsome quarto volume, in 1764i. 

Mr. Boswell, in his life of Johnson, informs us, that 
when the Sugar Cane *' was read in manuscript at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds', the assembled wits burst out into 
a laugh, when, after much blank-verse pomp, the poet 
began a new paragraph thus — 

Now, Muse ! let's sing of rats ; — 

and what increased the ridicule was, tliat one of the 
company, who slyly overlooked the reader, perceived 
tliat the word had originally beeu mice, and had been 
altered to rats as more dignified." "This pasHigc," 
ad<i3 Boswell, ** <loes not appear in tlic printed work ; 
FAHT 5.] o 
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Dr. Grainger, or some of bis friends, it shmUd seei 
having become sensible that introducing even rats ii 
a grave poem might be liable to banter." He, how 
ever, could not bring himself to relinquish the idea 
for they are thus, in a still more ludicrous manner, pa- 
raphrastically exhibited in his poem as it now stands 

" Nor with less waste the whisker*d vermin race, 
A countless clan, despoil the lowland cane." 

Dr. Percy, however, has considerably altered the 
complexion of the story by the following explanation : 
'< The passage in question w^ not originally liable to 
such a perversion, for the author, having occasion in 
that part of his work to mention the havoc made by 
rats and mice, had introduced the subject in a kind 
of mock heroic, and a parody of Homer*s Battle of the 
frogs and mice, invoking the muse of the old Grecian 
Bard in an elegant and well turned manner. In 
that state I had seen it, but afterwards, unknown to 
me and other friends, he had been persuaded, con- 
trary to his better judgement, to alter it so as to 
produce the unlucky effect above-mentioned.'* 

While in £ngland at this time. Dr. Grainger also 
furnished Dr. Percy with the beautiful ballad of 
" Bryan and Pereene," which appeared in the first 
volume of the Reliques of Englbh Poetry. It waa 
founded on a real fact which happened in the island 
of St. Christopher's. 

" An Essay," which appeared in 1764, " on the 
more common West India diseases, and the remedies 
which that country itself produces; to which are 
added some hints on the management of negroes,*' 
was likewise w .itten by Dn Qiainger, though printed 
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without hb name. It is chiefly made tip of the notes 
on his " Sugar Cane/' and it was, no doubt, with the 
view of presenting Ihem in a form more likely to 
attract the attention of medical men, that be was at 
the trouble of a separate publication. 

Dr. Grainger returned to St. Christopher -s in 1765, 
and resumed his practice as a physiciaii with great 
success ; but while in the midst of his career, and ni- 
pidly multiplying friends and fortune, he was cutoff 
by oae of those epidemic fevers common to tlwiWest 
India islands. He died at Basseterre, on the 16th 
December, 1767, in the forty-third year of his. age. 

The personal as well as literary character of Dt, 
Grainger appears to have stood high in the estimation 
of all who were most intimately acquainted with him ; 
and among those, as we have seen, he had the happiness 
to niunber many of the ^lest and most virtuous men 
of his time. " He was not only, " says Dr. Percy, ** a 
roan of genius and learning, but had many excellent 
virtues, being one of the most generous, friendly, And 
benevolent, men I ever knew." Dr. Johnson, with 
more brevity, but perhaps equal comprehensiveness, 
says, that ** he was an agreeable man who would do 
any good that was in his power.*' 

As a poet. Dr. Graing&r has probably always had 
hb full measure of praise. The *' Sugar Cane," which 
is the largest of his productions, is as remarkable for 
its defects as its beauties. " While the imagination," 
as Dr. Anderson, in the latest edition of his works, re- 
marks, ** is indulged to the highest pitch of luxury" 
by some beautiful sketches of tropical scenery, and 
by pictures of grandeur which a tropical rogion only 
can supply, such as the earthquake and the hurricane ; 

o2 
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it must be allowed, on the other hand, that tlie goc 
taste of the reader has, in no ordinary degree, cause l 
be offended with the meanness of a great many of tl 
topics introduced ; the technical minuteness, so p 
culiarly foreign to tlie spirit of poetry, with wh)( 
others are treated of, such as the cultivation of tl 
cane, the preparation of sugar, &c. ; and even tl 
loathsomeness of not a few things about " the m; 
management of negroes." It has been sud, that 8U< 
are the faults of his subject ; but those who offer th 
apology forget, that other subjects quite as unfavo 
able have been poetically descanted upon, and i 
such faults committed. Armstrong, in his " Art 
Preserving Health, *' had a far greater number of r 
volting topics to encounter, than ever lay in the wi 
of Grainger ; and yet, such have been his judgeme 
and skill, that he has produced a poem which has n 
one offensive or mean thing in it from the beginnij 
to the end. 

The *' Ode on Solitude," though a minor prodo 
tion, has every chance of being remembered by t' 
lovers of poetry, when the " Sugar Cane" is laio\ 
only to the learned in indexes. It is an imitation 
Milton's Allegro and Penseroso, but a successful or 
A variety of delightful images are brought, in rap 
succession, before the mind, in versification at on 
vigorous and harmonious* In some instances, the c 
deuces are skilfully expressive ; as when he says. 

But, when mid-day fervors glow. 
To upland airy shades you go, 
Where never sun-burnt woodman came. 
Nor sportsman chas'd the timid game ; 
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And there beneath an oak, reclin'd. 

With drowsy waterfalls behind, 

You sink to rest. 

Till the tuneful bird of night, 

From the neighb'ring poplar's height. 

Wake you with her solemn strain. 

And teach pleas'd echo to complain. 

And again : 

Anguish left the pathless wild, 
Grim-foc'd Melancholy smil'd ; 
Drowsy Midnight ceas'd to yawn, 
Tlic starry host put back the dawn ; 
Aside tlicir harps ev'n Seraphs flung. 
To hear thy sweet complaint, O Young ! 

Beside the pieces which have been mentioned. Dr. 
Anderson's edition of Grainger's works contains, 
*' Translations from Ovid's Heroic £pistles," And a 
" Fragment of the Fate of Capua, a tragedy," first 
printed by Dr. Anderson, from the author's MSS. 

W. A. 
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HECTOR MACNEILL. 



Mr. Macneili^ whose deatli has lately* given so 
much cause of regret to all the lovers of Scottish poe- 
try, for in him Uiey had found their chief consolation 
for the loss of Bums, was descended from a respect- 
able family in the West Highlands, but bom at Rose- 
bank, on the classic banks of the Esk, near Edin- 
burgh. He was sent, at an early age, to the grammar 
school of Stirling ; where he had the benefit of the 
instractions of one of the most ingenious and leamed 
teachers in all Scotland, the late Dr. David Doig. 
His education was liberal ; but he possessed little 
fortune, and, as he tells us himself, none of the qoaK- 
ties which most ordinarily pave the way to it. 

He ne'er can lout, I musing said. 
To ply the fleeching, fawning trade ; 
Nor bend the knee, nor bow the head. 

To wealth or power ; 
But backward tum, wi' scomfu speed, 

Frae Flattery's door. 

He'll never leam hb bark to steer 
Mid passions' sudden wild career; 

* Thii. memoir was written shortly after the death 
of Mr. Macneill, m 1818, and is now published with 
little alteration. 
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Nor try at tiroes to tack or veer 

To Jnt'rest's gale : 
But hoist the slieet, unaw*d by fear, 

Tho' storms prevail. 

The Scottish Mute* 

He was of an ardent and susceptible temperament, 
nd, like Bums, owed his first poetical inspirations to 
le tender passion. 

To Laura, beauteous, mild, and young. 
His artless lyre, he trembling strung ; 
Close to his beating heart it hung. 

While glen and grove. 
And craig and echoing valley, rung 

Wi' fervent love. 

lAnkt 0* Fffrth, 

Of his amatory effusions, during this morning of 
lelight, it is not clear that any have been preserved. 
\\\ his most popular love-songs are in the Scottish 
lialcct ; but he did not begin to compose in that till 
evcral years after. The beautiful ballad of *' the 
Nt% Thing, or, Mary of Castle Cary," which Mac- 
leili ranked among his English productions, seems 
he only one which can with any probability be re- 
erred to this period. When Mr. Macneill afterwards 
indertook the task of selecting such of his productions 
IS he chose to acknowledge, ** many with a sigh 
rere consigned to oblivion"; (Preface to Collected 
^Vorks,)and,no doubt, those of his earlier years were 
he greatest sufferers. 

Like all poetical lovers, he avoided the throng, and 
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delighted in the solitary contcraplation of the beauti- 
ful scenery, by which the place of his education was 
every where surrounded. 

Twas then, entranced in am'rous sang, 
I roark'dyoQ midst the rural thrang. 
Ardent and keen, thchaill day lang, 

Wi* Nature la'en. 
Slip frae the crowd, and mix amang 

Her simple train. 

Scott'ak Muse, 

Twas here, O Forth ! for love o' thee, 
Frae wine and mirth, and cards, hc*d flee j 
Here too, unskili'd, sweet Poesy I 

He woo'd thy art, 
Alas I nor skill nor guide had he. 

Save warmth o' heart. 

Yet, feckless as his numbers fell, 
Nae tongue his peaccfu' joys can tell, 
Whan, crooning quietly by himsel. 

He fram'd the lay 
On Gowlands whin-beflower'd hill 

And rocky brae. 

« « « « * 

Thus (blind to Prudence' warning light,} 
Aft sigh'd and sang the pensive wight ! 
Reckless, alas ! o' Fortune's blight. 

Or worldly blame. 
He'd muse and dream till dark midnight, 

Then daunder hamc ! 

lAnks 0* Forih. 
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His first attempt bejond the line of song writing 
was ** The Harp ; a legendary tale, in two parts." 
The composition uf it was suggested by the following 
accidental circumstance. Mr. Ramsay, of Ochtertyre, 
so well known for his researches into antiquity and 
national character, chancing, while on a tour to the 
Hebrides, to hear some person say, " 1*11 never bum 
my harp for a woman," took occasion to ask the 
meaning of the proverb. He received for answer a 
simple unadorned tale ; the singularity of which struck 
him so forcibly, that he committed it to writing. 
Mr. Graham, of Gartmore, had seen thb manuscript, 
and, on receiving a vbit from Macneill, be repeated 
the stoiy to him, and with such a glow of colouring, 
as suggested an idea, that something might be made 
of it in verse. The first part of the tale was written 
by Mr. Macneill, almost immediately after ; but be« 
fore he could finish it, he was forced to lay aside his 
*' Harp** for the active pursuits of life, and to embark 
for Jamaica. He did not, however, find circumstances 
there such as to induce his stay, and after a short time 
he returned to his native country. On his passage 
home he wrote the second part of the tale, and the 
whole was published at Edinburgh in the spring of 
1789. 

A promise being now made him of an advantageous 

ettleraent in Uie East Indies, he again left Scotland 

»r a foreign shore. He had not been long in India, 

9wever, before a change in the aduiinbtration at 

tme blasted all his fair prospects, and compelled his 

turn. During his brief residence in the East, he 

ind an opportunity of vbiting tlic celebrated caves 

Elephanta, Canary, and Auibola ; and he thus 
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records the consolation which he derived in tbe mii 
of misfortunes, from tbe contemplation of these a 
other wonders of nature and art 

Whan warfare ceas*d its wild uproar. 
To Elephanta's far-fam'd shore, 
I led ye, ardent to explore, 

Wi* panting heart. 
Her idol monuments o' yore, 

And sculptured art 

Sweet flew tbe hours ! (the toil your boast) 
On smiling Salsett's cave-wrought coast, 
Though Hope was tint— tbo' a' was cross'd, 

Nae dread alarms. 
Ye felt — fond fool ! in wonder lost. 

And Nature's charms. 

Scottuh Muse. 

Of the caves of Elepbanta, Canary, and Ambo 
he wrote a detailed account, which was published 
the eighth volume of the Archsologia, and does ciet 
to his learning and ingenuity. 

On returning to Scotland once more, Mr. Macne 
for the first time, attempted song-writing in his nati 
dialect, and succeeded so well, as to obtauo, wl 
some have been inclined to regard as the highest of 
poetical honors, that of having his songs adopti 
sung, and admired, by all classes of the peop 
Among those which still preserve their popularity, a 
are long likely to preserve it, " The Ltunmie," " 
tell me how for to woo," " I loo'd ne'er a laddie I 
ane," " Jeanie's black ee," and " Come under i 
plaidy," are of predominant merit. 
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All these songs were composed to existing pastoral 
ind Gaelic airs ; for MacneUl agreed with those who 
hink, that there can be no good song-writing where 
ausic has not a large share in the inspiration. *' It oc- 
ars/' says he, ** to the author, that without a strong 
atural predilection for music, and a mind fully suscep- 
ible of its charms, it is unlikely, that any poet, how- 
ver eminent other^vise, should be successful in song- 
i^riting. There b so close an union between these sister 
rts, that to separate them, in the present instance, b 
tke the separation of mind from body. A plaintive, a 
ender, or a lively air, operating forcibly on a true 
ausical mind and ear, produces wonderful effects on 
toetic -composition ; but, independently of thb in- 
luence, a poet of real musical ta'ste and feeling b ne- 
:essarily, and, indeed, insensibly led by the particular 
adences and expressive passages in an air to apply 
orrcsponding words and sentiments. If there be any 
ruth in this remark, tlie impropriety of composing 
lirs to words instead of words to airs, must be 
)bvious." 

While his songs were thus delighting every social 
Jrcle, Macneill himself had fallen into so ill a state 
»f health, that, for a long time, he could neither read 
lor write without distress. The muse, however, re- 
SMned still his steadfast friend, and afforded him 
onrces of consolation which no other firiend could 
ave supplied. 

Kind leil companion ! wilhout thee. 
Ah, we!l-a-day ! wiiat should I be 
When jeer'd by fools wha canna sec 
My imvard pain ; 
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Aneath thy sheltering wing I flee, 
And roak my mane. 

There seated, smiling by my side. 
For hours togitber wilt thou bide. 
Chanting auld tales o* martial pride. 

And Luve's sweet smart ; 
Till, glowing warm, thy numbers glide 

Straight to the heart 

*Tis then wi' powerfu* plastic hand 
Thou wav^st thy magic working wand. 
And, stirring up ideas grand 

Tliat fire the brain. 
Aft whirlst me swift to fairy land, 

'Mang Fancy's train. 

Scared by disease, when balmy rest 
Flees trembling frae her downy nest ; 
Starting frae horror's dreams opprest, 

I see thee come 
Wi' radiance mild, that cheers the breast 

And lights the gloom. 

Being deprived of the use of the pen, his pr 
1 was to compose by the help of memory alone ; 

so great was the power which be acquired ii 
respect, that he was able to compose longer ] 
tlian any which he had yet written, without 
mitting a single line to paper. " Scotland's S 
or the History of Will and Jean ;" the " W 
War;" the " links o* Forth;" and the " Sc 
Muse ;" which now followed in quick sucoe 
were all composed in thb manner. 
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The popularity of die tale of <' Will and Jean*' 
ceeded that of any thing which Macneill had yet 
educed. In less than seven weeks after its first 
iblication, it went through five editions of fifteen 
indred copies each 3 and, before the expiration of 
e year, it reached a fourteenth edition. The 
irticular motives by which he was led to the 
)mposition of this tale do equal honor to his head 
id heart They are thus avowed in a Dedication 
r the poem to his old friend. Dr. Doig, without 
hose ** kind interference and friendly assistance," 
e acknowledges, that it would '* in all likelihood 
ever have been published.*' 

** Impressed with the baneful consequences in- 
>parable from an inordinate use of ardent spirits 
[Dong the lower orders of society, and anxious to 
)ntiibute something that might, at least, tend to re- 
ird the contagion of so dangerous an evil ; it was 
mceived, in the ardour of philanthropy, tliat a na- 
iral, pathetic story in verse, calculated to enforce 
loral truths in the language of simplicity and pas- 
on, might probably interest the uncomipted ; and 
lat a striking picture of the calamities incident to 
lie debauchery, contrasted with the blessings of in- 
ostrious prosperity, might (although insufficient to 
:claim abandoned vice) do something to strengthen 
ad encourage endangered virtue." 

A mind, actuated by such benevolent views, must 
ave derived a gratification from tiie extraordinary 
access of the work, far nobler and purer than any 
/hich can ever belong to mere literary ambition. To 
ave been so much read, it must have struck and 
leased ; and it could not have done so without leav- 

PART 5.] p 
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ing many serious impressions of the excellent 
cepts which it inculcated. 

In the story of " Will and Jean/' as it stami 
<* Scotland's Scaith," they are left overwhelmed 
ills, the consequence of their debauched habits. 

In the caold month o' Norember, 
(Claise, and cash, and credit out ;) 

Cooring o'er adymg ember, 
Wi 'ilk face as white's a clout. 

Bond and bill, and debts a' stopped. 
Ilka sheaf sclt on the bent ; 

Cattle, beds, and blankets roup'd. 
Now to pay the laird bis rent 

No another night to. lodge here f 
No a friend, their cause to plead ! 

He ta'en on to be a sodger. 
She wi' weans to beg her bread* 

It having been suggested to the author, that a re 
roation from habits of vice to the paths of virtue, thro 
the chastenmg influence of hardships and calamil 
would be more gratifying to the benevolent mind, t 
to leave matters in tlie state thus described, he 
induced to write " the Waes of War, or the up« 
of the History of Will and Jean." In executing 
task, it naturally occurred to him, that the fittest i 
to depict the distresses which the guilty pair . 
brought on themselves, would be to introduce the ' 
astrous events incident to the profession of a sol* 
during a severe winter campaign in a foreign co 



POETS.—HECTOR MACNEILL. 160 

, and the struggles and miseries of a woman re- 
:ed to beg her bread from door to door, with three 
pless infants. For the first object, the author made 
>ice of the unfortunate events, connected with our 
n recent expedition to Hoiiand, in preference to 
iginary scenes and descriptions, which were unlike- 
to leave such lively impressions on the mind of the 
der; but, from the general feitaient which that 
ume of disasters had excited, numbers were led to 
iceive, that the " Waes of War" was meant as a 
ire on our Dutch Campaign ; and such sticklers 
re the majority of the people of Edinburgh at 
t period, for even the worst measures of govern- 
at, that the prejudice actually affected the sale of 
poem considerably. It is scarcely necessary to 
, that nothing of the kind occurred any where else. 
. Macneill was induced, however, by a desire of 
iciiiatlng these fierce loyalbts of the north, to ex- 
ige some stanzas, which, he was informed, were par- 
ilarly offensive : although, for his own part, he con- 
ted that he could " discover nothing In them the 
it objectionable." The expunged stanxas were 
torcd in a subsequent edition, and on perusing 
m, every reader will be disposed to agree with 
ir author, that they shew not only " tlie harroless- 
s of his views in composing them, but are a striking 
tance of party zeal on some occasions." They 
re as follow : 

Battle, fast, on battle raging.* 

Wed our stalwart youths awa* ; 
Day by day, fresh faes engaging, 

Forc'd llie weary, back to fa' ! 
r 2 



1 
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Driven at last frae post to pillar. 

Left by friends wha ne'er prov'd true ; 

Trick'd by knaves wba pouch*d our siller, 
Wbat could worn-out valour do ? 

Myriads dark, like gathering thunder. 
Bursting spread owr land and sea ; 

Left ataue, alas ! nae wonder 
Britain's sons were forc'd to flee. 

Cross the Waal and Yssel froien, 
Deep through bogs and driven snaw ; 

Wounded, weak, and spent ! our chosen 
Gallant men now faint and fa ! 

Such were the verses, which only about tv 
years ago could not be tolerated by the loyal n 
our northern metropolis ! 

In 1796, Mr. Macneill, with the view of tryio 
effects of a tropical climate on his malady, wf 
duced to pay a second visit to Jamaica. Whc 
the eve of his departure, he wrote the " lit 
Forth,'* and under the impression that he should 
see them more, thus closed his strain : 

Ye classic fields, where valour bled ! 
Whar patriots fell, but never fled ! 
Ye plains, wi' smiling plenty clad, 

A lang adieu ! 
A darkening cloud, wi' ills ow'rspread. 

Obscures the view. 



Prussian fidelity. 
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A warning voice, sad owre the main. 

Cries, ' Haste ye ! — chaste !— break aff the strain : 

Stbsvlina's towers and peerless plain, 

Ye'll ne*eT review I* 
Dear haunts o' youth, and love's saft pain, 

A last adieu! 

Although written before his departure, this poem 
did not make its public appearance till some years 
after (1799) ; and when he was still absent from his 
native country. 

While in Jamaica, Mr. Macneill resided with Mr. 
John Graham, of Three^Mile River, and received from 
bim every kindness and attention which the most 
aealous friendship could devise, to alleviate his suf- 
ferings. In ** the Scottish Muse," which he compos- 
ed under the hospitable roof of thb gentleman, be 
takes a poetical retrospect of the events of his che- 
quered life ; and, towards the conclusion, thus records 
the kindness which he experienced on ** the Carib 
Shorew" 

Ane, too 's at hand, to wham ye fled 
Frae Britain's cauld, frae mbery*s bed, 
Owre seas tempestuous, shivering sped. 

To Friendship's flame, 
Whar kindling warm, in sun-beams clad. 

She hails her Graham. 

In 1800, Mr. Macneill returned to Scotland, far from 
convalescent, yet considerably improved in health by 
his residence. He found that all his works were still 
in general request, but that several of his most popu- 
I(ir and important pieces had been for some time out 

p3 
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of print, while surreptitious editions of most ol 

songs, set to music, were commonly exposed to 

in the music shops. The booksellers urged hie 

repeated solicitations to supply what was grc 

wanted, a complete collection of his works, pri 

under his own superintendence ; and this he wi 

length, though not without reluctance, induce 

undertake. The collection made its appearanc 

1801, in two volumes. On the • subject of an 

tion, he thus modestly expresses himself in a 

preface to the work. " 1 am apprehensive I 

been influenced more by a gratification, of my 

taste, than an arixtety to gratify that of others. 1 

are certain events in the early stages of life, w1 

on a retrospect, interest and charm, perhaps, be; 

any other. Among these,, scenes and circumsta 

annexed to youth and passion cannot ful to b 

membered with peculiar pleasure ; while the ( 

sional and unpremeditated effusions which coii 

morate the joys that are past, and the friends 

are no more, become, even with their faults, 

children of our affection. These, however, have 

examined with some care, and, I would fain t 

with some impartiality. Many, with a sigh, 

been consigned to oblivion ; but, on a general re 

of my poetical offspring, I cannot deny, that wl 

fancied some puny and unpromising, I was inca] 

of excluding them from the last and only protect 

had to offer. If in this parental weakness I have 

in fault, it is hoped that the error will be attrit 

to no other cause. The cacotthes carpendi cf 

surely attach to one who has so long resbtcd so! 

tions to collect, far less the silly vanity of exhil 
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to the world, what diffidence has so long taught him 
to conceal." Notwithstanding the doubting opinion 
which the author here eipresses of some of the pieces 
admitted into the collection, it would be difficult to 
name one which readers of taste could wish to see 
suppressed. To a third edition, indeed, which came 
out in 1812, Mr. Macneill added a war song, entitled 
** the Battle of Barrosa,'' which might, with advan« 
tage to his reputation, have been left out ; but the 
collection, as originally published, appears to have 
been made with considerable severity of judgement, 
and is far from betraying any marks of ** parental 
weakness." 

In 1811-12, Mr. Macneill again attracted the no- 
tice of the public, as the author of a series of works, 
of a somewhat different character from any which he 
had yet published. Two of these, entitled " Bygane 
Times, and late-come Changes," and " Town Fa- 
shions," were poetical ; and the third, and last, was a 
historical tale or novel, entitled ** the Scottish Ad- 
venturers, or the Way to Base." All these volumes 
appear to have been directed to one object ; to shew 
that, with " bygane tiroes," much good sense and 
morality had departed the land, and that with '* late- 
come changes," nothing but folly and corruption had 
been introduced. Such sweeping censures of the past 
have always ranked among the privileges of age ; and 
when, as in the present case, there is reason to sus- 
pect that the canker of disease has helped to give an 
amiable mind a distempered view of things, we are 
naturally disposed to extend to its errors a more than 
usual portion of tender respect. It seems to have 
been with something of this feeling, that the appear- 
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auce of these volumes of Mr. Macneill, was regarded 
by the Edinburgh public, to whom they were more 
particularly addressed. That they contained much 
good sense, and a still greater portion of good feeling, 
no one could deny ; but it was obvious to all who had 
not lost the gift of correct vision, that most of the 
pictures were caricatures, and some of them mere 
daubs. What should we think of a person who woold 
try to persuade us, that in education and habits of 
life, the working classes of the capital of the best in- 
formed country in the world, are every way inferior 
to those of Little Britain or Spitalfields ? And yet 
this is what Mr. Macneill, in his " Scottish Adven* 
rurers," wants to establish. The preference which he 
gives to Tendon artists, he extends to London wivet, 
London houses, and every thing London. It is evi- 
dent that he must have founded his comparison on a 
very superficial view of the state of society in thb 
country, or rather on no view at all of the reaJity. An 
ingenious Essayist* has lately favoured the worid 
with a " Vindication of Scottish Character," to which 
those who have the least doubt on any of the points 
of comparison, would do well to refer ; and with one 
brief quotation from this essay, we may dismiss Hie 
subject 

** The middlmg classes in Scotland," says tlie wri- 
ter, ** evince, at this moment, as much taste in their 
houses, as persons of the same class in England ; and 
everywhere, in proportion as their circumstances are 
improved, the people are fast assimilating to the 
manners of their wealthier neighbours. If they 

 Mr. M'Diamiid. 
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still a little behind them in epicurism ami tlie refine- 
ments of cookery, we regard this aa a fortunate clr- 
curostance, and trust they will long continue in the 
samo happy ignorance. For certainly, to adopt an 
expression from Bums, nothing sooner *' sinks the 
man and elevates the beast," than too great an at- 
tachment to such pleasures ; and in this view of the 
subject, we would deem it an insult to compare the 
Scottish peasant or mechanic, who regards knowledge 
as one chief good, and willingly foregoes many com- 
forts to obtain for his children the blessings of edu- 
cation, to tlie Englishman of the same degree, whose 
principal pleasure is derived from an anticipation of 
the qualities of his Sunday's-pudding, and who 
mispends the day, sacred to devotion and rest, in the 
unmanly employment of superintending the cookery 
of his wife." 

Mr. Macneill terminated a life of much vicissitude 
and sufTering, at Edinburgh, in July, 1018. 

Had the poetical career of this lamented writer 
closed with his collected works, wc should have been 
able to speak of it with nearly unqualified praise* 
'Die purpose of every one of them is unexception- 
able ; the pictures are from life *, the sentiments, 
though slightly tinned with an aristocratic affection 
for passive habits in tlie lower orders, are, upon the 
whole, sound and wholesome; and the poetry has 
1 thousand charms in its prevailing simplicity and 
enderncss. In his knowledge of the way to the 
»oart, he appears to have bciu as Icartiod aa JWms 
iiusolf ; ami wns only inforior to him in the power 
f exemplify- inj:!; it. 01' the magic cflfcct of few 
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words, quick transitions, and a natural unaffected 
style, he shews himself to have been fully sensible ', 
and could he have only brought into play the same 
depth of feeling and burning ardoui of fancy which 
distinguish Bums, he would have contested the lauiel 
with him. 

Although, by his later works, Mr. Macn»U acqniied 
no accession of fame, tiiere were episodes in them 
where a reader might trace, with delight, the same 
hand which painted so well the £fite of " Will and 
Jean." The story of " Myzie linkit" in "Bjr^ 
gane Hmes," and of the Upstart Writer in " Late- 
come Changes," are entitled to rank with the b««t 
effusions of his muse. 

B.T. 
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JOHN WILSON. 



John Wilson, the author of " Clyde/* a poem, \vas 
bom in the parish of Lesmahago, in Lanarkshire, on 
the 30th June, 1720. He was the son of an indus- 
trious, but humble individual, who, to gain an honest 
livelihood, was obliged to divide his labours between 
the anvil and the plough ; a practice not uncommon 
in Scotland, before the present system of husbandry 
put almost entirely an end to the class of small far- 
mers. Being of a feeble and delicate constitution, 
his parents were desirous of giving him an education 
which might enable him to earn his bread by some 
occupation for which bodily vigour is not required ; and 
with this view, they sent him to the grammar school 
of the neighbouring town of Lanark, a seminary at 
that time of considerable celebrity. But, when only 
in his fourteenth year, his father died, and the povterty 
in which his mother was left, obliged her to take her 
son from school. Wilson, however, had made such 
rapid progress in learning, during the short time he 
was under a master, that he was, even at this early 
age, able to begin instructing others ; and from this 
period, till he arrived at manhood, maintained himself 
by the emoluments derived from private tuition. In 
the year 1746, he was appointed parochial school- 
master to liis native parish, and in this situation he 
continued for many years. 
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Mr. Wilson's first appearance as an author was by 
the publication of a " Dramatic Essay/' which be 
afterwards expanded into the " Earl Douglas," a tra- 
gedy. It was dedicated to Archibald Duke of Doug- 
las, and procured him an interview with that noble- 
man, which was attended with the following whimsi- 
cal incident His grace desired Mr. Wilson to sit 
down with him and drink a glass of wine. After the 
second glass, the duke rose abruptly, rushed into a 
closet, and returning with a brace of pbtols, paced 
the room with a wild and disordered air. Observing 
that Mr. Wilson kept his seat, Mthout betraying any 
symptoms of fear, his grace laid the pistols down upon 
the table, and, assuming a pleasant countenance, drank 
Mr. Wilson's health, and informed him, that this sin- 
gular conduct had been assumed to try the firmness 
of bis mind ; and to discover whether he had imbibed 
an opinion, then generally entertained in the country, 
that his grace was deranged. At parting, his grace, 
in the warmest manner offered Mr. Wilson his inter- 
est in any view in which he could promote his views* 
The duke's death, however, shortly after, disappointed 
whatever hopes Mr. W. might have been led to enter- 
tain from his powerful patronage. 

In 1764, Wilson published, at Glasgow, his " Earl 
Douglas" and " Clyde,'' inscribed to Margaret Duch- 
ess of Douglas. 

In the course of the same year he removed to Ru- 
tlierglen, on an invitation from some gentlemen who 
had heard a favorable account of his classical attain- 
ments, and who wished their sons to enjoy a better 
education than that borough afforded. 

A vacancy occurring, in 1767, in the mastership of 
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the grammar-school of Greenock, the sitaation was 
offered to Mr. Wilson, but accompanied witli a condi- 
tion, which opens to os a very curious piece of lite- 
rary hbtory. Greenock was at this period a thriving 
sea port, rapidly emerging into notice. Its inhabitants 
had however always been more remarkable for opulence 
and commercial spirit, than for their attention to lite- 
rature and science. During the struggle between 
Prelacy and Presbytery in Scotland, they bad, like 
most of the people of tlie west of Scotland, imbibed 
a most intolerant spirit of presbyterianism— a spirit 
which had been at no period favorable to the exertions 
of poetical fancy,* and which spent one of the last 
efforts of its virulence on the Douglas of Home. With 
thb prejudice yet unabated, the magistrates and mi- 
nister of Greenock thought fit, before they would ad- 
mit Mr. Wilson to the superinteudance of the gram- 
mar-school, to stipulate that he should abandon *' the 
profane and unprofitable art of poem-making." The 
first impulse of an ardent mind must have been to re- 
ject with disdain so humiliating a proposition \ but 
Mr. Wilson had a wife and numerous family ; the 
sitaation, for which he was a candidate, promised 
them a comfortable subsbtence, and the illusions of 
fancy vanished before the mild light of affection. He 
was in a situation not dbsirailar to that of the bard of 
*' Bara's Isle," who, to save his Mora (false Mora !) 
from death, made a fire of his harp. 

Dark grows the night ! and cold and sharp 
Beat wind and hail, and drenching rain ; 



• Sec Life of IltuiKi of Logic. Partiv. 
PART 5.] Q 
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Nought else remains. — " I'll bum my Harp !" 
He cries, and breaks his Harp in twain. 

The Harp, Canto 1. 

To avoid the temptation of violating hb promise, 
which he esteemed sacred, Mr. Wilson took an 
early opportunity of committing to the flames the 
greater part of his unfinished manuscripts. After 
this, he never ventured to replace the forbidden lyre, 
though the memory of its departed sounds often filled 
him with sadness. Sometimes, indeed, when ttie con- 
versation of former friends restored the vivacity of 
these recollections, he would carelessly pour out some 
extemporaneous rhymes, but the fit passed away, and 
its fleeting nature palliated the momentary transgres- 
sion. 

Wilson appears to have, tlirough life, considered 
this event as that crisis of his fate which condemned 
him to obscurity ; and, sometimes, alluded to it widi 
a repenting sorrow. In a letter to his son George, 
dated January 21, 1779, he says, " I once thou^t to 
live by the breath of fame ; but how miserably was I 
disappointed. • • * • x was condemned to 
bawl myself to hoarseness among wayward brats, to 
cultivate sand, and wash Ethiopians, for all the days 
of an obscure life, the contempt of shopkeepers and 
brutish skippers." 

He srill, however, devoted himself exclusively to 
the duties of his function, and, consoled by the atten- 
tions of an affectionate domestic circle, as well as of 
many valued friends, passed the remainder of his days 
in a state of not unhappy tranquillity. 
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Mr. WilMm died oathe 2d oC Joae, 17a9» k die 
Bizty-iiintli year of his age. 

His personaicliarBcter appears to ha?e been, bk the 
liij^iest degree, Tirtnoiis and engaging. Eicladed, by 
a haid frte» from courting public notice in the path 
to wb&ch liis genios was adapted, lie shone with the 
aidoor of a compressed flame, in prifale life. No mtm 
had a liigber relish for social intercouise, and few pesv 
SQSM were qnalified for supporting a morecoBsploapoi 
pert in it His disposition was gay and good In* 
momed; his manner animated and jocular; andhb 
observations had acast of originality, which gave them 
a peculiar aest Be poss es sed an inexhaw^le fund 
of anecdotes and stories, chaiacteristio of life anit 
manners. These he would introduce as iSbiey worn 
naturally suggested by the course of convenation, and 
relate with a high degree of humour and comic effiKl* 
Wilson was a Scotsman of that genuine old chus which 
seems now to be nearly extinct ; who blended, with 
plainness of speech and manners, the taste of the 
scholar, and the information of the man of theworid; 
a eombtnation rendered only more interesting by the 
air of rusticity under which it is concealed. 

The poetical fragments found among his papenb 
seem chiefly to have been rapid effusions en tempo* 
rary subjects, or juvenile paraphrases of passages of 
scripture, witfi which he had been struck. Among 
the latter may be enumerated Translations of Bu- 
chanan's 104th Psahn, of the Song of Moses, Exodna 
XV., the Song of Habbakuk, Habbakuk UI., and a 
Poetical Version of the Apologue of the Prodigal 
Son. 

The destruction of his manuscripts, and his forced 

Q 2 
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abaiidonniont of poetry, are much to be regretted, as 
his mind seems to have been of that improving kind, 
which, by repeatedly retracing its steps, corrects, 
polishes, and refines. His " Earl Douglas," as has 
been mentioned, was only an expansion of his " Dra- 
matic Essay ; and the " Clyde" was but an enlarge- 
ment of a descriptive sketch, which he bad originally 
written of the rivulet Nethan. 

The " Earl Douglas" is rather a heavy composi- 
tion, surcharged with moral reflection, and abounding 
too much in the descriptive for a genuine drama* 

The poem of ** Clyde," which appears to have 
been the author's favorite, was his best production. 
He had prepared for the press an improved edition of 
it, and had even circulated proposals for its publica- 
tion, at the time when he came under the Gothic 
obligation of renouncing the poetic art The. MS., 
however, was spared from the conflagration to which 
his other papers were doomed ; and from this, the 
late Dr. Leyden published that edition of " the 
Clyde," which forms part of the volume of *' Scot- 
tish Descriptive Poems," published by Dr. L. pre- 
vious to his departure for India. Dr. L. prefixed to 
it a Biographical Sketch of Mr. Wilson, from which 
the present memoir has been principally drawn.* 



• This memoir, though published by Dr. Leyden 
as from his own pen, was not, it is believed, his pro- 
duction, but furnished by some of Mr. Wilson'a 
friends. In the hurry of his departure for India, be 
was probably glad to adopt what he may not have 
had time to revise. It is in a style of juvenile wrl- 
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The '* Clyde" is stated by Dr. L. to be the first 
Scotish loco-descriptive poem of any merit, and still 
(180S) the " only national one of the species." The 
accuracy of the first assertion is doubtful ; the second 
is most certainly erroneous. Macneill's ** Links o' 
Forth," a poem of unquestioned merit, was not pub- 
lished in the shape in which we now have it till 1799 ; 
but the author, in his collection of hb works, says, 
that *' at an early period of life, he had written and 
incautiously published a poetical performance on the 
same subject ;" and Wilson, in the opening of tfao 
second part of his poem, makes an obvious allusion to 
having seen something of the kind. 

Boast notf great Forth, thy broad majestic tide 
Beyond the graceful modesty of Clyde ; 
Though fam'd Maeander, in the poet's dream. 
Ne'er led through fairer fields his wandering stream. 
Bright wind thy masy Links on Stirling plain, 
Which, oft departing, still return again ; 
And wheeling round and round in sportive mood. 
The nether stream turns back to meet the upper flood. 

However the fact may be as to Wilson's own know- 
ledge of the ** Links o' Forth," it ought at least to 
have been known to his editor in the year 1803; 
but had it been so, he could surely not have continued 



ttng, not to be imputed to Dr. L. at that period ; and 
on the other hand, presents the promise of a skill in 
describing and unfolding character, to which Dr. L. 

never approached. 

A. s. 
q3 
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to regard " the Clyde," as " the only national poer 
of the species."* 

In " the Clyde," the author describes the coune < 
that noble stream, the various scenes which it present 
and diversifies his narrative by hbtorical alliuicn 
suggested by the particular scenes which hedescribei 
The episodes are often interesting, and arise niUitraliy 
and although, in one or two instances, they are extenc 
ed to coujiiderable length, they cannot be said to " a 
tract our attention too much from the principal subject, 
in a poem, which consists of a succession of subject 
varying little in importance. 

One- of the author's briefest references, is to tl 
fate of the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots ; bi 
it is perhaps among his happiest passages. 

By Crookstone Castle waves the still green yew. 
The first that met the royal Mary's view. 
When, bright in charms, the youthful princess led 
The graceful Damley to her throne and bed : 
Emboss'd in silver, now its branches green 
Transcend the myrtle of the Paphian green. 

But dark Langside, from Crookstone view'd afar 
Still seems to range in pomp the rebel war ; 
Here, when the moon rides dimly through the sky» 
The peasant sees broad dancing standards fly» 
And one bright female form, with sword and crown, 
Still grieves to view her banners beaten down. 

When describing Glasgow and its university, 1 

* The preceding note may suggest an exjdanad 
of this point Leyden was too versant in literature 
have himself fallen into such an error. a. 8« 
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author makes the following interesting aUusion to his 
own want of academic educaUon : 

Ye sacred Mases ! who my soul inspire 
With true devotion, and witli fame's desire ; 
From earliest youth, though stem and adverse fate 
Has chained me distant At)m your sacred seat ; 
Yet on that seat may every power divine 
Propitious smile, and bid your glory shine 
0*er all the earth, and, as from Athens, rise 
Tili your immortal splendors fill the skies. 

His descriptions of rural scenes and occupations are 
faithfully drawn, and often diversified by striking and 
picturesque touches. He never appears as a servile 
imitator, though several of his topics had been anti- 
cipated by Somerville and Thomson; as fox-hunting, 
stag-hunting, hay-making, reaping, and bird-singing. 
The description of stag-hunting will afford a favor- 
able specimen of his powers. 

Not so the stately stag, of harmless force ; 
In motion graceful, rapid in his course. 
Nature in vain his lofty head adorns 
With formidable groves of pointed horns. 
Soon as the hound's fierce clamour strikes his ear. 
He throws his arms behind, and owns his fear ; 
Sweeps o'er the unprinted grass, the wind outflies ; — 
Hounds, horses, hunters, horns, still sound along the 

skies; 
Fierce as a storm they pour along the plain ; 
Their lively chief, still foreraost of the train, 
With unremitting ardour leads the chace ;— 
He, trembling, safety seeks in every place ; 
Drives through the thicket, scales the lofty steep ; 
Bounds o'er the hills, or darts through valleys deep ; 



II 
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Plunges amid the river's cooling tides, 
While strong and quick he heaves his pantmg a 
He from afar his lov'd companions sees, 
Whom the loud hoop that hurtles on the bieese 
Into a crowded phalanx firm had cast; 
Their armed heads all outward round them plac 
Some desperate band, surrounded, thus appears, 
Hedged with protended bayonets and spears : 
To these he flies, and begs to be allowed 
To share the danger with the kindred crowd ; 
But must, by general voice excluded, know 
How loathed the sad society of woe. 
The cruel hounds pour round on every band ; 
Desperate, he turns to make a feeble stand : 
Big tears on tears roll down hb harmless face ; 
He falls, and sues in vun, alas ! for grace : 
Pitied and prized, he dies. The ponderous pre; 
The jolly troop in triumph bear away. 

The versification is generally correct, and 
with ease, though the asperity of the proper i 
sometimes approximates it to harshness, and e% 
a few instances to the burlesqpe ; as when w 
told, that the 

Campbells, sprung of old O'Dubin's rac 

Old as their hills, still rule their native place. 
No ancient chief could like O'Dubin wield 
The weighty war, or range the embattled field. 

Towards the conclusion of the poem, we hi 
personification of the Clyde, congratulating al 
tributary streams, on the unpopular peace of 1 
It presents so amusing a contrast to the sentk 
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of Old Father Thames, with respect to the character 
of a late noble lort], of unenvied notoriety, as irre- 
slstibly to tempt quotation. Dryden's dedication of 
his Juvenal, where he tells the Earl of Dorset, that 
the English nation could almost as well subsist with- 
out God*s Providence, as without — his lordship's 
verses ! is nothing to this burst of sincerity. 

To whom the parent flood — ** My children dear, 
The festive sounds of peace salute mine ear. 
Henceforth our peaceful ports, from insult free, 
Anchor'd secure, their loaded fleets shall see ; 
And, to my honour, happy world shall know. 
They to a son of mine their safety owe. 
Great Bute ! who, warm with patriot zeal, arose 
To still wild war, and give the world repose ; 
And having done the good his heart desijr'd, 
Scorning reward, to shades obscure retir'd. 
For all he valued was already given, 
Approven of his soul, his prince, and heaven I 
He calmly smil'd. Eclips'd ambition rav'd. 
To see a world, by worth superior sav*d Hi 

Mr. Wilson had a brother, by occupation a black- 
smith, who, as well as himself, possessed a poetical 
turn, and published some Elegies. He had also two 
sons, botli of whom gave great promise of poetical 
talents. " James, the eldest,*' says Dr. Leyden*8 
memoir, was *' a young man of more than ordinary 
abilities, displayed a fine taste for both poetry and 
drawing, and, like his father, possessed an uncommon 
share of humour. He went to sea ; and, after distin- 
guishing himself in several naval engagements, was 
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EARL OF ANCIiAM. 



Sir Robert Kerr, afterwards Earl of Aiicrain, was 
deicendcd from Sir Andrew Kerr, of Fcm^'hirat, in 
Brabnvgluhlret and was the direct male lineal ances- 
tor of the present Lothian family. He was one of tlie 
oirdfaiary gentlemen of the chamber, who attended 
James tlie First into England on his accession to the 
English tlironc ; but nmst not be confounded with 
another Sir Robert Kerr, also follower of the same 
prince, who afterwards gave such infamous celebrity 
to tlie title of Sonieriiet. In 1611, he appears to have 
)H-i<nep.i])loyed to transact some aflfairs for his majesty 
ill S<otland. Dr. Dirch lifts printed, from the Ilar- 
li i;iTi MSS.,a letter written l\v Sir Hubert Korr, while 
III this inis>i(in, to IVincf Henry's secretary, IMr. 
r.M;r <>.] n 
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Newton, ill which he thus bespeaks that gen 
good offices with the young prince : — " If i 
his highness to keep an ear to me, at my upci 
shall render an account of every point that 
laid to my charge : and in the mean time, th) 
his gracious favour he will be pleased to se 
against any that shall hinder my good ab 
king's majesty, and allow any favour the I 
bestow upon me ; since I am one of the first 
highness's servants that his majesty has empl 
this kingdom, as I shall press to be worth 
princely favour, and of the place I have ab< 
which I reckon more nor any thing in this 
In 1619 he became involv^di either through 
connection or friendship, in a violent quarre 
arose between the Maxwells and Johnstons, 
ing the wardenship of the Western Marches, 
ceived a challenge from Charles Maxwell to n 
in single combat. Although, at the time, 
scarcely recovered from a long illness, yet, co 
his honour rather than his safety, he agreet 
meeting. It required all the strength and d 
he could muster to sustain the onset of his ant 
a bold and impetuous man ; but, at length, pi 
his arm already fatigued, for a more effec 
tack, when Maxwell, rushing upon him with re< 
fury, aimed a blow at his breast, he run him 
tlie body. Having now closed, they both fell 
well was uppermost, but in a few moments he fc 
liis last, leaving Kerr covered with his blooi 
relations of Maxwell accused Kerr of murder, 
was brought to trial for the offence at Cambri( 
acquitted. The king, however, thought pi 
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shew his displeasure at the affray, by banishing Kerr 
fh>m court. He now passed over to the Continent, 
where he amused himself for some time in visiting the 
different schools of art, and making a collection of 
the works of the first masters. Through the interces- 
sion of some of the nobility, he was at length recalled 
from exile, and restored to the situation of a gentle- 
man of the bed-chamber. With Prince Charles, af«> 
terwards Charles I., he became a great favourite ; and 
when wo recollect what Lord Clarendon says of that 
prince, *' that he saw and observed men long before 
he received them about his person," and that whatever 
may have been his public failings, he was eminent for 
every quality which adorns the sphere of private life, 
his esteem may be safely regarded as a proof of no 
ordinary merit in its object From Vertue, we learn 
that Sir Robert made a present to the prince of the 
paintings which he had collected abroad ; and this 
circumstance might have fortified, Uiough it could 
scarcely supply, the place of more sterling claims to 
regard. On the accession of Charles to the throne. 
Sir Robert was promoted to be a lord of the bed-cham- 
ber, and, in 1637, raised to the peerage, by the titles 
of Earl of Ancraro,' Lord Kerr of Nisbet,Long Newton, 
and Dolphinton. 

Lord Ancram continued stedfastly attached to 
Charles through every vicissitude of fortune, during 
his disastrous reign, and rendered himself, on this ac- 
count, so obnoxious to the revolutionary party, that, 
on the beheading of that unfortunate prince, ho was 
under the necessity of taking refupe in Holland, where 
ho passed the remainder of his life in indigence and 
distress. He left n wifo and family in England, whose 
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situation appears to have been for a time equally des- 
titute. In a letter extant of Lady Ancram's to their 
eldest son, William, afterwards Earl of Lothian, she 
gives the following affecting picture of the straits to 
which the family were reduced. '' I think I need not 
tell you of my afBiction, your father being banished, 
and all our means taken from us ever since the king's 
death, that I have not been able to afford him the 
least relief ; that if it had not bine for some that were 
meere strangers to ns, and did compassionate my sad 
condition, by sometimes futnishing as with meate and 
fyer, I and my children had starved ; and that which 
forceth me to make you so mnch a sharer in our cala* 
mities, as to acquaint you with them, is by reason of 
many sad letters which I get weekly from my lord 
your father, of his great wants, and the disagreeing of 
the place where he is with his health and age^" And 
towards the end of her letter, she adds . " I most deal 
plunly with you, I and my children have bine several 
days that we have had neither bread, meete, nor dri|ik| 
or knowledge or credit where to help onrselves.'* 

Lord Ancram's death happened shortly before the 
restoration, when he was at a very advanced ageu The 
interesting portrait of him, given with this work, U 
from a painting at Newbattle Abbey, done in Holland^ 
when he was in his eightieth year, but by what mas* 
ter is not known. He had been twice married ; first 
to ElizabeUi, daughter of Mr JVf urray, of Blackbiuony, 
by whom he had William, afterwards Earl of Lothian ; 
secondly, to Lady Anne Stanley, daughter of William 
sixth Earl of Derby, by whom he left a son, Charles, 
who succeeded him in the title of Earl of Ancrami and 
four daughters. 
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By all who have ever made mention of Lord An- 
cram, be is represented to have been a man of great 
worth and accomplishments -, of a moderate and up- 
right spirit in prosperity, and mild and resigned in 
adversity. The honours conferred on him by his 
sovereign were gained by no servile compliances, but 
flowed spontaneously from the high regard in which 
he was held for his virtues. Beside a taste for paint- 
ing, he had a turn for poetry, and from a beautifol 
little sonnet, addressed to the celebrated Drummond 
of Hawthomden, which is unfortunately the only spe- 
cimen of his powers extant, he appears to have culti- 
vated it with no ordinary degree of success. The 
soimet, as well as an interesting letter which ac- 
companied it, are highly characteristic of the writer ; 
they prove not only his habitual devotion to the muses, 
but that the sentiments of his mind strictly correspond- 
ed with the opinion so generally entertuned of his 
character. They are both subjoined : 

To my worthy friend, Mr, William Drummond rf Haw- 
thomden, 

** Sir, 

Every wretched creature knows the way 
to that place where it is most made of, and so do my 
verses to you, that was so kind to the last, that every 
thought I think that way hastes to be with you. It 
is true, I get leisure to think few, not that they are 
cars because rara, but, indeed, to declare that my em- 
ployment and ingine concur to make tliem, like Ja- 
cob's days, few and evil. Withal, I can think of no 
subject which doth not so resolve in a vein so op- 
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positc to tliis world's tast*-, that my vcr<>C8 arc twice 
lost ; to be known like Indians among SpanUuds for 
thi'ir cross disposition ; and as coming from me, tbct 
can make none witliout an hammer and the fire, to as 
justly they cannot be aurlbui hi^ut ieeuli ace c mi M 
data. The best is, I care as little for them as their 
fame ; yet if yoo do not dislike them, it is wammt 
enough for mc to let them live till they get your 
doom. 

" In this sonnet I have sent you an approbfttioa 
of your own life, whose cliaracler, howsoever I bare 
mist, I have let you see how I love it, and would Ubt 
praise it ; and indeed would funer practise it. It 
may be, tlic all-wise God keeps us from that kind of 
life we would chuse in thb world, lest we sboold be 
the unwilliogcr to part with it when bb calls as ftom 
it I thank God that hath given me a great good- 
will to be gone whensoever he calleth ', only I pray, 
witli Ezckias, that he will give me leave to set mj 
poor house in such a moderate order, that the widced 
world have not occasion altogether to say of ni^ 
' There was a foolish courtier that was in a fair way 
to make a great fortune, but that he woold seek 1^ 
forsooth, by the desolate steps of vertue and fair deal- 
ing, and lovmg only such feckless* company,' as Ood 
knowetli I can neither love nor sooth any other, be 
they never so powerful, at least their good most ei^ 
ceed their ill, or they must appear so to me« Yet do 
not think that I will repine if I get no part of this de- 
sire, but my utmost thought, when I have done all I 

* TlirifUess. 



POETS.— EARL OF ANCRAM. 7 

should, is ever /at voluntas Domini! And thus I 
commend my sonnet to you, and myself as 

Your constantly loving friend 

to command, 
Cambridge. Ro. Kbrr." 

Where the Court was the toeek past about the making of 
the French match, 16th Dec, 16t24. 

Sonnet in praise of a solitary life. 

" Sweet solitary life, lovely dumb joy, 

That need'st no warnings how to grow more wise 
By other men's mishaps, nor thee annoy, 

Which from sore wrongs done to one's self doth rise. 
The mommg's second* mansion, Truth's first friend, 

Never acquainted with the world's vun broils, 
Where the whole day to our own use we spend. 

And our dear time no fierce ambition spoils. 
Most happy state, tliat never tak'st revenge 

For injuries received, nor dost fear 
The court's great earthquake, the griev'd truth of 
change, 

Nor none of falsehood's savoury lies dost hear ; 
Nor know'st Hope's sweet disease, that charms our 

sense. 
Nor its sad cure— dear bought Experience !" 

R. K. 

* *' Because tlie next way the morning (Aurora) 
goeth from the lap of Thetis, is to those that dwell 
in the country ; for at court and the great palaces of 
the world, tliey lye a-bed and miss it; and Truth 
getteth first welcome among those tliat be at leisure 
lo consider of her excellency." 
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RICHARD LORD MAITLAND. 



Richard Lord Maitland was the eldest son of Charles, 
third Earl of Lauderdale, who succeeded his hrother» 
John, the second Earl and first Duke of Lauderdaley 
in 1682. The dukedom having been restricted to the 
heirs male of John, became extinct at his death. 
Richard stood high in the favour of his uncle the 
duke, and through his interest was admitted, when 
very young, to a seat in the Privy Council of Scot- 
land, and afterwards raised to the dignified situation 
of Lord Justice Clerk (1681.) In 1691 he succeeded 
his father, Charles, in the title of Earl of Lauderdale. 
Partaking of the hereditary attachment of his family 
to the House of Stuart, he afterwards followed James 
II. to France, and died in exile. 

While Lord Maitland, he vnrote a translation of 
Virgil, which was a long time handed about in mana- 
script, and not published till after Dryden, as Pope 
thinks, had left no room for competition. Speaking 
of Dryden's translation of some parts of Homer, Pope 
says, " Had he translated the whole work, I would 
no more have attempted Homer after him than Vir- 
gil ; his version of whom, notwithstanding some hu- 
man errors, is the most noble and spirited translation 
I know in any language.*' Dryden had, besides, seen 
Lord Maitland's version in its manuscript state, and 
had stripped it of not a few of its beauties, for the 
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embellishment of his own translation. Man^* whoie 
lines in Dryden's Virgil have been literally borrowed 
from Lord Maitland. Dr. Trapp says of Lord Mait- 
land's version, that ** it is pretty near the original, 
though not so close as its brevity would make one 
imagine." 

T. M, 
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EARL OF HADDINGTON. 



Thomas Hamilton, the sixth Earl of Haddingtc 
the second son of Charles, the fifth Earl. W< 
from Douglas's Peerage, that he was a stedf 
herent of the Hanoverian family, a great prom< 
the Union between Scotland and England, and 
the sixteen Scots peers in three British parlis 
According to another authority, however, (M 
concerning the affairs of Scotland : anonymous, 
lished, 1714,) he was originally of the Cavalier 
who, though friendly to the Revolution, were o] 
to the measures of the Court of Queen Anne ; 
1704, was, along with the Marquis of Montro 
Earl of Seafield, and many others, gained o 
English interests, as the Hanoverian successic 
the Union were then erroneously termed. In tli 
work we meet with a character of the Earl, 
though from a hostile pen, that has strangel; 
represented many other eminent persons o 
period, is very like the idea of him which one 
form from a knowledge of his works and a gh 
an authority almost as good — his physio( 
** Thomas, Earl of Haddington,'* says the 
" was entirely abandoned to whiggish and co 
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wealth principles, and one of Cockbum of Onnistons** 
beloved pupils ; he much affected, and his talent lay 
in, a buffoon sort of wit and raillery ; was hot, proud, 
vain, and ambitious.*' 

On the rebellion of 1715 breaking out, the earl 
took arms in support of the government, and is 
mentioned, in the ballad of Sheriff* Muir, as one of 
those who were present at that engagement, and 
who 

Advanced on the right man. 

While others took to flight, being raw man, &c. 

When the administration of Sir Robert Walpole be- 
came odious for its venality, the Earl of Haddington 
was one of a few who had the reputation of being 
above a bribe. It is certain that he withdrew from court, 
and lived thenceforth entirely in the country. In an 
ode entitled " The Faithful Few," by an anonymous 
hand, published at Edmburgh in 1734, he is thus apos- 
trophized for hb independence. 

Mild Haddington, whose breast's witli learning 
fraught, 

Receive the tribute of unpurchased praise ; 
Thine is the honor to retire unbought. 

And persevere in virtue's sacred ways ! 
Nor less becomes the man the Muses love. 
And all the friends of liberty approve. 

From the epitaph of " mild Haddington," it would 
seem that age had effected some improvement in his 
original character. 

• Loud Justice Clerk. 
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His lordship died at Ncwhailcs, near Ediubur^ 
in October, 1735. 

The works by which his lordship is chiefly kno' 
as a writer, cannot be said to redound greatly to 1 
honour. Their titles axe : 

" Forty Select Poenisi on several occadona. ] 
the Right Hon. tlie Earl of H n.*' 

<< Talcs in Verse, for the Amusement of ielsi 
hours, written by the ingenious Earl of H— — i 

These works were at first published surreptitioo: 
at Edinburgh, but have since passed throngh aeve 
editions, both there and in London. l*hey are i 
destitute either of wit or fancy, but all the topics i 
of a licentious description. To those whom tiiey i 
unknown it may 1)c siiflficient to mention, that 2 
Pinkerlon has consented to give them the charac 
of *' immodesty."* 

A more praiseworthy memorial of his loidshi] 
talents is a treatise, which appeared many years afi 
his death, " On Forest Trees," which he had a 
dressed in the form of letters to his grandson ai 
successor, the sevenUi Earl. It exhibits him in t 
light of an active and successful improver of his pat 
nionial estates. The subject of the Treatise is inti 
duccd by some amusing traits of his personal and d 
mcstic cluiracter. *' When I came," he says, " to li 
here, (Tyningham,) tlicre were not above fooite 
acres set with trees. I believe that it was a receiv 
notion, that no tree would grow here on account 
the sea air and the north-cast wind ; 'so that the n 
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of oor fai9ily> who had lived here, either believed the 
common opinion or did not delight in planting." " I 
had no pleasure/' he continues, " in planting, but de- 
lighted in horses and dogs, and the sports of the field ; 
but my wife did what she could to engage me to it, 
but in vab. At last she asked leave to go about it 
herself, which she did, and I was much pleased with 
some little things which were well laid out and exe- 
cuted. These attracted my notice ; and tlie Earl of 
Mar, the Ma^qnis of Tweedale, and others, admired 
the beauty of the work and the enterprize of the lady." 
After her ladyship had succeeded in rearing several 
ornamental clumps, she proposed to enclose and plant 
the moor of Tyningham, a waste common of about three 
hundred Scotch acres. The Earl agreed to her making 
the experiment, and, to the surprise of every one, the 
moor was speedily covered with a thriving plantation, 
which received, the name of Binningwood. His lord- 
ship was tempted, by the success of these trials, to 
enter himself, with great eagerness, into the plan of 
sheltering and enriching tlie family estate by planta- 
tions. He planted several other pieces of waste land, 
enclosed and divided his cultivated fields with stripes 
of wood, and even made a tract along the sea-shore, 
called the East lanks, which had been always re- 
garded as a barren sand, productive of the finest firs. 
And thus, says Mr. M'William, in his ingenious and 
useful Essay on the Dry Rot and Cultivation of Forest 
Trees, did "her ladyship, to the honour of her sex and 
benefit of her lord and her country, overcome the 
prejudices of the sea and the barren moor being per- 
nicious ; and of horses and dogs^ being the best a- 
luiiscracnt for a nobleman ; converting a dashing son 
I'AKT 6.] c 
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of Nimrod into an industrious planter ', a (|)ougbtIc8s 
spendthrift into a frugal patriot. 

*' Thus can good wives, when wbc, inev*ry itation* 

On man work miracles of reformation : 

And were such wives more common, their hnabands 

would endure it ; 
However great the malady, a loving wife can care it : 
And much their aid is wanted ', we hope tfaeyll UM 

it fairish, 
Willie barren ground, where wood should be, appean 

in every parish." 

The ** Essay" is a production which may be read 
with advantage by all improvers of land. It esta- 
blishes one fact of great general importance, that the 
oak, while it is one of the most valuable, is, at tlie aame 
time, one of the most easily raised of all trees. Lord 
Haddington says, that the oak being his favooiite, be 
had planted it in every soil, and it grew to very good 
trees, in all. On poor land or middling, on h^thy 
or gravelly, on clayey or mossy, on spouty or rocky 
ground ; nay, even on dead sand, he asserts that the 
oak grows faster than any other species of tree, 
aquatics excepted. 

C.H. 
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LORD BINNING. 



CnARi.ss IlAmUton, Lord Binning, was the eldest son 
and heir apparent of Thomas, tlio sixth £arl of Had- 
dington. Ho gavo early promise of heing an onta- 
ment to his country, but, being of a tender constitu- 
tion, fell into a lingering decay* With the ho|K5 
of deriving benefit from a change of climate, he 
went to Naples, where ho died in 1739, during tlio 
Ufstime of his father. To a fine understanding and 
cultivated taste, his lordship joined a frankness and 
generosity of disposition, which made him as beloved 
mt be was admired. He possessed, like his father, a 
turn for poetry, but of a purer sort j and was tho 
author of a pastoral effusion, not unknown to tho 
lovers of ballad poetry, called " Ungrateful Nanny." 
It appeared originally in the Qentleman's Magaalno 
for 1741, and has been re-published by Bitsou. It 
is but a string of conceits, yot they are such conceits 
as please ; for example : 

My checks are swell'd with tears, but she 
Has never shed a tenr for nie. 



1 always tlunight on her, but she 
Would noVr U'stow one thought on me ; 
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If no relief to me she'll bring, 
I'll hang me in her apron string. 

His lordsliip is also the reputed aatbor of anc 
ballad of a colloquial kind, and of no great merit, 
titled " The Duke of Argyle's Levee," publisbec 
the Gentleman's Magazine for February, 1740 ; 
the ballad itself seems rather to negative hblocdsl 
pretensions. The narrative is in the first person : 

I waited on Argyle, 

Than whom no better patriot breathes* &c« 

And the relater thus afterwards introduces bis 
name : 

His grace then tum'd to me ^ 

Ah, Charters! !: 

It is not impossible, indeed, thatliOid Binning 
have palmed the thing upon Charters, who app 
from a note appended to the ballad* to have 
a "Colonel Charters," 
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MICHAEL BRUCE, 



:nAEL Brace, whose name stands associated with 
many tender recollections, was bora at Kiness- 
k), in the parish of Portmoak, in Kinross-shire, in 
month of March, 1746. His parents were of 
ible condition, but, by an industrious and fragal 
no of life, they found the means to givo their son 
>xcellen^ education. After passing through the 
U course of school leaning at Portmoak, and the 
;hbouring town of Kinross, he was sent, in 17612, to 
University of Edinburgh. Here he is said to have 
le great progress in almost every branch of know- 
le, but to have displayed a preference, bordering 
enthusiasm, to poetry and tlie belles lettres. At 
end of his third session at college, in order to re- 
e his parents from the burden of his support, he 
aged to teach, during the summer months, a school 
3aimey Bridge, near Kinross, established for the 
cation of tlic children of some farmers in the 
;hbourhood, who agreed to allow him his board 
, a small .salary. On returning to Edinburgh in 
winter of 1765, he cntercxl himself of the Divinity 
II, with a view to the clerical profession. When 
iraer again came round, he resumed the teaching of 
school at Gairncy Bridge ; but, after a short time, 

c .'3 
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quitted it for one which promised greater advantageif at 
a place called Forest Mill, on the banks of the Devon, 
near Alloa, in Clackmannanshire. He wrote on this 
occasion a song, called LochUven no more, in imitaUon 
of Loohaber no more, m which he thas tenderly xecordt 
an attachment he had formed to the daughter of the 
person witlt whom he resided, while at Oaimey 
Bridge. 

Farewell to Lochleven and Gtumcy's fair itream, 
How sweet onr its banks of tny Peggy to dxeam 1 
But now I must go to a far distant shore, 
And I'll, may be, return to Lochleven no more* 

No more in the spring shall I walk with my dear. 
Where gowans bloom bonny, and Gaimey runt clear } 
Far hence I must wander, my pleasure is o'er. 
Since I'll see my dear maid and Lochleven no more. 

Bruce's absence from the objects of liis affection 
was not fated to be long ; but he returned to tiiem, 
alas ! only to part from tliem for ever. His constitu- 
tion, which had always been delicate, began rapidly 
to sink under the pressure of daily labonr ; its decay 
was retarded by none of those comforts or tender- 
nesses which it is in the power of affluence uid friend- 
ship to supply ; while the melancholy of despairing 
love appears to have been in league with tlie canker 
of disease t6 hasten his dissolution. 

No more do I sing, since far from my delight. 

But in sighs spend the days, in tears the long night ; 

By Devon's dull cnnent, mourning I lye. 

While the hills and the woods to my moundng reply. 
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Ere the time arrived for making another annual ap- 
pearance at the University, he became so weak, that 
lie was obliged to give up his employment at Forest 
Mill and return to his parents. His sickness was 
alleviated by no dream of hope. He felt that tlie 
hand of death was upon him, and prepared for the 
final conflict with calmness and resignation. At in- 
tervals he amused himself by composing verses, and 
corresponding with some esteemed friends he had ac- 
quired while at the University. Although from the 
first moment of his return home he was so reduced as 
to be seldom able to walk abroad, he lingered through ' 
the winter of 1766-67, and lived to see the woods and 
fields, which frosts and tempests had laid bare, bloom- 
ing again in all the freshness of new life. His mind 
was of too sensitive a cast not to enter deeply into the 
contrast which is so apt to suggest itself between such 
scenes of reviving, and the different destiny of man, 
for whom nature has reserved " no second spring be- 
low '" but he has shewn, by an affecting Elegy on the 
subject, which was the last thing be ever wrote, that it 
was a contrast which he viewed with the philosophy 
of a Christian. 

Now spring returns, but not to me returns 
The vernal joy my better years have known ; 

Dim in my breast life's dying taper burns. 
And all the joys of life with health are flown : 

Starting and shiv'ring in th' inconstant wind. 
Meagre aud pale, the ghost of what I was. 

Beneath some blasted tree I lie recUn'd, 
And count the silent moments as thoy pass. 



20 LIVES OF EMINFA'T SCOTSMEV. 

The winged moments, wliose unsta^ing speed 
No art can stop, or in their course arrest ; 

Whose flight shall shortly count me with the dead. 
And lay me down in peace with them that real. 

Oft morning dreams presage approaching fate. 
And morning dreams, as poets tell, are true : 

Led by pale ghosts, I enter death's dark gate. 
And bid the realms of light and Ufe adiea ! 

Farewell, ye blooming fields ! ye cheerfol plains ! 

Enough for me the churchyard's lonely mound. 
Where Melancholy with still silence reigns. 

And the rank grass wares o'er the cheerless ground } 

There let me wander at the close of eve, 

When sleep sits dewy on the labourer's eyes. 

The world and all its busy follies leave, 

And talk with wisdom where my Daphnis ties. 

There let me sleep forgotten in the clay. 

When death shall shut these weary achmg eyes, 

Best in the hopes of an eternal day. 
Till the long night is gone and the last mom arise. 

His death took place on the 6th of July, 1767, 
being then only in ttie twenty-first year of his age. 

The attention of the public was first called to the 
merit of this hapless son of the muses, by an interest- 
ing paper in one of the Mirrors for 1779, written by 
the late Lord Craig. "Nothing," says the writer, 
** has more the power of awakening benevolence than 
the consideration of genius thus depressed by situa- 
tion, suffered to pine in obscurity, and sometimes, as 
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in the case of diis unfortanate young inaD, tp jperUb, 
it may be, for want of those comforti ttod eoBTe- 
luenoet, which might have fbitefed a delicacy of 
frame or of mind ill calculated to bear the hanUiipt 
which poverty lays on Iwth. For my own part, I 
never pan tiie place— a litde hamlet, skirted with 
a drde of old oak trees, about three nules am 
this side of Kinross, where Michael Bmoe resided— '= 
I never look on his dwellbg, a small thatched 
boose, distlngidshed from the cottages of the otlier la- 
baUtants only by a toAed window at the end, instead 
of a httlee, firmged with a honeysoclde plant, 'vrfdch 
the poor yoath had trained around it ; I never ibid 
myself in that spot, but I stopmy horse involoataiily, 
mnd looking on the window, which the honeysiiclde 
bas now idmoift covered, in the dream of the moment 
I picture out a figure for the gentle tenant of the 
mansion ; I wish, and my heart swells whilis I do so, 
that he were alive and that I were a great man, io 
have the luxury of visiting him there and bidding liim 
be happy." > 

" A young man of gemus," adds Lord C, *' in a 
deep consumption, and feeling himself every moment 
going faster to decline, is an object suffidently intei^ 
esting ; but how much must every feeling, ob tiie 
oocanon, be heightened, when we know, thai thb per- 
son possessed so much dignity and composure of 
mind, as not only to contemplate his approac hi n g 
fste, but even to write a poem on the subject. In 
the French language, there is a much admired poem 
of the Abb6 de Chaulieu, written in expectation of his 
own death to the Marquis de la Fare, lamenting his 
approaching separation from hb friend. Michael 
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Brace, who, it is probable, never heafd of tli 
de Chaulieu, has also written a poom on his < 
proaching death, which cannot ful of toiM^l 
heart of every one who reads it.*' 

Although it was this favourable notice whi 
effectually drew attention to the poetical g 
Bruce, justice had been done to it much ea 
a fellow student, and friend of Brace, the R 
Logan, who has since become equally well kn 
his misfortunes and his poetry. In 1770^ 
lected the poetical remains of Brace — and pi 
them in one volume duodecimo. The t 
which he sp eaks of his departed friend, do h( 
the goodness of his heart ** Michael Bruee," 
** now lives no more, but in the remembranc 
friends. No less amiable as a man, than valna 
writer; endowed with good nature and good 
humane, friendly, benevolent ; he loved his friei 
was beloved by them with a degree of ardc 
is only experienced in the eye of youth an 
cence.*' Had Mr. Logan been only as scrapuloi 
to the literary fame, as he has been liberal o 
to the personal character, of Brace, their nam< 
never have been mentioned in conjunction, 1 
undivided applause. As editor of Brace's 
however, he has been guilty of an infidelity, 
as it is of a sort which p oisons the very well 
of literary history, cannot be too severely com 
It is a fact, of which Mr. Logan made lat 
secret among his friends, that, among the piece 
he published as the production of Bruce^ tin 
several minor ones of his own composition. 1 
after tlie example of Mr. Pinkcrton, with res 
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hu modem additions to <' Ancient Scottbh Poems/' 
taken some subsequent opportunity of making aQ 
ingenuous confession of the extent of his impos- 
ture, it might have been overlooked as the excusable 
device of a young writer, to obtain the judgement of 
the public on his powers, without being known as a 
solicitor for their applause ; but he has not done this ; 
neither has he left liie least clue by which his own 
pieces can, with any certainty, be separated from 
those of Bruce. 

" The Cuckoo," one of the poems, whose paren- 
tage is thus left in doubt, deserves to rank among the 
finest productions in the English language. As 
liOgan lived to establish a far higher literary and 
poetical character than Bruce, the world have seemed 
willing to regard him as the author -, but it is worthy 
of remark, that when Logan published " the Cuckoo" 
as the production of his friend, he had little more than 
reached the age, at which that friend died ; and certain- 
ly there is no such disparity in poetical rank between 
them, as to make it less probable that Bruce, who, like 
the swan, might sing sweetest when dying, should 
have been the author of the poem, than that Logan 
should have written it while as yet only in the infancy 
of his powers. 

Of the productions to which Bnice's claims are un- 
disputed, the principal are, " Alexis," a pastoral, in 
which he celebrates, under the name of Eumelia, the 
same " Peggy," who is the subject of " his song of 
Lochlcvcn no more," and *' Lochleven," a poem des- 
criptive of the scenery around the place of his birth. 

A new edition of Brucc's poems was in 1791 un- 
dertaken by the llev. Principal Baird, between whom 



24 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

and Robert Bums, the following interesting 
passed on the subject. 

PRINCIPAL BAIBD TO BOBBRT BUBH8. 

<* London, Bth Febnuary^ ti 

" Sib, 

<' I trouble yoa with thb letter, to inform yoa 
am in hopes of being able very soon to biiiig ti 
a new edition (long since talked of,) of A 
Bruee*$ poenu. The profits of the editioii an 
to his mother, a woman of eighty yean of age, 
and heipleAS. The poems are to be published b 
scription, and it may be possible to make cat i 
6d. or 3sh. volume, with the assutance of a few 1 
to unpublished verses which I have got from tli 
ther of the Poet. 

But tlie design I have in view in writing to 3 
not merely to inform you of these facts ; it is to 
the aid of your name and pen in behalf < 
scheme. The reputation of Bruce is alreadj 
with every reader of classical taste ; and I sht 
anxious against tarnishing his character by t 
ing any new poems to appear, that may lower it 
thb purpose the MSS, I am in possesuon of, 
been submitted to the revision of some whose c 
talents I can trust to, and I mean stili to submit 
to others. 



** May I just add, that Michael Bruce is one in 
company, from his past appearance, you would 
am convinced, blush to be found ; and as I wouJ< 
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nut every line of hb that should now be published 
to jour own criticisms, you would be assured, that 
nothing derogatory either to^him or you would be ad- 
mitted in that appearance he may make in future. 

" You have already paid an honourable tribute to 
kindred genius in Fergusson. — I fondly hope that the 
mother of Bruce will experience your patronage, 

*' I wish to have the subscription papers circulated by 
the 14th of March, Bruce's birth-day ; which I under- 
stand some friends in Scotland talk this year of observ- 
ing.— At that time it will be resolved, I imagine, to 
place a humble stone over his grave. This at least I 
trust you will agree to do — to furnish, in afew couplets. 
Ml inscription for it." 

DURNS, IV ANSWER. 

** Why did you, ray dear sir, write to me in such a 
hesitating style on the business of poor Bruce P Don't 
1 know, and have I not felt, the many ills that poetic 
flesh is heir to ? You shall have your choice of all 
the unpublished poems I have ; and had your letter 
had my direction, so as to have reached me sooner, 
(It only came to my hand this moment,) I should have 
directly put you out of suspense upon the sub- 
ject. I only ask that some prefatory advertisement 
in the books, as well as the subscription bills, may bear, 
that the publication is solely for tlie benefit of the 
mother. I would not put it in tlie power of ignorance 
to surmbe, or malice to insinuate, that I clubbed a 
share of the merit from mercenary motives. Nor 
need you give me credit for any remarkable generosi- 
ty in my part of the business. 1 have such a host 
of peccadilloes, failings, follies, and backslidings, (any 
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body buliiijaelf would [jerlmju give tiiem a w 
pcllatiun,) thai by way of lonK ba[aiii:i?, 
Uriiing, in the accuant, I am fain to do an; g 
occunin my very limited powei to a fellotf i 
juat fiomthc wIGili purposo of clearing a 1 
vlitB of rctroapCctioD. • • • 



|>[adiu: 



COtK 



iiclioftoUic 



M> 



parent, no account has bi'cn nict 
ilied on the 3nl of Auguat, 1798. Ncilhc 
able to itBtc vhctlici thu intention of crectii 
" liumblc itonc o»ci hisgrare" liaa ever bceof 
it may be concluded at Icait, that Burni 
f,(l no inscription for it, lince nothing of th 
contained in ilic latcit colicrlion of Iiis imrki 
Although neilhcclhc talcntsiiewnin  Al< 
"Locblevini,"noi'inanyofllrucc'B minor piece 
eiccpt. Hi at present wc must, " the CucIldo"^ 
as to entitle iiiin to a liigti raoli ainung poet) 
ii icry rare Uiat vte sec in worlts written at >a i 
age, and under so many disadvantage!, gucli a 
eicclicnce aa in tliosc of Mieliael Bruce. If ve C 
as in faimeas we ought, what Bruce did before 
twenty, with wiiat otlier pacta who have Jived 
tuTc lliuir powera and acquire a great name, ii 
toproiluce ttt Ihe same period of life— widi (, 
nile cffuaiona, for iiample, ofHiomaoD or Mac 
who were bolh as favuuiably circumatnnced a 
of education ta Bruce ; wc aliall be forced 
that as in pruniiie lie far excelled tlicm, there 
prubabilily tlial he wnuld not have yielded to 
[Jtiforniaiice, bail he been hiiii;.>!ly apanal to ti 
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triaL We cannot pediaps say, with Logan, since we 
know not, besides, how much of the praise he meant 
to apply to himself, that ** if images of nature that 
are beautiful and new ; if Sentiments warm from the 
heart, interesting and pathetic ; if a style chaste with 
ornament, and elegant with simplicity ; if these and 
many other beauties of nature and art are allowed to 
consdtute true poetic merit, the poems of Michael 
Bruce will stand high in the judgement of men of 
taste ;" yet we may safely assert, that to all of these 
qnalities, no poetry ever more strongly inclined. 

Brace does not present us with many, absolutely, 
" new" images, but he shews a taste in the selection 
of tiiem, which never exists in an equal degree, with* 
oat leading in the end to great originality. like all' 
yoong authors, he was considerably beholden to his 
reading ; and from the Poems of Ossian, wtuch came 
into vogue while he was at college, and had attracted 
lus particular attention, he appears to have drawn the 
most largely. In his description of the ruins of Loch- 
leven Castle, so frequently quoted by tourists, the racst 
striking of all the images by which he endeavours to 
convey an idea of the desolation that now obtains in 
a place, once the abode of mirth and festivity, is one 
which Macphcrson had before employed to paint the 
desolation of ** Balclutha's towers,** and which Blur 
had pointed out in his dissertation, as among the 
matchless beauties of this author. 

Periiaps in some lone, dreary, desert tower 
That time has spar*d,/«»rtfc/*n>iM themndou} hxiks. 
Half hid in grass, the solitary fvr. 



Wel» 



imple of tt 



^r of judgement 
pauiling from books insteul of nttart 
though the image i> adminble, and nit 
mwi; readni as un&tlj applied to the nj 
leven Culle, yet nolhiag coiJd, aflei alJ> 
of ptace. These luini are oo a small u 
gettier two Engl'uh acres in eitent, in tb< 
[aige expanie of water ; and befoie Bn) 
it witli foxes, he ought to liave asked liimi 
could come there ! finding the image 
never slopped to conwder how direiati 
stances might possibl; affect It, and lias | 
where certainly a fai never was, and aeie 
own accord) be leea. 

When Logan piaisei the sentiments 
" warm from (lie heart, inlereiling and i 
dliecti us to what were, perhapi, hii itro 
Had he lived, it would have heen in tei 
he would probabl; have eicelled. Ht 
have felt sbongly, and was fast initiating 
IhoK graces of eipresiion, which add n 
la all appeals in which the hcail is cancel 
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THOMAS BLACKLOCK. 



Thomas Blacklock was the son of a poor tradesman 
in the town of Annan, and born there in the year 
1721. Dke the celebrated Dr. Sanderson^ the mathe- 
matician, he lost his sight by the snialUpox, while an 
infant ; but the misfortune was much alleviated by the 
increased tenderness with which it induced his father to 
watch oyerhisinfantyears,andthe greater pains he was 
at to devclope and improve those powers of mbd from 
which alone he foresaw any prospect of the boy*s be- 
ing able to provide for himself in life. Fortunately, 
the father's daily avocations prevei^ed this tenderness 
from running into excess ; and the boy was not nursed 
to imbecility by any of that officious humanity , which, 
in the case of blind children, we often see anticipating 
and suppler ing all their wants, preventing all their mo- 
tions, and doing and procuring every thing for them 
without their own interposition. Young Blacklock 
was left a good deal to himself ; taught to depend on 
his own exertions ; and allowed to walk, run, and 
play at large, without any one to guide or superintend 
him. The only inconvenience attending these free 
habits arose from the promiscuous character of the 
company into wlilch they necessarily led him. In 
afterlife, he used to complain of what he had suffered 
when a boy, from the wanton malignity which con- 
stantly impels the herd of mankind to impose upon 

d3 
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for his critical works, to open a corrcspondenco with 
the author, which ripened mto the warmest friendship. 
Mr. Spence had already made the fortane of a poet 
of far less genius, Stephen Duck the thiesliCTy by 
writing an account of his life and writings, and he 
now proposed to do the same service for Blackiodc. 
He wrote, accordingly, a pamphlet, entitled, "An 
Account of the life. Character, and Poems of Mr. 
Blacklock, Student of Philosophy at Edinburgh." 
Praise from so respected a quarter attracted the atten- 
tion of many, Who might not otherwise have heard oi 
the student or his works, and there was speedily a 
demand for a new edition of the latter. It appeared 
in 1756, in quarto, with Mr. Spence's account pre- 
fixed. The profits derived from these publicationi 
are stated to have been considerable. 

Mr. Blacklock now resolved to enter into thederi* 
cal profession, as the least incompatible with the de- 
privation under which he laboured; and alter the 
usual period of study at the Divinity Hall, he was li- 
censed as a preacher, by the Presbytery of I>unifTie9, 
in 1759. Three years afterwards, ihe Eari of Selkiil 
presented him to the living of Kirkcudbright; and 
Blacklock, having now the prospect of a permanent 
settlement in life, married the daughter of a Mr. 
Johnston, surgeon, in Dumfries. 

The people of Kirkcudbright, however, could nc 
be persuaded to receive with cordiality a blind per 
son for their pastor. It may be true, as Dr. Black* 
lock has remarked, in a Treatise on the Blind, whid 
he afterwards wrote for the Encyclopedia Britannica 
that, " no liberal and cultivated mind can entertaii 
the least hesitation in concluding, that there is notlun^ 
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either in the nature of things, or even in the positive 
institutions of genuine religion, repugnant to th^dea 
of a blmd clergyman." But it was not Dr. ^ack- 
lock's good fortune to have his lot cast among " lifie-- 
ral and cultivated" minds. The people of Kiikcud- 
bright were, in point of religious liberality, much the 
same as nearly a century before, when, by a kirk-set- 
tlement riot, they brought ruin upon the once opu- 
lent and powerful house of Kirkcudbright.* As Dr« 



* " John, third Lord Kirkcudbright, possessed pro- 
perty of vast extent in this quarter. He was a zea- 
lous presbyterian, and a violent opponent of Crom- 
well and the independents. He took up arms in £ei- 
vour of the crown, and raised, at hb own expense, a 
regiment of foot from among his tenants and vassals, 
which he carried over into Ireland, from whence few 
of them returned. He had the misfortune always to 
be in opposition to the ruling party. After the resto- 
ration, he found his Presbyterian principles more ob- 
noxious than formerly. Some women having made a 
disturbance at the introduction of an episcopal minis-* 
ter into the Kirk of Kirkcudbright, the privy-council 
granted a commission to the Earls of Linlithgow, 
Galloway, Aimandale, and Drumlanrig, with Sir John 
Wauchope, to enquire into the matter. Thede four 
earls came to Kirkcudbright Castle, and foi^nd that 
Lord Kirkcudbright had countenanced what these 
women bad done ; they, Uicrefore, sent him prisoner 
to Edinburgh, 2Sd May, 1663, where he shortly after 
died, and bb neighbours by degrees acquired all his 

estates." FORSYTH. 
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B. adds, in the umc Treatise, willi an obvio 
to bii own case, " Ihe novelty of tho pheno 
i blinil clergyniati) while it aaloDuhea vulgc 
tractid nndtntandingi, inSamei their teal ti 
madneSk" Eren so it wai with his Kiri 
flock. After two years' bitter conleDtion 
prcjndices agwml bioi, he found hia gituatl 
agreenble, that he consented to resign hU 
a snail annuitj'. 

Witb this icantj proviaioo be took op hii 
■t Edinburgh, ivlicie he made some Uttl. 
to his iDCome bj taking into liia hoase  fei 
at tbcnniTenity, ai boardera, and uristh 
their stodies. 

Inl7£G, the IVIarischal College of Al>e^ 
Uned upon hini the degree of Doctor of D 

In the yeorfDllowing ha published his 
prose work, entitled " FuntcJesia, or Consol 
daced from Natural and Iteiealed Religim 
vol. 8vo. 

Shortly after, Lord Monboddo published 
bnted " Treatise on the Origin and Progtei 
gtiage," and, by a reference which he mad< 
some opinions eipreucd in canTenatioi 
Blacklock, inrolved the Doctor in an nnplei 
troversy with an anonymous assailant It i 
have been a source of pain lo himself, and i 
to his friends ; who were sorry to discover til 
much miafortunes had soured him against 
The theatre of controTert; was the Edinborg 



liord Moitboddo had introduced Dr. Bll 
"bestowing a good deal of thought upoi 
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ject of the oiigin of languages, and conjecturing that 
the first language among men was music." The 
author of a series of strictures on the work, who ap- 
pears to have heen of the clerical profession, after 
paying Dr. Blacklock the compliment of being ** a 
prodigy of learning/* thus conmients on the opinion 
ascribed to him. " It ^ves me pain to animadvert upon 
ibb gentleman, who has a place not only in my regard 
but likewise in my admiration, though I am none of 
lus acquaintance, as indeed, I never was once in com- 
pany with him ; but I have heard much of him, parti- 
culi^Iy that he was formerly a parochial preacher. If 
so, then he must, among other parts of useful know- 
ledge, be well acquainted with the oracles of Truth, as 
to which his memory must have given him the slip 
greatly on this particular. A little recollection would 
have reminded Iiim, that ' Jubal was the fatlier of all' 
such as handle the harp and organ ; and, that Tubal- 
Cain was an instructor of every artificer in brass and 
iron.' It is hoped, the learned doctor will allow these 
particulars to have been after the gift, not the invention 
of language, and that he is none of those who reckon 
such accounts to be understood allegorically or para- 
bolically." 

Dr. Blacklock immediately wrote an answer to this 
attack,* in which he first admitted explicitly the fact, 
that our ** original progenitor was endued with tlie 
power of speaking by his omnipotent and bountiful 
Creator ;" though he held it to be equally clear that 



 It begins with a striking propriety. " In revolving 
the last number of your Magazine." a. s. 
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" all Ills <lt'Hi'iiiliml> hfiiK ubUined ll 
icpea(«l U'mU, faUliful imitilioD, u 
IiRbil ;" and tliou piuceetlcd (o give (ba 
pluiaUon of Uie opinion he had eipi 
Mcmboddo. " I bid no Krupla b affln 
odI; language naturat to man, cooiUted 
pieirive and uii|ircmeditatcd cffuiIi>Dic 
nero Inttanlincouily promplcd bj uiy 
tioD, whether of pain or plcaiure; boti 
our ideal enlarged, ai our notion* of I 
became mote eiteoaive, diaUncI, and i 



bl; felt, tlie ugni by wliich Ihb lecipra 
cation vtai tianiacled, niuit become n 
In their nature, and inore multiplied in 
Hepce it would be found neccuary to I 
precise and divenlticd cxiiroiion ; but, 
inipired by initinct went only diitinguii 
another b; variety uf accent and moduli 
be natuiil for our iuiUatvi in language 
divenlly farther in propurtion a* objectt 
were mulUplied. lloweici eaiy and ni 
latlon may appear to ui, and with what 
Indc cbildren, at a rery cailj period, m 
lipa and tonguei from imitation or acci 
we coniider tliat uninleirupled lonnds 
and moit native eiprcuiunnoftentimeni 
evitably be led tu Imagine that Iheio oi 
aloni rout hare been conaiderably adn 
Dumber and ptecl^n, before tbey cnip 
of aitlcalation. Thui, accocdlng to tbc 
poiltton, tiie piimitiie eonvenation of tl 
nevcf been originally inipired willi li 
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learned by iraitation and iutercourse might have been 
resolved into a kind of musicairteitattiM.*' 

Dr. B. having thus explained his opinion on the 
subject, concludes with a paragraph of himself, which, 
tliough not to be read without pain, is too character- 
istic to be omitted. . 

** Such were the observations to which tlie author 
of tlie above mentioned Enquiry alludes, and whether 
tliis hypothesis can ever be put in competition with 
facts plainly and explicitly ri'lated by the spirit of 
God himself, let the impartial public determine. If 
your corrcspuiulcnt, whose animadversions occasioned 
this letter, will du me the justice to take the most 
cursory review of my * Paraclesis, or Consolations of 
Human Life,' I cannot but ho{)e, tliat it will inspire 
him will) more charitable ideas of my fidelity. Tossed 
as 1 have been from wave to wave, through the long 
and cruel tempest of life, had I not been a Christian, 
I should have ceased to be a man.'* 

* For who would bear the whips and scorns of fortune, 
Th* oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely. 
The pangs of despis'd love, the law*s delay. 
The insolence of otlice, and the spurns 
That patient merit uf th* unworthy takes. 
When he himself might his quietM make 
Witlia bare bodkin?' 

*• It is the sincere and permanent conviction of ray 
soul, that the testimony of an approving conscience, 
the sense of a favouring (lod, the persuasion of an 
atoning and interceding Uodeemer, the hopes of a 
blissful eternity, are the only comforts which can 

I'AUT 6.] K 
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i'iUier reconcile us to our present exbtcncc ur support 
us in it. 1 am cxtreiuoly obliged to the author of the 
letter for the favourable opinion he entertains of me ; 
yet had I vanity and arrogance enough to think my- 
self the prodigy if learning, which he calls me, I 
should eidiibitthe strongest proof, that in fact I was a 
prodigy of ignorance and stupidity. A man, however, 
bom in obscurity, afilictcd with blindness, and de- 
pressed by fortune, will find the greatest reason to 
bless his Creator if he has been preserved from neg- 
lecting or per\'erting the talents with which he is en- 
trusted." 

Tlie author of tlic < Strictures' returned to the charge 
in a carping R'ply, in wluch, half confesnng and half 
doubting the sufficiency of tlio doctor's avowal of hb 
belief in the scriptural account of the origin of lan- 
guage, he dwelt much on the false spirit of philoso- 
phy that was abroad, with tlie view, apparently, of in- 
sinuating tliat Dr. B. had some tincture of It as w«U 
as his friend Lord Monboddo. 

Dr. Blacklock, thus again assailed, was forced to 
resume his pen. In a rejoinder, he confesses that 
though the game of quart and ti«rce is much less dan- 
gerous when played with the pen than the swoxd, he 
had no relish for it even in its most innocent ibrm. 
He declares his submbsion to the authority of Scrip- 
ture as above all human philosophy ; but justly ob- 
serves, '* it b not submission to the authority of Scrip- 
ture alone which we often find required from philo- 
sophy, but submission, implicit submission, to the 
tenets which every individual pretends to deduce from 
Scripture. Thus philosophy, though InsfMied and 
autliorised by the same God who promulgated the 
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Evangelical dbpensation, instead of being the hand* 
maid of Christianity, might become the wretched 
dupe, the contemptible auxiliary, of every heresiarch 
and every sectary." Thus far the Doctor fenced well ; 
but out of compassion, as it would seem, for the treat- 
ment which false philosophy had received at tiie 
hands of his antagonist, he was tempted to volunteer 
a thrust in return at a certain false Christianity which 
was nearly equally in vogue, and in doing this (to 
follow out the Doctor's figure) he gut the sun in his 
face. ** But besides," says the doctor, ** the malig- 
nant influence of fabe wisdom, there arc (with regret 
I speak it) other causes of infidelity deducible from 
the profession and conduct of Christians themselves. — 
The glaring inconsistency between our principles and 
practice which daily observation discovers, must 
prove an elToctual stumbling block to superficial and 
fluctuating mmds ; the illiberal sentiments, the bi- 
gotry, intolerance, and fanaticism of some who arrogate 
the Christian name, are unspeakingly injurious to the 
interests of their faith ; because, from them, the young 
and thoughtless mind forms the idea of a gloomy in- 
stitution, characterized by injunctions of penance and 
maceration, and invested with the terrors of' helU' After 
a few words more in the same strain, he concludes 
with the following additional remarks on his own per- 
ndtuil character and fortunes : " I am not, however," 
he says, " so passive with respect to my antagonist's 
high notions of my learning. I would ardently wish 
to undeceive him and every one else who entertains 
the same charilable opinion. Heaven grant, that nunc 
of my friends ni&y (;vcr regard me in any other light 
than as a connnon individual of the human species, 

K 2 
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who earnestly desires, within his litth> sphere, to glorify 
his God, and to assist his neighbour according to Uk 
powers and opportunities indulged him. Wandera 
andrarce shows are generally contemplated with dispo- 
sitions which I should never choose to inspire. To me, 
indeed, it seems equally eligible to be esteemed a por^ 
tent as a prodigy ; and, tlianks to my panegyrists, both 
these compliments have in so many words been pud 
me. I have now, as may be hoped, served more than 
two-thirds of my quarantine in this world, without stre- 
nuously endeavouring either to provoke its censure or 
conciliate its applause ; yet enough, in all conscience, 
enough, have 1 experienced of both, to feel the in- 
justice of tlic former and the insignificance of the 
latter. It has already been said, that my relish CTen 
for the effusion of ink in such literary skirmishes is not 
high ; if therefore, Philanthropos [the assumed name 
of his opponent] chuses to renew the war, 1 promise 
from henceforth to leave him absolutely master of the 
field ; and am," &c. 

After this proclamation by tlic doctor of a ceasatioa 
to the contest, it became, of course, a point of diguty 
with his antagonist, not to renew it in his own penon ; 
but the ground was no sooner ostensibly deserted by 
the principals, tlian it was occupied by two pretended 
knights errant in tlieir behalf, so like to them in siie, 
agility, and ardour, as to make it suspected that they 
were no other tlian the original combatants them- 
selves, with their vizors down. It might now be sud 
fervet apu$ ; but not redolentque thymafragrantiawiMUam 
Dr. Blacklock, as we have seen, had, in his animad- 
versions on false Christianity, said some equivocal 
things about ** the terrors" with which the Christian 
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institution b invested. It is the orthodoxy of these 
expressions which forms the business of this addi- 
tiontl act to the controversy ; but which, it is no 
longer fraught either with instruction or pleasure to 
traee* It may suffice to observe, that Dr. Blacklock, 
again driven to a more explicit declaration of his finitb, 
referred to his work " on Christian Consolation" as 
one, among many, proofs of his miuntaining " fbtore 
punishments to be both exquisite in their degree, and 
eternal in their continuance." 

In all this controversy there is, perhaps, notibing 
more deserving of animadversion than a sentiment 
dropped by Dr. Blacklock, which was allowed to pass 
wi^ut any. He tells us, that " had he not been a 
Christian he would have ceased to be a man 9" and he 
quotes Shakespeare to shew the way in which *hc 
might have 

his quietus made 

With a bare bodJdn. 

He goes on to state, more explicitly, the " sincere 
and permanent conviction of his soul," that without 
the consolations supplied by tlie Christian religion, 
nothing could '' reconcile us to our present state of 
existence, or support us in it." It is very far from being 
intended to dispute the influence which the Christian 
religion, when properly comprehended, has in fortify- 
ing us against the weaknesses of our mortal condition ; 
but, is there nothing false in a doctrine which goes to 
affinn, that, without the Christian religion, the natural 
tendency of human nature is to self-murder ? Is there 
nothing calumnious of all the other religions in the 
world, in the implied assertion, that where Christianity 
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iiiosl hIiiiiiikIh, mirhli'fi llii^ li-iml gircvulf 
iidihiug itHii)>(^>uii in i^iinlt'iiilina, (lini untm 
belief I'l in t]iirChr)iili*ii(lii|>cnuiliun, hcmiiy, 

It ii reniukalili', Ih&l tliin idea or>uiciilci 
tiavrliing haunlcil Ihumimlaf Itlacktfivk land 
lo inriiicc u) In rcvrnmcc tlic untliiulum wil 
be wcnia lo have linseed lliu Uinon bj whtcli 
caic, il wai cuunlnnctcil. In a " Trcallw 
IJlind," wliicli, liin^can nftrr, tic wrote for th 
t:lnps(lia Britiuiiiii:ft, Iir ulmrneii, " The li 
peculiarly sulijfcie<l to Ihat dlaunlrr which 
called IdiJmm lutir, nr hiw siililla. ThlilMiHi 
mxj be uid to mniprcbpncl in ll all die uIImt 
andcvila nf liiinian life; Ixxanii:, by i la In 
inSucDco on lliG inind, it aggreTBlei the wel 
billeniFSs uf every caluiiity lu wliicli wo 
noiionik In a |irivnti! Icllcr, wo liara lie* 
■crilicd as a furniiiUlitn |in-rJ|iico in the r 
niltcry, lielw<'m tliu |^il[ihii uf aukklc, on 
hand, and ficniy on lliii olhoi ; into dlher i 
agentle hrcvzc, aceurdiat; In tbn foKG of ill 
nnd the lino nf lis dirocllon, may iTTccovcrahl; 
lilt: iinliap|>3r •ietini ; yet fmin bulb uf wbicb 
[inividcntialty i'n?apc." 

In (lliu, fu wdl at In many oilier panage 
article in tiiu Kneyclo[iir(lia, il it obiicrvable, 
Dlackluck bat Tattacr ({enoralixcd biaownci 
Ihan slated wint la caiiinion to blinil iiutauni 
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to meet with a blind maniac , or to read of a verdict of 
felo de 86 against a blind person. Dr. Blacklock 
would probably have had the same tendency, and in 
as strong a degree, .had he never lost his sight; 
for fatal experience tells those who do enjoy the 
blessing, tliat to see the outward showings of " the 
proud man's contumely," or the frown that causes 
** the pang of despisM love," is by no means calcu- 
lated to lessen their maddening influence on suscep- 
tible minds. The Doctor's Treatise is pregnant with 
useful hints and curious speculation ; but the pre- 
valence of this habit of converting his own parti- 
cular into general experience, and of referring to 
his blindness, peculiarities which might witli equal or 
greater reason have been ascribed to other causes, 
forms a serious deduction from its value. 

In 1774, Dr. Blacklock published " the Graham," 
an heroic ballad, in four cantos; but it added no- 
thing to his poetical reputation. 

At the breaking out of the American war, the 
Doctor was tempted to take a part in the political con- 
troversy which then agitated the public mind, on the 
right of taxing the colonies. He wrote ^ " Remarks 
on the Nature and Extent of Liberty, as compatible 
with the genius of civil Societies ; on the principles 
of Government, and the proper limits of its powers in 
free States ; and, on the Justice and Policy of the 
American war, occasioned by perusing the observa- 
tions of Dr. Price, on tlie same subjects." This work 
attracted little notice, and has been long heaped with 
the many forgotten pamphlets on the same subject. 

Some years after, Dr. Blacklock did a far more 
important service to his country, by the share which 
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lie had in preserving Bums to his native country, when 
he had resolved on emigrating to America. " I had 
composed,'* says Bums, " the last song I ihoold ever 
measure in Cidciioxiia,, * The gloomy night it gathmiMg 
fast,' when a letter from Dr. Blacklocic to a ftiend of 
mine overtlirew all my schemes, by opening new proa- 
pects to my poetic ambition.*' The letter was ad- 
dressed to the Rev. O. Lowrie, and contained the 
following early tribute to the genius of the immortal 
bard. 

<' Many instances have I seen of Nature's force and 
beneficence exerted under numerous and formidable 
disadvantages; but none equal to that with which 
you have been kind enough to present me* There ia 
a pathos and delicacy in his serious poems, a rein of 
wit and humour in those of a more festive turn, Which 
cannot be too much admired or too warmly approred ; 
and I think I shall never open the book without feel- 
ing my astonishment renewed and increased. It was 
my wish to have expressed my approbation in verse ; 
but whether from declining life, or a temporary de- 
pression of spirits, it is at preseut out of my power to 
accomplish that agreeable attention.'* 

When the Dr. became afterwards acquainted with 
Boms, his muse started from her Ictiiargy ; and, catch- 
ing new life from tiie kindred grasp, thus poured 
forth her friendly greetings. 

Edinburgh, 24,th August, 1789. 

" Dear Bums, thou brother of my heart. 
Both for thy virtues and thy art ; 
If art it may l>e called in Uicc, 
Which Nature's bounty, large and free. 



POETS.— THOMAS BLACKLOCK. 45 

With pleasure on tliy breast diffuses, 
And warms tliy soul with all the Muses. 
Whetlier to laugh with easy grace, 
Thy numbers move the sage*s face ; 
Or bid the softer passions rise. 
And ruUtless souls with grief surprise ; 
Tis Nature's voice distinctly felt, 
Through tliee, her organ, Uius to melt. 

jMo««t anxiously I wish to know. 
With thee, of late, how matters go ? 
How keeps thy much-lov'd Jean her health ? 
AVhai promises thy farm, of wealth ? 
Whether the Muse persist to smile 
And ail tliy anxious cares beguile? 
Whether bright fancy keeps alive ? 
And how thy darling infants thrive ? 

For me, with grief and sickness spent ; 
Since I my journey homeward bent. 
Spirits depressed, no more I mourn. 
But vigour, life, and health, return. 
No more to gloomy thoughts a prey, 
I sleep all night and live all day ; 
By turns my book and friend enjoy. 
And thus my circling hours employ. 
Happy, while yet these hours remain. 
If Bums could join the cheerful train ; 
With wonted zeal, sincere and fervent. 
Salutes once more his humble servant, 

Thomas Blacklock." 

Burns, in a longer rhyming answer, expressetl his 
satisfaction at the happy improvement which had 
taken place in the Doctor's temperament, in propor- 
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tiun as he approached tlie verge of life ; bat it b 
worthy of remark, that it is singalarly free from any 
thhig which can be coiutnied into a reciprocal •dmi- 
ration of the Doctor*8 rouse. 

In die autumn, before his death, (Sept 1790), 
Dr. 13. wrote another poetical epistle to Bums* solicit- 
ing his assistance to Dr. Anderson's " Be$" the pro- 
posals for which were then in circulation ; and, in the 
concluding lines, thus resignedly speaks of his ap- 
proaching dissolution : 

" You then, more at leisure,* and free from ocmtrou]. 
May indulge the strong passion that reigns in your soiil* 
]3ut I, feeble I, must to nature give way ; 
Devoted, cold death's and longevity's prey." 

Dr. B. died at Edinburgh in the month of July, 
1791, in Uic sevcntietli year of his age. 

Besides the works which have been incidentally 
mentioned, he wrote " a Discourse on the right im- 
provement of Time," 1760 ; some pieces in Dcmald- 
son's Collection of Original Poems ; Two Discourses 
on the Spirit and Evidences of Chrbtianity, translated 
from the French of Armand, 1768 3 and a Panegyric 
(satirical) on (jrcat Britam, 1773. 

The merits of Dr. Blacklock have been treated 
with abundance of partiality by nearly all who have 
ever written of him. Mr. Hume, who was inti- 
mately acquainted with him, assures us, that " his 
modesty was equal to tlic goodness of his disposition, 



• Alluding to an erroneous report of Bums's pro- 
motion to be a Supervisor. 
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and the beauty of his genius -" and, that ** every 
thing considered, he might be regarded as a prodigy." 
His biographer, in the Annual Register, says, that ** he 
displayed a wonderful degree of contentment, under 
the distressing circumstances which attended his 
early progress in life;" that ** his poetry is easy, ele- 
gant, and harmonious;" that ** he composed with 
great readiness, and throughout the general course of 
his poems, shews such a justness of thinking, in le* 
gard to the things of this world, and such an easy 
and contented form of mind, as were worthy of a good 
Christian and a sound philosopher." Such are the 
opinions of Blacklock's own countrymen ; but they 
are even surpassed by the encomiums heaped ap<»i 
him from abroad. Carlo Denina, in his Discono dt la 
LitenUura, says, ** Blacklock will appear to posterity 
a fabulous character ; even now he is a prodigy* It 
will be thought a fiction and a paradox, that a man 
quite blind since he was three years old,* besides 
having made himself so good a master of various lan- 
guages, of Greek, Latin, Italian, and French, should 
also be a great poet in his own ; and without, hardlyi 
having ever seen the light, should be so remarkably 
happy in description." 

While noticing what others have said of Blacklock, 
it may not be foreign to the purpose to advert to what 
he has said of himself. With an obvious allusion to 
his own case, for, with the exception of Henry the 
Minstrel, he is the only poet we read of, who was 
blind from his infancy, he says, in his ' Treatise 



* A mistake ; Blacklock was blind from the age 
of five months. 



aescripiionevenoj visioie oojeccs. wnnoui enner t7n 
or deserving the imputation of plagiarism" I. 
another part of the same essay, he observes: ** ] 
Milton, and Ossian, liad been long acquainted v 
visible world before they were surrounded with 
and ever-during darkness ; — they might, th( 
still retain the warm and pleasing impressions c 
they had seen. Their descriptions might be an 
with the rapture and enthusiasm which- ori 
fired their bosoms when the grand or dread 
jects which they delineated, were immediati 
held. Nay, that enthusiasm might still be heij 
by a bitter sense of their loss, and by that 
which a situation so dismal might naturally 
But how shall we account for the tame energy, tl 
transport of description, exhibited by those an 
minds visible objects were never impressed, or ht 
entirely obliterated ? Yet, however unaccounta 
fact may appear, it is no less certain than exiraor 
Bat delicacy and other particular circumstan 
bid us to enter into this disquisition with that i 
ness and precision which it requires,** &c. 

Where our sympathy for the misfortunes oi 
dividual disposes us so strongly, as in the prese 
to lend a willing ear to all that can be said 
favour, it is painful to be obliged, even by a i 
truth, to quarrel with the meed of renown 
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otfaen are inclined to bestow upon him. But after 
the narrative which has been given of Dr. BIackIock*8 
life, and the several distinct manifestations of lib cha- 
racter which have been gathered from his own lips, 
it would he lajing aside all candour to pretend to 
re-echo such praises as those which have just been 
quoted. That Dr. Blacklock was, from the effect of 
moral discipline, amiable and engaging in hb per- 
sonal intercourse with society, is proved by many 
concurring accounts ; but to speak of his content- 
ment " under misfortunes," as being ** wonderful," 
is, in fact, to pronounce the severest satire on his real 
character. We have seen, that when, in the solitude 
of his closet, he could give free utterance to his 
actual sentiments, that he was much the reverse of 
being contented with the degree of notice he had 
received from the world ; that he felt, what he con- 
ceived to be the injustice of its neglect, with bitter- 
ness, and resented it with acrimony ; that he was 
almost habitually afflicted with low spirits, and some- 
times suffered them to carry him even to the verge of 
despair. Nor is it to be concealed, that his melan- 
choly is to be traced as much to offended vanity, 
as to a genuine sense of neglected merit. For, how- 
ever he may have, in one case, disclaimed all preten- 
sions to the character of " a prodigy," it is clear 
enough, from what he says elsewhere of the fact, ** no 
less certain than extraordinary," of a man on whose 
mind visible objects were never impressed, rivalling 
Homer, Milton and Ossian, in " energy and transport 
of description," that he fully tliought himself one. 
Now, with due deference to his panegyrists, there is 
part6.J f 
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iiulhin^ ill Um; ])ru(luctions of Dr. IMacklock 
can at all entitle him to be looked upon in tlii 
Ills poetry is by no nicaus of the first order ; 
docs it partake so much of the enthusiasm inft{i 
visual perceptions, as the partiality of his fri«i 
led him to believe. Curiosity, to see what 
man could do, attracted attention to bii poem 
published ; but if we except the beautiful s 
the Braa of Ballenden, none of them have kep 
hold of popular recollection* His prose prodi 
have done still less for his fame. His " Pan 
is a pious and sensible production ; bat more 
justly be said of it We may be told, that ev> 
poetry and such prose are extraordinary prod 
for a blind man, and so they probably are ; all 
from the want of parallel cases, with which t 
tutc a comparison, it is impossible to assert m 
in positive terms. Tlie question is not, hi 
whether, as a blind man, Blacklock was an < 
dinary writer ? but, whether as a writer, his nu 
so extraordinary as to make it a reproach 
world, that more was not done for him ? Nov 
ing at his works in tliis view, and reflecting c 
])ublic and individual sympathy actually c 
Dr. Blacklock, it is really difficult to discov 
just ground for the strong discontent which h« 
to have felt with the share of good fortune wl 
to his lot To the generous interposition 
stranger he was indebted for that completiox 
education, without which he must, in all prob 
have dragged out his life in obscurity, ignoran 
misery ; by tlie active philanthropy of anothe 
gcr, and of a different country, no sooner ) 
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made hla appearance as an author, than Uie public 
attention was drawn in the most favourable manner 
to his works, and he gained, not onl^ reputation, but 
money : and at Icngtli, solely through the esteem his 
genius excited, he was placed in a situation of inde- 
pendence and case. At this point, indeed, fortuno 
became adverse to hira ; through tlic prejudices of 
the vulgar, he lost that preferment wliich an enlight- 
ened sympathy had bestowed upon him; and the 
rest of his days may be said to have been passed in 
gloom and neglect. Yet, unfortunate as the close of 
his life was, when we reflect how much worse It might, 
and would most probably, have been, but for the share 
of friendship he experienced from the world, nothing 
could be less uncalled for than tlie manner with whidi 
we have seen Dr. Blacklock affecting to contemn the 
world's "applause*' and " censure," as alike indifferent 
to him. 

** In his person,'* says Mr. Alexander Campbell, 
Dr. Blacklock *' exceeded not the middle sixc, but his 
erect postui-e gave an air of dignity mingled with 
perfect simplicity ; and a peculiar involuntary motion, 
the effect of habit, added not a little to interest tlie 
beholder, as it usually accompanied the glow of his 
feelings in conversation." 

'* To his accomplishments," continues the same 
writer, *' he addi'd that of a taste for music, and he 
excelle<l in singing the melodies of his country. I have 
heard him often boar a part in a chorus witli much 
judgement and precision. His knowledge in the 
scientific pait of uiusic was by no means inconsider- 
able." .1. K. 

1 '2 
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JOHN LOG\\\ 



John Logan was a native of Soiitia, in ihc parish of 
Fnia, and county of I'jdin))nrgh. lie wn» born about 
the year 171H. His fatlior, who wns a small farmer, 
and of the religious sect calU'd Burghers, educated 
him to nil a place in the ministry of that persuasion ; 
but, while going through the pre])aratory course of* 
studies at tiie University of Kdinhurgh, his notions 
about conformity changed, and he prepared to take 
orders in the establishment. 

While prosecuting his own studies, he was in 1768, 
through the reconnnemlalion of ])r. Blair, employed 
to su()eriutend those of Mr. Sinclair of Ulbster's eldest 
son, the present Sir John Sinclair, Baronet, so well- 
known for his patriotic eiforts to ])roniotctlie agricul- 
tural prosperity <»f his country ; and such honour as 
belongs to one who has contriliuted by his precepts to 
the formation of a character, in no ordinary degree 
useful to the state, belongs to John Logan. 

In 1770, the melancholy duty devolved on Mr* 
Logan of editing the poetical remains of a fellow 
student and frieiul, who had fallen a victim to earlj 
decay— the lamented Michael Bruce. I^gan had, 
as well as Bruce, been distinguished among their com- 
panions fur his poetical taste ; and it was naturally 
.suppose<l, that the present task ctmld not have fallen 
into better hands. It has since appeared, howewr, 



tliat Mr. Logan, jn his cditorisJ capacily, devialed 
widely from Uieiine of honest eiecutorship, nod in- 
ttoducid into aolice, among the poems ot Michiol 
Brace, scremi pieces which were in reality wrillen by 
liinueir, or u-ere, a( least, afterwnid! cliimeJ b; hiia 

Having completed the usual term ot study, Mr. 
Logan was about this period adniitlFd iato urders ; 
and loon scqaired populatily as a preacher. In 1TT3, 
he received s c«l[ to the pngloral charge of Sou^ 
Leilfa, a lirag not only of superior value, hut pecu- 
liiHj desirable bom its close vicinity Eo the metro- 

Shortly after Mr. Logan'iinliodnclion into (his cure, 
the General Aiicnibly engaged in a plan of reviring 
the Psalmody of the Church, and Mr. Logan was 
appunted one of a Committee for that pnrpoie. In 
1781, the collection of " Transistions and Pata- 
pbnses," which ij now generally bound ap wilh (he 
Pulms, was pabliahed ; and those which Mr. Logan 
contributed lo it, though below the standard of hia 
other poetry, have come into very general use in tho 
eilablisfaed choich. 

Mr. Logan's official duties were happily not so ei- 
lenaive as la prevent hiin from devoting considerable 
attention to literary pursuits. The Scottish niBlrn- 
polisabounded at that time in active and able writers; 
Robtrtson, Blair, Fergiison, Hume, Smilh, Stuart, 
were all then in the field, and Mr. Logan, who was 
on terms of friendsliip whh most of tiiem, partook in 
a large degree of their smbition for literary distinc- 
tion. In the winter of 1779—80, he ciimmcnced 
reading a public course of Lecturce, on 1h« Philoso- 
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with whom the patronage of Ihe gitUBlioi 
tbe preference, howe»ei, to Mt. rraierTjtl 
Loid Woodbouselee.) Chagrined >t tbi> 
menl, Mr. Logan no longer persevered in 
of private lecluiing', but be committed 
an anatjBis of such portion of his ledorei i 
Ancient Ubtory, and pnbhahed it under 
" Elements of the Phiiosoph; of History,' 
shorlt; after followed by one of Ibe leci 
" On the Manners and Govenunents of Ai 
In 17S3 he publblied,a collection of hi 
one Toi. 8to. The reputation which he h 
for the possession of poetical talents, se 
a very favourable reception, and a sec 
wan almost immediately called for. This 
ment slimnlaled his muse (o greater eierti 
1783, iic offered a tragedy called '■Run 
Mr. Harris, the manager of Covent Gai 
who thought so well of it, that he put it i 
When the necessary licence, howeier, 
lor to tbe Lord Cbantberlain. it was lel 
play was fonnded on the hbtory of Ma 
and contained some appeals, the inSuenc 
on public opinion, the ministers of the di 
bablj occasion to dread. It was prinlei 
the same year, and afterwards acted at 
though with no great succfss. An Ed 
'dience waa not at that period, nor for : 
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after, exactly that sort of pablic body, on which sound 
political sentiments, clothed even in the most glowing 
language, were likely to make much impression ; and, 
notwithstanding their verdict, the tragedy of Kunna- 
mede may still be pronounced one which, if slightly 
amended, would be worthy of revival. 

The anpient prejudice which the Scottish people 
ent(*rtained against theatrical representations, and 
which had already driven a Home from the country, 
had not at this period greatly subsided ; and though 
it assumed not the same outrageous form against 
Logan, it generated in the minds of his parishioners 
a suspicion of his religious sincerity and zeal, which 
proved equally prejudicial to his temporal fortunes. 
From suspicion they proceeded to scrutiny, and, with 
minds biassed to view every thing in the worst light, 
it was not long before they discovered that Logan had 
in reality more of the habits of the poet than the 
preacher. He was fund of social intercourse, and 
had neither the prudence nor resolution to avoid the 
occasional excesses to which it almost invariably leads. 
A proposition to vacate his charge was made ; and 
partly in disgust, and partly from a fear of worse 
consequences, he acceded to it, on condition of re- 
ceiving a moderate annuity out of the stipend. 

Mr. Logan now repaired to London, consoled and 
animated with the confidence that his talents would 
there have full scope, and command rewards with 
which neitlier local nor general prejudices could in- 
terfere. His first literary occupation in the metropo- 
lis, was as a cuntributor to the periodical journals, 
but more j)articularly the English Review, lit 178U 
he was cniplo^'cd to write a pamphlet, entitled, " A 
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Review of the principal Charges against Mr. "% 
Hastings/' which had the good fortune to givi 
ofTence to the leaden of the ittpeachmeBt i 
that gentleman, who constroed it into aa ini 
ment of their privileges, and went so far as to in 
a prosecution agunst the puUisber, Mr. Stoc 
The jury, however, who sat on the cause, foni 
thing libellous in it, and unanimoosly acqnitt 
defendant. In truth, party fmy alone oouM 
discovered in this production any thing wortliy 
much notice ; for of all ^e political pamphlets 
have made a noise in the world, Ix^gan's Rev 
the Charges agunst Mr. Hastings, is one of ih< 
calculated to gratify the curiosity of a reader i 
free from the angry passions in whicli it had it 
It is certainly the weakes^of all Logan's prodm 

The triumph which the verdict of the jury g 
the poblisber of the pamphlet, its ingenious i 
did not live to witness. His health had been fbi 
time much impaired, and he fell into a lingerii 
ness, of which he died, on the 28th Dec. 17i 
the fortieth year of his age. 

The end of Logan, we are told, was truly Chr 
When be became too weak to bold a book, I 
ployed his time in hearing such young perM 
visited him, read the scriptores. His conver 
turned chiefly on serious subjects, and was al!f 
and instructive. He foresaw and prepared f( 
approach of death ; gave directions about his f 
with the utmost composure, and dictated a wi 
which he appointed bis old friend Dr. Robertsoi 
Dr. Donald Grant, his executors ; and beqneatl 
them his property, books, and MSS., to be con 
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into money for tbe payment of legacies to such re- 
lations and friends, as had the strongest claims on his 
affectionate remembrance. 

Two volumes of sermons, selected from his raanu- 
scriptSf were accordingly published at Edinburgh, 
under the superintendance of Dr. Robertson, in 1790 
and 1791. Few works of the kind have been more 
successful. They have (1808) reached a fifth edition, 
and are still in request. More ardent and imagina- 
tive than Blair, Logan is less read only because his 
eloquence is of a kind more suited to the pulpit than 
the closet. 

Mr. Logan left several other works in MS., among 
which were the. unpublished part of his Lectures on 
History ;* Electra, a tragedy ; Tlie Wedding-Day, a 
tragedy, being a translation of the Deserteur of Mer- 
cier ; and the first act of a tragedy, called The Cartha- 
ginian Hero. 

His chief ambition appears to have been to shine 
in the drama ; but in this he can be scarcely said to 
have followed the natural bent of his genius. For 
though " Rnnnamedc" is a respectable production, it 
is not altogether a happy one ; the sentiment? are 
often strained, and the action artificial, leaving an 
impression that the author has been trying something 
to which his powers are not quite equal. The muse of 
Logan was naturally of a pensive and contemplative 

• It is said, I know not with what truth, that these 
were deposited, by Mr. Logan, with a gentleman who 
kept an academy near London, as security for a loan 
of money ; and tl»at tlicy have been since published 
in that person's own name. a. s. 
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cast ; disposed to shun those busy haunts ^ 
furnish materials fur dramatic delineation, ant 
lighting to pour forth her simple wail in the 
sequestered spots. His " Visit to the Count 
Autumn," " Tlie Lovers," and « The Braes ol 
row," are master-pieces of sentimental tende 
and, of themselves, justly entitle Logan to a 
station among the poets of hb country. Had he 
vated ballad or narrative poetry more, be would d 
less have attained to a still greatet eminence 
within this range of composition, there was no q 
which he did not possess in the amplest degree, 
prevailing style of his language is chaste and sii 
he is choice in his selection of points, and has i 
citous brevity in enforcing them, which is only 
acquired by much judgement and sensibility on 
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ANDREW MACDONALD. 



Andrew Donald (for the Mac was an addition not 
originally prefixed to hb name) was the son of George 
Donald, a gardener near Leitb, and born about the 
year 1755. He received the rudiments of his edaca- 
Uon at the grammar-school of Leith, and afterwards 
gtodied at the University of Edinburgh, with a view to 
taking orders in the Episcopal Church, to which his 
father and femily belonged. In 1775, he was ad- 
mitted into deacon's orders, and It was on this occa- 
sion that, with the approbation of the bishop who 
ordained him, he changed bis name to Mocdonald. 

About two years after, Mr. Macdonald was ap- 
pointed to be pastor of the episcopal congregation at 
Glasgow. The emoluments of his living were not 
great ; but, bemg a man of simple habits and cheer- 
ful disposition, they were for some time sufficient to 
enable him to live in a state of considerable ease. If 
the income was small, the duties were equally so ; and 
he had ample leisure left to bestow on other agree- 
able if not profitable pursuits. Of music and poetry 
be was passionately fond ; and to both he devoted 
a large share of attention. A musical club, of which 
he became one of the directors, was established in 
Glasgow ; and at its meetings he spent many of his 
happiest hours. He not only played well on the 
violin, but was intimately conversant with the theory 
of musical composition. As a poet he was not pub- 
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\ic\y known till 17iV2, when ho pu^acntcd the world 
with " Vclina," a puclical fragment, in imitation of 
S{)ens<.'r, which at once established his claims to be 
regarded as a favourite of the muses. 

Ere long, a marriage of aiTection brought Mr. Mac- 
donald the additional burden of a wife and family to 
provide for; but, instead of increasing means, he 
found the little he had, every day less and less. The 
Ei)iscopalians in Glasgow, never at any time, since 
the reformation, a numerous body, so dwindled away 
in the course of a few years, tliat his stipend, which 
arose entirely out of the seat-rents, became at last 
wrholly iuadequate to his support. He endeavoured 
to improve his income by the exercise of his pen ; and 
produced, while at Glasgow, a novel, called " The In- 
dependent :" but partly from a want of interest in the 
work, and partly from the disadvantages incidental to 
provincial publication, it yielded him little or no pro- 
fit. Conceiving, perhaps justly, that great success as 
an author was not to be expected while he remained 
at Glasgow, he resigned his charge there, and chose, 
at the same time, to relinquish his ecclesiastical func- 
tions altogether. He now resumed the dress of a lay- 
man, and, with no other hopes than those of a literary 
adventurer, removed to Edinburgh. 

In the Scottish capital, however, he met not with 
the encouragement he had fondly anticipated. He 
wrote ** Vimonda, a Tragedy,*' which was acted for 
the benefit of one of the players, and honoured with 
considerable applause ; but to be talked of as a young 
man of promising genius was all tlie benefit which it 
brought to the author. 

Mr. Macdonald now resolved to try his fortune in 
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x)nclon ; and walked hither ** with no other fortune," 
ajs Mr. D' Israeli,* "than the novel of the Inde- 
endent in one pocket, and the tragedy of Vimonda 
1 the other." On his arrival here he met many 
'iends, who received him with open arms, and for 
onie time ** he lived in all Uie bloom and flush of 
oetical confidence." 

*< Vimonda" was almost immediately brought out 
t the Play market Theatre, and performed several 
ights witli applause. It made him favourably known 
) the English public, and his future productions were 
>oked forward to with considerable interest. His taate 
3r music induced him to make the composition of an 
pera his next dramatic attempt. In a letter to a 
lend in Scotland, dated Oct. 18, 1787, he says, " I 
ball soon be acquainted with the great musicians 
ere. Shield has already undertaken to set an opera 
>r rae, of which you may perhaps hear before the 
rlnter campaign is finished." The winter campaign 
assed away, however, without any opera making its 
ppeaiance, and Macdonald was, in the meanwhile, 
abjected to the greatest pecuniary straits. But 
ummer returned, and brought with it new hopes. 

Thank heaven," he says, in another letter, dated 
fay 12, 1788, " my greatest difficulties are now 
ver, and the approaching opening of the summer 
leatre will soon render me independent and per- 
:cUy at ease. In three weeks, as you will see by the 
nblic prints, I shall be flourishing at the Haymarket 
1 splendour superior to last suason." *' Do visit," he 
dds, " Mrs. this season. If she aflbrd you a 



* Calamities of Authors. 
PART 6.] o 



Macdonald contrived to earn something for 
subsistence, by writing for the newspapers. To) 
cipal contributions, which were mostly of a 
cast, he affixed the signature of '' Mathew Bra 
and under this assumed name was so succes 
for a time to divide with Peter Pindar the a 
of the town. The receipts firom this source we 
ever sbanty and precarious ; and the writer, m 
daily furnishing amusement to thouaands, 
length, through the miscarriage of his tl 
schemes, frequently without the means of pi 
for the wants of the passing. hour. Even ti»e ' 
supper, of sallads and fruits," was no longer t 
tioBof poor Macdonald. He was forced to h 
comfortable retirement at Brompton, and to ta 
ter in a mean residence at Kentish Town, 
about this period that he came under the m 
Mr, D 'Israeli, and ftimished an affecting pag 
" Calamities of Authors." " One evening," I 
** I saw a tall, famished, melancholy man ( 
bookseller's shop, his hat flapped over hn ey 
his whole frame evidently feeble from exhaust 
utter misery. The bookseller inquired. How 
ceded in his new tragedy ? * Do not talk to m 
my tragedy ! Do not talk to me about my ti 
I have, indeed, more tragedy than I can 
home !' was the reply, and the voice fidterei 
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spoke. His tragedy was, indeed, a domestic one, 
in which he himself was tlie greatest actor, amongst 
a wife and seven children.*' 

Macdonald's spirits, though naturally most buoy- 
ant, sunk at last under the pressure of accumulated 
hardships ; and a deep melancholy, co-operating with 
the infirmities of a weak constitution, speedily brought 
him to an untimely grave. He died in August, 1790, 
aged thirty-three. 

The personal character of Macdonald was in the 
highest degree amiable and engaging. His demeanour 
had an air of independence, bordering on haughti- 
ness ; but, in his familiar conversation, it relaxed into 
the utmost affability and even playfulness. He pos- 
sessed a warm and generous heart ; and it was among 
his worst faults to think too well of others. 

A collection of his '* Miscellaneous works" was pub- 
Ibhed shortly after his death. Besides " Vimonda," 
it included ** The Fair Apostate, a tragedy ;** ** Love 
and Loyalty, an opera ;" '* The Princess of Tarento, 
a comedy j" " Probationary odes for the Laureate- 
ship," &c. The range of his genius was comprehen- 
sive ; embracing equally the simple and the grand, 
the ludicrous and the pathetic. His tragedies arc de- 
ficient in plot and incident ; but they contain many 
noble passages, and are uniformly remarkable for 
great elegance and force of diction. His comic hnmour 
is best displayed in *' The Probationary Odes," and in 
the various etfusions of Mathew Bramble ; and these, 
though liable to the deductions always attendant on 
subjects of temporary interest, may still be read with 
pleasure. Of all his performances, however, tliere 
is probably none which will give more delight to a 

G 2 
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poetical reader, than the fragment of *' Velina.*' 
displays a gaiety of fancy and delicacy of sentimci 
which place it on a level with some of Sp«nscr*8 ha; 
piesl clfusions. No person of taste can read su( 
stanzas as the foUowmg, without recognising in the 
the fire of genuine poetry. 

XVIII. 

** If e*er thy heart has felt Lovc*8 subtle flame. 
Thou inaycst imagine, for I cannot tell, 
How, oVr my soul, the mingled rapture camo. 
Of sweet sensation, which 1 could not quell ; 
How , througli my trembling veins, a powerful swc 
Of life rush'd forth, and bore me quite away. 
Down on my knees, before the nymph, I fell, 
Ask'd in what star of hcav n her mansion lay. 
That, in fit terms, I might my adoration pay. 

XIX. 

Rise, simple youth, tlie blushing virgin said. 
No goddess I , of planet or of star, 
A weak, poor, friendless, persecuted maid. 
Whose hateful prison lies not distant far: 
Where chiefs, whose sole delight is barb'rous war, 
Bray*d from the clashing shield and rattling car ; 
But sounds before I never heard so clear, 
So soft, as those which drew me ^vand'ring, liee< 
less, here." 

A.C. 
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JAMES MERCER, ESQ. 



James Mercer, the friend and companion of Deattle, 
was bom on the 37th February, 1734. He was the 
eldest of two sons of Thomas Mercer, Esq., a gentle- 
man of private fortune in Aberdeenshire. He received, 
at the Grammar School, and Marischal College of Aber- 
deen, an education of the most liberal description ; 
but evinced no inclination for any of those professions 
to which letters arc most essential. On the brealiing 
out of the Rebellion of 1745, his father toolc arms in 
behalf of the Pretender, and with other adherents of 
tliat unfortunate Prince, was afterwards forced to fly 
for refuge to France. James joined his father at Paris, 
and resided with him there for several years, following 
no particular pursuit, but improving his mind 'by 
literary studies, and by intercourse with the best 
society whicli the French metropolis afforded. 

At the commencement of the Seven Years* War, 
Mr. Mercer crossed over to Britain witli the hope of 
being able to avail himself of this opportunity of em- 
bracing the profession of arms, for which he had 
always evinced a strong predilection. Whatever share 
he might have inherited of his father's prejudices 
against the House of Hanover, it was not such as to 
tempt him to enlist under any other banner than that 
of his country. On liis arrival in England, he found 
lireparations making for the expedition against Cher- 
bourg, an<l ho iiiimcdintcly joined it as a volunteer. 

(1 ;i 
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ten, but commemorated by liis son, Lord Glehberrie, 
as ** remarkable for a strong understanding, a genuine 
flow of humour, a great memory, and a familiar ac- 
quaiutance with Roman and almost all modem litera- 
ture." 

The peace of 1763 arrived * without Mr. M. being 
again called into active service. The ** Queen's,*' 
with other new corps, was reduced, and Mr. M. 
returned once more to Aberdeen. 

His friend, Mr. Douglas, was by this time no more ; 
and the loss of one whom he so highly esteemed made 
him renew, with the greater fondness, his intimacy 
with the surviving branches of that gentleman's family. 
Ho now openly avowed an attachment for Miss 
Douglas, which had been gaining ground ever since 
tlieir first acquaintance, and which proved to be reci- 
procal. In the summer of 176.3, they were married by 
Dr. Ilcid, who had not yet removed to Glasgow. 

Mr. Mercer now purchased a Company in the 49th 
regiment, and removed with it to Ireland, where he 
passed the chief part of nine or ten years. The Ma- 
jority of the regiment becoming vacant, he succeeded 
to it by purchase ; and having held that commission 
for same time, he concluded, in 1772, a treaty with 
Sir Henry Colder, the Lieut. Colonel, for becoming 
his successor, and the treaty was confirmed in the 
usual manner by Lord Townshend, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. In consequence, however, of 
8om(^ more ])owcrful infiucncc at Court, the recom- 
mendation of the Ijonl Lieutenant was disregarded, 
iiotwitlistanding rej)eated and angry remonstrances 
from his ionlship, nnd the commission, belonging by 
<'very principle of ecpiity to Mr. Mercer, was given to 
ani)ther. 
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Major Mercer, justly iiicenscd at this tieatment, 
took the sudden resolution of selling oat of the aimy ; 
and on quitting it retired witli his hmWy, CNmsistiing 
of Mrs. M. and two daughters, to a soiaU eotlage in 
the vicinity of Aberdeen. 

In the spring of 1774, the att of the lonth of Fnaoe 
having been recommended to Mrs. Mercer, who had 
been almost constantly an invalid sinee the 6aA jcar 
of their marriage, they repaired to that comitij and 
took up their residence in the province of Saintonge^ 
at or near tlie town of Pons. After lemaiiring hen 
nearly two years, during which Mrs. M.'s health was 
somewhat improved, they returned to Scotland* 

In 1776-77, the Duke of Gordon raised, oa hb 
estates, a regiment of Fencibles fat govanmeat, and 
on the invitation of his Grace, Mr. Mercer aooepted 
of a Majority in the corps, which he retained dnriDg 
the American war. On the return of peace, the Ma- 
jor again scttU,-d with his family in the nel^bonrtiood 
of Alicrdecn ; first in a very retired cottage, which he 
rented, and afterwards at a pleasant villa, which by 
an accession of fortune, on the death of Ids brother, 
lie was enabled to build and surround with shnib- 
bcries and plantations in a very tasteful mamiea; to 
tills villa, from its warm soutliem aspect, he gave the 
name of Sunny Bank. 

Tiie closing days of Major Mercer's life were far, 
however, from being days of sunshine or repose. His 
own health was now much impaired, and Mijra. Meicer 
was a perpetual invalid. He was, from these circimi- 
fttances, compelled to lead nearly the life of a re- 
cluse ; and ere long, the irreparable losses to which 
those Hho approach tlic verge of old age are by the 
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laws of oar existence necessarily exposed, took away 
from seclusion all cause of regret One revere<f friend 
after another sunk into the tomb ; and at last he was 
doomed to suffer the worst blow which death could 
inflict, in the sudden and unexpected dissolution of 
Mrs. Mfercer, who expired on the 3rd of January, 
1802. The shock of her death so deeply affected 
her husband, that not only his health became woirse, 
bat his mind sunk into a fixed melancholy, which no 
efforts of his own, no affectionate attention of those 
who still remained witli him, could remove. His mind, 
constantly preyed upon by thoughts of former and 
irrecoverable happiness, became at length totally 
alienated and gone ; and on the 18th of November, 
in the year after Mrs. Mercer's death, he followed her 
to the grave. 

The character of Major Mercer has been thus 
briefly but strikingly pourtrayed by Dr. Beattie, in a 
letter to the Duchess of Gordon, dated 10th January, 
1779 : •* Major Mercer, with more learning than any 
other man of my acquaintance, has all the playfulness 
of a school-boy, and unites the wit and wisdom of 
Montesquieu with the sensibility of Rousseau and the 
generosity of Tom Jones." His acquaintance with 
books, especially of poetry and belles lettres, was not 
only very extensive, but he himself possessed a rich 
and genuine poetical vein. He was unwilling, how- 
ever, that even his most intimate friends should know 
that be was guilty of the sin of rhyming ; even Dr. 
Beattie had for a long time no suspicion of the fact. 
His brother-in-law. Lord Gleubervie, was almost the 
only male friend whom he entrusted with the secret, 
and it was with the greatest difficulty that amiable and 
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accomplished scholar could previdl on him t 
a small collection of his pieces to be pubii^ed 
mooBly, in 1797. A second edition, includii 
new pieces, appeared early in 1804, with tb 
** liyiic Poems, by James Meroer, Esq. ;** — '*} 
says Lord Glenbervie, "almost against h 
After his death, a third edition was caUec 
which his Lordship {Hrefixed " An Accomit 
Life of the Author," from which most of the 
lais of the present Sketdi have been derived. 
The whole of Mercer's poetical pieces appes 
been effusions of the moment, prompted bj 
stances of real occurrence, which operated 
on the sensibility of the writer ; and thon^ t 
therefore want that completeness of design v 
longs to well meditated compositions, Ihe] 
a degree of spirit and vivaci^ which but t 
eludes the grasp of study. Wm style is of a 
correctness and parity ; and if his sentima 
sometimes the fault of triteness, tiiey show, 
a mind laudably bent on just and benevok 
of human life. 
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LIFE OF JAMES THE FIRST.— Pabt I. p. 3. 

** In 1407 he vaas removed to NaUingh4in Cattle, In 
1415, he wa brought back to the Tower, S^c" Since 
this was written, we have been favoured with the fol- 
lowing CiHBmunicatian. "Among the title deeds of the 
estate of Dnunlanrig, there is a charter of confiimep 
tion by James the First, written with his own hand, 
from Uie subscribing clause of which it appears that 
in 1412, he had been residing at Croydon. The lo^ 
lowing is a literal copy : ** James throogh the Grace 
of GodtKyngeof Scottis,till all that this iettre herisor 
seis, Sendis gretynge : Wit ye, that we have giaimtit, 
and be this presentis lettres graimtis, a special confir- 
mation in the maist forrae, till oar trusty and wele be- 
lovit cousyng Sir William Douglas, of Dnimknrig, 
of all the lands that he is possessit and chartrit of 
within the kyngdome of Scotlande, that u for to say, 
the lands of Drumlanrig, of Hawyke, and of Selkirke, 
the whilks charts, and possessions, be this l^tre we 
confenne, and wil for the mare sekerness this our con- 
finoetioune be formabilli efter fourme of our chaoas- 
selur and the tenor of his chartris selit with our gret9 
sele, in tynie to come : in witness of the whilks, this 
presentis lettres, we write with our pro pre hand under 
the signet usit in selling of our letrcs as now, at Croi- 
doune the last day of November, the zere of our Lord 
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 called " The Saint's Recreation: or 

I . hymns and songs, suited to grave, sweet, m 

tunes," &c. By William Geddes, Minister ( 
Edinburgh, 1683. The author, in his prefac 
" I cannot omit here to obviate an objectic 
may be raised by some inconsiderate person 
is this ; * O, say they, we remember some 
ayres or tunes were sung heretofore with 
sonnets.' To this I answer, first, that in ti 
tice I have the precedent of some of the mo 
grave, and zealous divines of the kingdom, 
very good purpose have composed, godly 
the tunes of such old songs as these, Th 
broom, I'll never leave thee. We'll all go pull 
der, and such like, and yet without any chal 
disparagement Secondly, it is alledged b 
and that not without some colour of reas 
many of our ayres or tunes are made by goo 
but the letter or lines of our songs by dev 
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But see the whole theory verj ably controverted 
by Mr. Tytler in his Essay ou Ancient Scottish 
Music, in the Transactions of the Scottish Society of 
Antiquaries, vol. I. The writer of the Life of Ram- 
say has, indeed, only contended that it might be 
partially correct. " It was not intended/' it was »aid» 
** to account by this theory for the origin of our native 
airs universally/' &c. 



LIFE OF HOME.— Part I. p. 123. 

We have been obliged by the following notice 
from Mr. Andrew Brown, bookseller, Edinburgh :-^ 
" I have seen a copy of Mr. Home's works in 2 vols* 
ISmo. with a Biographical Sketch at the beginning, 
in which is related a long conversation he b said to 
have had with Garrick. At the bottom was a note m 
Mr. Home's own hand writing, for it was his own 
copy, saying — ** Every word of the above conversa- 
tion is false." 



LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS.— Part L p. 182. 

The observations made on the conduct of Mr. Thom- 
son towards Burns, in regard to his contributions to 
that gentleman's collection of National Melodies, have 
given occasion to the following letter. The writer of 
ibose observations is imwilling to impair the effect of 
the sensible and temperate defence, which this letter 

PART 6.] H 
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contains of the part Mr. Thomson acted in the tran 
saction ; yet, in justification of the impressions ande 
which he wasted to censure it as illiberal, he mnstsa; 
a few words. 

'* Edinensis*' does the writer of Bams's life no mon 
than -justice, in supposing that that oensnre had it 
soaroe in a " generous sympathy for tbe nusfortonc 
of the illustrious bard alone." Mr. Thonison is en 
tirely unlinown to him, except as the editor of tfa 
Melodies and the correspondent of Bums ; andthei) 
could exist no feeling beyond the honest opiiuon ei 
cited by an attentive review of his conduct in the* 
Cdpacities* What that opinion was, he has freely ez 
pressed ; and he will say thb much, that had he n 
other facts than such as were then before hini, U i 
the opinion by which on reflection he would abide 
He was not however then aware, and he is convince! 
that the public in general are as little aware, tba 
Mr. Thomson's *admurable and esteemed collection^ 
that " the whole concern, though it includes the la 
hours of Haydn, has scarcely afforded a compensatioi 
for the various expenses, and for the time employei 
on the work." Had he known this fact — ^had he a 
all suspected that Bums, so far from '* contributing b; 
the noblest efforts of genius, to establish a vahiabl 
property for another," had been contributing to a wchI 
whkh has proved of scarcely any pecuniary value 
and which has at all events afford^ no profits, out g 
which Bums could have an equitable claim to remo 
neration, he would never have so far dishonoured th 
memory of the bard, as to lament that he did not ofc 
tain from Mr. Thomson's charity what he had n 
claim to from his justice. Perhaps a scrupulous ba 
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lancer of accounts might desire to know all that is com> 
prehended in the phrase, that the work has *' scarce- 
ly afforded a compensation for the various expenses, 
and for the time employed on the workV* Who$e time is 
included ? How has that time been valued ? and whe- 
ther is it right and usual, that the mere time employ- 
ed on a work should be compensated before the ge- 
nius to which it owes all its excellence, and all its 
chance of rewarding those concerned in it ?— But what- 
ever exception to the alleged unproductiveness of the 
MTork may lurk under these queries, the writer of Bums' 
life would never for himself have deemed it worth 
while to make it the foundation of a single reflection 
on the subject. He blamed Mr. Thomson for illiber- 
ally, solely because he conceived that he had been a 
great gainer by the contributions of Bums. 

A good deal is said of the embarrassing situation, in 
which Mr. Thompson was placed by the absurd re- 
pugnance which Bums entertained to any thing in 
the shape of pecuniary recompense, for the effusions 
of his genius ; but on this point there is an observation 
which must occur to every one : — Had profit really 
been derived from Bums' contributions, the ways 
were innumerable, in which justice might have been 
done to the poet in spite of himself. Nor can it be de- 
nied, that the manner in which Mr. Thomson got at last 
over the embarrassment, and all about the ruminating 
over the Jive pounds, was such as (without the explana- 
tion which has been given) fully to justify the upinion^ 
which many more Ihan the present writer have been led 
to entertain on the subject. 
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neciions upon a genueman oi uiis ciry, wni 
conscious you would not have hazarded, had ; 
acquainted with all the true circumstances of 
I am dii^posed to believe that a generous sym 
the misfortunes of the illustrious bard, alone 
those harsh reflexions, — and I feel confident 
would be happy to have it in your power to i 
justice to the character of a gentleman, wboi 
rous amiable qualities, generosity of heart, ai 
lity of sentiment, have gained the enthusiasti 
ment of all who ever had the happiness of 
him. I have had the honoar of this gentlen 
qofuntance for nearly thirty years — and I ha 
known a more ardent admirer of the genias o 
nor. any one more anxious to promote the int 
his family, when deprived of their illustrious p 
In a word, 1 have never known a man or a m* 
generous and benevolent heart 

About twelve years ago, a similar charge v 
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in one of your future numbers, and thus atone for the 
injury am you have, I sure unintentionally, done, to 
the chaiacter of a man who is not only an ornament 
to the city in which he lives, but who merits the grati- 
tude of his countrymeji for having, by the most inde- 
fatigable industry and perseverance, directed by the 
finest taste, completed the noblest monument to the 
National music and Lyric poetry of the British Isles, 
that has ever been reared by a private individual.* 
I am, respectfully. 

Your very obedient servant, 

EDINENSIS." 



Extract from the Life of Bums, refen'cd to in the 

preceding Letter, 
" In 1792, Mr. Thomson solicited Bums to supply 
him with twenty or thirty songs, for the great musical 
work in which he was then engaged, with an under- 
standing distinctly specified, that the bard should re- 
ceive a regular pecuniary remuneration for his contri- 
butions. With the first part of the proposal Bums 
instantly complied, but preremptorily rejected the 
last. His motive for this rejection, and for hb subse- 
quent refusal of an ofifer from the editor of the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, to allow him ^50 per annum for a 
periodical copy of verses, must have been some per- 
plexed and ill regulated sentiments of pride. It was 

* I allude to Mr. Thomson's superb collection of 
Scottish, Irish, and Welsh National Melodies, pub- 
lished in ten volumes, wiih introductory and conclud- 
ing Symphonies by the greatest masters in Europe. 

11 3 
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equally creditable to receive a corapensatioD 
mental, as for his manual, labour; nor was tb* 
of his pen less entitled to reward, than the w> 
his plough, on which he was fond of resting lui 
to independejice. But whatever were his moti^ 
entered on his gratuitous task with an eagerne 
delight, which shewed, that though he might p 
not have prescribed it for himself, yet, when 
to it by the gentle compulsion of a friend's en* 
he found it still possessed of its original attra 
'J'hrough the whole of his remaining years, he 
nued supplying Mr. Thomson with songs, of 
many are singularly excellent ; and even the 
careless, like the shortest letters of Dr. Johnsoi 
tain some turn of thought or expression, wl 
characteristic of their author, and which sex 
stamp them as productions of Bums. 

** This employment led liim into a close corr 
donee with Mr. Tliomson ; and that gentlemaOj 
months after its commencement, ventured, n< 
standing the original prohibition, to acknowlec 
services by a pecuniary present, which the po< 
some difficulty restrained himself from retumir 
intimated very explicitly, that a repetition of thi 
sure should be a rupture of their connexion. 
Thomson had tlierefore no alternative, but t 
losing entirely the valuable aid of Bums, or off 
a force on his just and anxious desire to rewa 
and all that he could do after what had passed, 
send occasionally some presents, of a nature at 
he thought the punctilious jealousy of the poet 
be least disposed to take offence. A few days 
Bums expired, he applied to Mr. Thomson for 
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oij£5; in a note which shewed the irritable and dis- 
tracted situation of bis mind ; and his friend, with 
commendable judgement, instantly remitted the pre- 
cise sum, foreseeing that had he, at that moment, pre- 
sumed to exceed the request, he would have exaspe- 
rated the irritation and resentment of the haughty in* 
valid, and done him more injury, by agitating his 
passions, than could be repaired by administering 
more largely to his wants. 

" These particulars are stated chiefly to create occa- 
sion for noting a harsh and calumnious attack which has 
lately been made against Mr. Thomson, for his. selfish 
and illiberal treatment of Bums. This attack is in- 
trodoced into a Novel, with the title, Nubilia, and is in- 
deed almost the only novelty which it contains. 
When the author charges Mr. Thomson with *' having 
enriched himself by the labours of Bums," without a 
disposition to reward it, he betrays a gross inattention 
to their correspondence, every litae of which he ought 
to have considered before venturing on his invective ; 
and discovers an incapacity to penetrate the sinuosi- 
ties of the poet's character, which ought to have de- 
terred him from tlie attempt. Bums had all the un- 
manageable pride of Samuel Johnson ; and if the lat- 
ter threw away, with indignation, the new shoes which 
had been placed at his chamber door, secretly and 
collectively by his companions, the former would have 
been still more ready to resent any pecuniary dona- 
tion, with which a single individual, after his peremp- 
tory prohibition, should avowedly have dared to insult 
him. He would instantly have construed such con- 
duct into a virtual assertion, that his prohibition was 
insincere, and his independence aiFected j and the more 
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artfully Die transaction had been disguised, the uiorc 
rage it would have excited, as implying tlic same as- 
sertion, with the additional charge, tliat if secretly 
made, it would not be denied. But on this subject the 
public may have an opportunity of bearing Mr. 
Thomson himself, who, in a letter to the author of the 
present memoir, expresses himself thus t 

" ' In a late anonymous Novel, I have been at- 
tacked witli much bitterness, and accused of not 
endeavouring to remunerate Bums for the songs 
wliich he wrote for my collection, although there is 
the clearest evidence of tlie contrary, both in the 
printed correspondence between the poet and me, and 
in the public testimony of Dr. Currie. My assailant, 
too, witliout knowing any thing of the matter, states, 
that I had enriched myself by the labours of Burns ;— 
and of course that my want of generosity was inexp 
cusablc. 

" ' Now, the fact is, that notwithstanding the unit* 
cd labours of all the men of genius who have enriched 
my collection, I am not even yet compensated for the 
precious time consumed by me in poring over musty 
volumes, and in corresponding with every amatear and 
poet, by whose means I expected to make any valua- 
ble additions to our national music and song, — ^fortbe 
exertion and money it cost me to obtain accompaid- 
ments from the greatest masters of harmony in Vienna, 
— and for the sums paid to engravers, printers, and 
others. On this subject, the testimony of Mr. Preston 
in London, a man of unquestionable and well known 
character, who lias printed the music for every copy 
of my work, may be more satisfactory than any thing 
1 can say : In August, 1809, he wrote me as follows : 
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' I am concerned it the very unwarrantable attack 
which has been made upon you by the author of Nn- 
bilia ; nothing could be more unjust, than to say you 
had enriched yourself by Bums*s labours ; for the 
whole concern, though it includes the labours of Haydn, 
has scarcely afforded a compensation for the ▼!• 
rinus expenses, and for the time employed on the work. 
When a work obtains any celebrity, publishers are 
generally supposed to derive a profit ten times beyond 
the reality ; the sale is greatly magnified, and the ex- 
penses are not in the least taken into consideration. 
It is truly vexatious to be so grossly and scandalous- 
ly abused for conduct, the very reverse of which has 
been manifest through the whole transaction.' 

*' * Were I the sordid man, that the anonymous au- 
thor calls mc, I had a most inviting opportunity to 
profit much more than I did, by the lyrics of our great 
bard. He had written above fifty songs expressly for 
my work ; they were in my possession unpublished at 
his death ; I had the right and the power of retaining 
them till I should be ready to publish them : but when 
I was informed tliat an edition of the Poet's works was 
projected for the benefit of his family, I put them in 
immediate possession of the whole of his songs, as 
well as letters, and tlius enabled Dr. Currie tocomplete 
the four volumes which were sold for the family's be- 
hoof to Messrs. Cadell and Davis. And 1 have the 
satisfaction of knowing, that the most sealous friends 
of the family, Mr. Cunninghame, Mr. Syme, Dr. Cur- 
rie, and tlie poet's own brother, considered my sacu- 
fice of the ))rior right of publishing tlie songs, as no 
ungiateful return for the disinterested and liberal con- 
duct of the poet. Accordingly, Mr. Gilbert Barns, 
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ill a letter to roe, which alone might suffice for an an- 
swer to all the Novelbt's abuse, thus ezpressef himself : 
* If ever I come to Edinburgh, I will certainly call on 
a person, whose handsome conduct to my Inotber's 
family has secured my esteem, and confirmed me in 
the opinion, that musical taste and talents have a dose 
connexion with the harmony of the moral feelings*' 

** ' Nothing b farther from my thoaghti, than to 
claim any merit for what I did ; I never wooJd hne 
uttered a word on the subject, but for the harsh and 
groundless accusation, which has been bron^t for- 
ward, either by ignorance or animosity, and which I 
have long suffered to remain unnoticed, from my great 
dislike to any public appearance.' 

"This statement supersedes the necessity of any 
additional remark. When the pubKc is satufied, — 
when Uie relations of Bums are grateful — and above 
all, when the delicate mmd of Mr. Thomson is at 
peace with itself, In contemplating his conduct, there 
can be no necessity for a nameless novelist to contra- 
dict them all, and to work himself into a fever of 
lignant benevolence to relieve the general tameni 
of his performance.'' 

The following is the letter by Bums, " the recol- 
lection" of which checked Mr. Thomson's resolution 
of making him a pecuniary offer, when he beard of 
the sufferings under which he laboured. 

Bums to Mr, Thomson, 

My, 1793. 
" I ASSURE you, my dear Sir, that 
you truly hurt mc with your pecuniary parcel* It 
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degrades me in my own eyes. However, to return 
it, would savour of affectation ; but, as to any more 
traffic of that debtor and creditor kind, I swear by 
that HONOUR which crowns the upright statue of Ro- 
bert BuRNs's INTEGRITY, OR the least mcution of it, 
I will indignantly spurn the by -past transaction, and 
from that moment commence entire st-ranger to you ! 
Buras's character for generosity of sentiment and in- 
dependence of mind, will, I trust, long outlive any 
of his wants, which the cold unfeeling ore can sup- 
ply ; at least, I will take care that such a character 
he shall deserve." 



LIFE OF DRUMMOND Part II. p. 129. 

When the writer of this life ventured on the inter- 
nal evidence afforded by the " Spectacle and Enter- 
tainment" exhibited at Edinburgh, on the visit of 
Charles the First, to ascribe it to the pen of Drura- 
mond, he was, as he has stated, wholly unaware that 
any claim to this piece, on Drummond's part, had 
hitherto been offered. His attention, however, has 
been since directed to an extract, from a manuscript 
said to be preserved in the Library of the University 
of Edinburgh, inserted in the Edinburgh Magazine 
for 1774, which states expressly, that ** all the 
speeches, with the pageants, were devised and com- 
posed by Mr. John Adarason, Priraar of the College, 
Mr. William Drummond of Hawthomderif and the 
Master of tl)e High School, joined to a committee of 
the gravest and most understanding citizens and 



Hij I Xhkf: the opjiorttiiiity (\ bringing lorward 

' * )iis«v( rsiglit of uliir.-h li perhaps h-ss to b< 

lie oniitt' cl to btat' , tliHt Druiuinond is sak 
lK:en not inortr skilled in literature and poc 
K ij in the more prtifouiid studies of mathenu 

I mechanics. Air. A. Campbell raeniions a | 

several mechanical invcntionsi which was g 
him, under the great seal, by Charles L 
not specify where it is to be met with. 
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UFE OF ROBERT FERGUSS02 
r^ Part IV. p. 83. 

j Extract from the Records of the manage 

Kirk and Kirk Yard funds of Canongate, r« 
i ^ ■' ) the erection, by Robert Bums, of a Head 

memory of Robert Fergusson. 

"Session House within the Kirk of Ci 
i the 2Snd of February. 1787. 
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To the hanorabU BaiUiescfCanmigate, Edinlturgh, 

** Oentlemen, 

** I AM sorry to be told, tliat the re- 
mains of Robert Fergusson, the so justly celebrated 
poet, a man whose talents for ages to come will do 
honor to our Caledonian name, lie in your church- 
yard among the ignoble dead, unnoticed and un- 
known. 

'* Some memorial to direct the steps of the lovers 
of Scottish song, when they shed a tear over the 
** narrow house" of the bard who is no more, is 
surely a tribute due to Fergusson's memory ; a tri- 
bute I wish to have the honor of paying. 

" T petition you then, gentlemen, to permit me to 
lay a simple stone over his revered ashes, to remain 
an unalienable property to his deathless fame. I have 
the honor to be, 

GenUcmen, 

Your very humble servant, 

Robert Burns." 

** Thereafter Uie said managers, in consideration of 
the laudable and disinterested motion of Mr. Bums, 
and the propriety of his request, did and hereby do 
unanimously grant power and liberty to the said Ro- 
bert Burns, to erect a headstone at the grave of the 
said Robert Fergusson, and to Icccp up and preserve 
the same to his memory in all time coming. 

" Extracted forth of Uie records of the managers, by 

William Sprolt, Clerk:* 

PART 6.] 1 
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Extract from the Etogia Sefndchralia EditdmrgeHa. 

'* From inattention in the mason employed to erect 
this monoment, the foundation soon gare wmj, an<j 
it was in danger of falling. When this was ob< 
serred. Boms, as well as Fergnason, was then also 
numbered with the dead. Some membera of the 
EscoUpian clab, animated by that pioos seal for de- 
parted merit, which had before led them to prevoit 
some other sepolchral monuments from going to ruin, 
applied for liberty to repair this tribute ftom om 
poet to the memory of another; and permission befaig 
granted, they took that opportunity of affiung to it 
an additional inscription, commemorating the genius 
of Bums. The poetical part of it b taken, almost 
Terbatim, from the Elegy written by Bums himielf on 
Captain Matthew Henderson. 

** Dignum laude verwn mtcsavsCot mmru 
** Lo ! Genius, proudly, while to Fame she tnint. 
Twines Currie's laurels with the wreath of Bubms* * 



** To THE Memory op 
Robert Burns, the Ayrshire Baed ; 
who was born at doonsidb 

ON THE 25th OF JANUARY, 1759; 

AND DIED AT DUMFRIES 

ON THE 22nd OF JuLY, 1796. 

*' O Robert Burns ! the man ! the brotber ! 
And art thou gone, — and gone for erer ! 
And hast thou cross'd that unknown rirer. 

Life's dreary bound ! 
Like thee where shall we find another 
The world around ! 
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** Go to jour sculptured tombsi ye great. 
In a* the tinsel trash o* state ! 
But by the honest turf I'll wait. 

Thou man of worth ! 
And weep the sweetest poet's fate 

E'er liv'd on earth." 



Of the affection which Fergusson's friends enter- 
tained for him, Mr. A. Campbell gives the following 
pleasing proof: 

" I have often witnessed the tribute of a tear when 
his name has been mentioned by those who knew 
him. I remember in tlie year 1780, six years after 
his decease, Tenducci, with whom I was then a pupil, 
talking of poor Fergusson, burst into a flood of tears, 
and repeated iiis name with the tenderest emotion ; 
indeed, he never mentioned him but with the liveliest 
regret. 



>> 



UFE OF ALEXANDER SCOT.— Part V. p. 14. 

Mr. Boswell, in the original edition of his Life of 
Johnson, says, that Mr. William Guthrie told him, 
*' that he (Guthrie) was the author of the beautiful 
little piece, The Eagle and the Robin RedUtreast, in the 
collection, entitled the (/nton, tliough it is there said 
to be written by Ar, Scott, before the year 1600." 
But in the third edition this assertion is suppreued, 
and it may therefore be regarded as founded in 
error. 

1 2 
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LIFE OF JOHN WILSON.— Part V. p. 161 

The minister and magistrates of Greenock, with 
their piety, appear to have acted in opposition to 
canons of tlie church itself, in mteidicting tl 
schoolmaster from cultivating poetry. From I> 
das's Abridgment of the Acts of the General Assc 
blies, p. 45, we learn, that in 1645 it was enact 
that " for remedy of the great decay of jvosfy^ 
schoolmaster be admitted to teach a grammar-8ch 
in burghs, or in other considerable parishes, but si 
as after examination shall be found skllfal in 
Latin tongue, not only for prose but also for Yerae. 



Ibuwrteiimtt 

TO THE LIYMS Of TBS VOBTi. 



Apamson, Db. Patrick, Aichbiihop of St. Andiewi, 
*ww among the most emipcnt of die Latin poett 
who flonrished daring the ragn of Jam^ the SzA. 
HU woiks were edited by Crat, and n^uiy of flwm 
are to be found in the D$iide Poitarum Setitnm 
and in the Poetarum Seatontm MtMB Sacrm* King 
James wrote a sonnet in praise of his parapbiase 
of the Book of Job ; bat afterwards snflierad Ae 
object of liis praise to langaish oat his latter days 
in extreme poverty. 

A 
I 

Adamson, Henry, " student of divine and homan 
learning/' wrote, " The Moses Threnodie, or mirth- 
ful mournings on the death of Mr. OalL Printed 
at Edinburgh, in King James's College, by CSeoige 
Anderson, 1638." Hb father, James Adamson, 
was Dean of Guild of Perth, at the time of the 
Gowry conspiracy, in 1600, and promoted to be 
provost in 1610 and 1611. Henry, the poet» died 
about a year after the poblication of the ^Threao- 
die." He was known to, and esteemed by, Dmm- 
mond of Hawthornden, through whose importunity, 
as appears from the following address to the reader, 
he was induced to make his pabiic appearance as 
an author. 

I 3 
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" Courteous reader, 

'* It U not amuse thou be a little informed 
concerning the persons of the defnnct (Mr. Gall), 
and the mourner (Mr. Ruthven.) The poet wrote 
this for his own exercise, and the recreation of his 
friends ; and thb piece, though accomplished to 
the great contentment of many that read and heard 
it, yet could not the author be induced to let it 
thole the press, till the importunity of many learned 
men urged him to it ; and the last brash (effort) 
was made by a letter of the prime poet of oar Ung- 
dom, whereof thb is the just copy. 

" < To my worthy friend, Mr. Henry Adamson. 
" ' Sir, 

" * These papers of your mournings on Mr. 
Gall appear unto me as Alcvbiadet Sileid, which ri- 
diculously look with the faces of sphinxes, chime 
ras, centaurs, on their outsides, but inwardlie cod 
taine rare artifice and rich jewels of all sorts for ik 
delight and weal of man. They may deserved 
bear the word non intut ut extra. Your two chai 
pions, noble zanys, discover to us many of the r 
tiqnities of this country, more of your ancient to 
of Perth, setting downe her situation, founders, 
huge colosse or bridge, walls, fosses, aquedt 
fortifications, temples, and otlier singularities* T 
py hath Perth been in such a citizen ; not so • 
towns of this kingdom, by want of so dilip 
sear.livr and preserver of their fame from ob! 
Some nniscs neither to themselves nor to uth 
good, nor delighting nor instructing. Yours 
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both, and longer to conceal them, will be to wrong 
your Perth of her due honours, who deserveth no 
less of you than that she should be thus blazoned 
and registrate to posterity, and to defraud yourself 
of a monument, which, after you have left this tran- 
sitory world, shall keep your name and memory to 
after times. This shall be preserved by the towne 
of Perth, for her own sake first, and after for yours ; 
for to her it hath been no little glory, that she hath 
brought forth such a citizen, so eminent in love to 
her, so dear to the muses. 

W. D.' " 

" ' Edinburgh, l%th July, 1637.* " ^ 

Mr. Cant, in his Topographical History of Perth, 
has republished the " Threnodie" of Adamson, and 
illustrated it with many valuable notes; but Mr. 
G.'s work is itself extremely rare. 

Affleck, James, one of the poets mentioned in Dun- 
bar's Lament for the Deth rf th$ Makkarit, and 
whose name only survives. 

Alves, Robert, was bom at Elgin in 1745. He 
was educated at Aberdeen, and, in 1766, took 
the degree of M.A. He was designed for the 
church, but, from want of patronage or of talents 
sufficiently popular, sunk into the situation of a 
parochial teacher, first at Deskford, and afterwards 
at Banff. In 1779, he removed to Edinburgh, 
where he subsisted for several years by teaching 
the Greek, Latin, French, and Italian languages. 
In 1782, lie sent to the London Press a volume of 
Miscellaneous Poems, which met with such success 
as encouraged iiim to produce a second in 1789, 
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entitled, " Edinburgh, a poem, in two parts ; also, 
the Weeping Bard, in sixteen cantos." In these 
works much genius is not to be discovered ; but 
they bear the impression of a caltivated mind, and 
much poetical susceptibility. The author complains 
of a " wayward fate ;" and it is not to be estimated 
how far that may have cramped his efforts to excel* 
In 1784, he began a work, entitled, '* Sketches of a 
History of Literature," and it was in the press when 
he died, on the Ist of January, 1794. It was af- 
terwards published by his friend, the late Dr. Alex- 
ander Chapman. The plan of this work is excel- 
lent, but it is extremely inaccurate in its details. 
Anderson, llcnry, the second name in the list of 
contributors to the Delicus Poetarum Scotorum, was 
a merchant in Perth. He appears to have been not 
the only learned citizen of whom that city conM 
boast, at the beginning of the sixteenth century ; 
for, we are told, that when King James visited 
Fertli, in the year 1617, several copies of Latin 
verses were produced by merchants, or rather trades- 
men. Cant*s Edition cf Adanuon't Poemi, voL iL 
p. 98. 

Anstrutuer, Sir William, of Anstruther, one of 
tlie senators of the College of Justice, published, 
in 1701, *' Essays, Moral and Divine, interspersed 
with poetry." His family thought the work did no 
honour to the name, and, after his lordship's death, 
did every thing in their power to call in tlie copies 
of it which tiad got abroad, employing persons for 
the express purpose, and giving a handsome price 
for every copy tliat could be picked up. How 
much would it lighten the shelves of our libraries 
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were fidends and relatives oftener troobled with the 
like good sense and impartiality. The contents of 
the work are : — I. against Atheism. II. of Provi- 
dence. III. of Learning and Religion. IV. of 
Trifling Studies, Stage-PIajs, and Romances. V. 
upon the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and Redemp- 
tion of Mankind. Had there been many such pas- 
sages as tlie following, on the power of beauty, the 
friends of the author would have had no cause to 
tremble for his reputation. 

" I do acknowledge beauty hath its own empire, 
and carries always along with it an air of sovereign- 
ty ; it commands with authority, and men gene- 
rally obey it with pleasure. It often surprizes our 
reason and prepossesses our judgements, without 
our being sensible of it. I have known the most 
austere and rigid temper yield to the solicitations 
of a fair lady, who hath stood inflexible to the im- 
portunities of all his friends : there is an harmony 
in the symmetry of beauty, more charming and 
persuasive than in all the soft cadences of the most 
pathetic eloquence. It was asked by a philosopher, 
why people always desired to be in company of 
the beautiful P He told him, ' none should ask that 
question but he that is blind :' which expresseth more 
titan any reason could be given. I shall acknow- 
ledge beauty has allurements so agreeable to the 
generality of mankind, that no temporal thing sur- 
passes its charms, but the pleasure and glory in re- 
sisting It. 

Who would believe, after so handsome a tribute, 
that a great pait of this worthy senator's book is a 
libel on the sex P It is thus he goes on : 



94 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

j\lan all at once by woman first was d d. 

And one by one we're still by them trepaim'd 
Contagion to the root. Eve first did bring. 
Her daughters blast us branehet, as we 9pnng, 

Arbuthnot, Alexander, principal of Kiiig*tCo 
Aberdeen, and an active promoter of the re 
ation, was, according to Bishop Spottiswood 
good poet." In Mr. Pinkerton's coUection, 
are three poems by an " Alexander Arbatfa 
which Dr. Irving b inclined to ascribe to the 
cipal. Their titles are, " Tlie praises of Woi 
" On Luve," and " The Miseries of a Poie i 
lar." The first two do credit to his gailantr] 
the last is bv far the best, and as Mr. Fink 
remarks, does indeed *' great honour to the 
and head of its author." The lin^ " On Li 
though not so favourable a specimen, tempt q 
tion by their brevity. 

He that luves lichtliest 
Sail not happen on the best ; 
He that luvcs langcst 
Sail have rest surest ; 
He that luves all hb best 
Sail chance upon the gudliest ; 
Quha sa in luve is true an plalne. 
He sail be luvit weel a^iane ; 
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collection, which have not been thought worthy of 
publication. 

** 31. A religious poem of six pages long, by the 
same ; very dull. Begins * Religion now is rakinit 
ane fabil/ and is in the same stansa with ' The 
Miseries of a Pure Scholar.' 

« 174. * Cese hairt/ a pious piece by Arbuthnot. 

" 44. (Quarto MS.) A piece of no value by Ar- 
buthnot, beginning, 

' Gif it be true that storeis dois rehers.' " 

Arbuthnot^ Dr. John. This celebrated wit and sa- 
tirist has been generally supposed to be the author 
of a ludicrous roacarbnic poem, entitled, Oulielmi 
Sutherlandi DipUnna; but the editor of the Edin- 
- burgh edition of William Meston's Poetical Works 
has reclaimed it as the production of that writer, 
to whose works it has indeed a greater affinity than 
to those of the historian of John Bull. Arbulhnot 
has established a better claim to notice, as a poet, 
by a tale called, " Aye and No," which is preserved 
in the Lansdown MSS. in the British Museum, 
but has been overlooked by the collectors of his 
works. It is here transcribed from that repository. 

• 

Aye and No. 

In fable all things hold discourse. 
Then words, no doubt, must talk of course. 
Once on a time, near Channel Row, 
Two hostile adverbs. Aye and No, 
Were hast'ning lo the field of fight, 
Where front to front stood opposite : 
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Before each general join'd the tui. 
Aye (the more coartooos knight) began. 
Stop, peevish partjcle ! beware ; 
I*m told yoa are not such a bear. 
Bat sometimes yield when offered feir. 
Suffer your folks awhile to prattle, 
Tis we that must decide the battle ; 
Whene'er we war on yonder stage, 
Vnth various fate and equal rage. 
The nation trembles at each blow. 
That No gives Aye, and A yb gives No ; 
But in th' expensive long contention, 
We gain nor office, grant, nor penuon ; 
Why then should kinsfolk qoanel- tlms ? 
(For two of yon make cn§ of as) : 
To some wise Statesman let as go. 
Where each his proper use may know ; 
He may admit two such commanders, 
And let those wait who serv'd in Flanden ! 
Let's quarter on a great man*s tongae, 
A Treasury Lord, — ^not master Youngs 
Obsequious at bis high command. 
Ays, shall march forth to tax the land. 
Impeachments, No can best resist. 
And Aye support the Civil Dst ; 
Aye, quick as Caesar, win the day. 
And No, like Fablus, by delay. 
Sometimes in mutual sly disguise. 
Let AYES seem noes, and nofs seem atis ; 
Ayes, be in Court, denials meant. 
And NOES, in Bishops, give consent. 
Thus Aye proposed, and for reply* 
No, for the first time, answered An ; 
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They parted with a thousand kUieSi 
And fight, e'er since, for pay, like Swisses. 

Laradaum MSS. No. 852. 

Lrmstrono, John, a native of Leith, and licentiate 
of the Scottish church ; who came up to London 
about 1790, and died there a few years after ; was 
the author of some juvenile effusions of consider- 
able promise. While at the University of Edin- 
burgh, (1789) and only in his eighteenth year, he 
published a volume of " Juvenile Poems, with Re- 
marks on Poetry, and a Dissertation on Punishing 
and Preventing Crimes.'' The Dissertation, last 
mentioned, had been honoured by a gold price 
medal from the Edinburgh Pantheon (Debating) 
Society. The poetical part of the volume, tboagh 
inferior to the prose, gained him so much repnta* 
tion, that on the foundation of the New College 
being laid, he was selected to compose the Songs, 
which were introduced into the ceremonial observed 
on the occasion. After coming to London, Mr. 
Armstrong published (1791) •* A Collection of 
Sonnets from Shakespeare :" the taste and judge- 
ment displayed in which have been admired. 
The work introduced him to some employment 
from the booksellers ; but he found both a steadier 
and more productive source of revenue, in reporting 
for the newspaper press. In this capacity he 
distinguished himself, by the unrivalled ability 
with which he gave to the public the speeches of 
Mr. Pitt ; and, for these alone, one establishment 
from which he had parted, because they would not 
allow him a guinea per week, were glad afterwards 

TAUT 6.] K 
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to give him five times that sum. When thus in a 
fair way to afflaence and comfort, he fell into an 
ill state of health, which terminated fatally on the 
21st of June, 1797, when he was but in the 26th 
year of his age. The following character of him is 
given in the Obituary of the Monthly Magazine for 
tiiat period. ** In the discharge of the relative 
duties which a man owes to himself, to his neigh- 
bour, and to his God, if Mr. Armstrong was at any 
time deficient, it was chiefly in paying too little 
attention to his own health and comfort. He was 
scrupulous, even to a fault, in the fulfilment of 
every engagement he entered into ; he was an ac- 
complished scholar, constant and ardent in his 
friendships, honourable and independent in his 
general principle of conduct, of a liberal and 
benevolent disposition, the firm friend of rational 
freedom, the enemy of faction and violence, a 
dutiful son, an affectionate brother, a good citizen, 
and a sincere Christian." 

Atton, Sir Robert, Private Secretary to the Qacen 
of Denmark, wife of James VI. wrote some J^atin 
Poems, to be found in iheDelicuB Poetcmim Scotorum, 
and ako cultivated English poetry with considerable 
success. Some specimens of the latter are preserved 
in the Collections of Watson and Pinkerton. A 
panegyrical Sonnet, by Ayton, occurs among " the 
Poetical Essayes of Alexander Craige." The follow- 
ing specimen must induce a regret, that he had 
not written more ; it rivals even the Sonnets of 
Drummond, in elegance of fancy, and harmony of 
versification. 
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On a Woman's inconstancy, 

I lov'd thee once, I'll Jove no more. 
Thine be the grief, as is the blame ; 

Thou art not what thou wast before. 
What reason I should bo the same. 

He that can love unloved again 

Hath better store of love than brain. 
God send me love my debts to pay, 
While unthrifts fool their love away. 

Nothing could have my love overthrown 

If thou hadst still continued mine; 
Yea, if thou hadst remain'd thy own, 

I might, perchance, have yet been thine ; 
But thou thy freedom did recal, 
That it thou might elsewhere enthral, 

And then, huw could I but disdain 

A captive's captive to remain. 

Wiicn new desires had conquer'd thee. 
And chang'd the object of thy will. 

It had been lethargy in me. 
No constancy, to love tlieo still : 

Yea, it hath been a sin to go 

And prostitute affection so. 
Since we are taught no prayers to say 
To such as must to othorit pray. 

Yet do tliou glory in thy choice ; 

TIjy ciiolcc, of iiis good fortune boast ; 
I'll neither grieve nor yet rejoice, 

To sec him gain what I have lost : 
K '* 
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The height of my disdain shall be. 
To laugh at hira, to blush for thee ; 

To love thee still, but go no more 

A begging at a beggar's door. 

Balfour, Sir James, Lyon King of Arms, had 
some reputation for poetry during hit life time« 
but none of his productions are known to the 
world. Sir Robert Sibbald informs ns, tliat he had 
inspected a^ manuscipt volume of his Latin and 
Scottish verses (Sibbaldi Mentoria Balfouriana, 
Edin. 1669.) Balfour lived in habits of intimacy 
with Drummond, Ayton, and other men of Ictten. 

Balnaves, Henry, of Halhill, one of the most dis- 
tinguished Reformers, and senator of the College 
of Justice, was the author of a poor rhapsody in 
Ramsay's Evergreen, beginning " O galiandis all, 
I cry and call." 

Bannatyne George, the writer of, what has been so 
often mentioned, the Bannatyne MS,, was himself a 
poet, though of humble pretensions^ Several of 
his own pieces are included in the MS* The col* 
lection has the following title, <* Ane most godlle, 
mirrie, and lustie rapsodie, maidc be sundrie kam* 
cd Scots poets, and written be George Bannatyne 
in tbe tymc of his youth.*' Prefixed to it there is 
a poetical address of " the Wryttar to the Heida- 
ris ;" and at the concluKiun another address, from 
which we learn, that a similar occasion led to the 
formation of this collection, as that which Booca- 
cio feigns to have given birth to Ute Decameron : 
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Heir endis this buik, written in tymeof pest, 
Quhcn we fra labor was compeld to rest. 
Into the thre last monethis of this zeir 
From oure Redimaris birth, to knaw it heir 
Ane thousandth fyve hundreth threscore aucht,. 
Of this purpois na maic it neiddis be taucht : 
Sna till conclude, God grant us all gude end. 
And eftir deth etemall lyffe us send. 

The MS. is in folio, and extends to above 70(^ 
pfiges. In 1623, it appears, from an inscription on 
one of the pages, to have been in the possession of 
a " Jacobus Foulis,*' by whom, or some relation of 
his, it was presented to the Hon. William Car- 
michael ; from him it descended to the £ar4 of 
Hyndford ; and by that nobleman, it was in 1772 
deposited in the Advocate's Library. Dr. Irving, 
who now so worthily fills the situation which Bud- 
diman and Hume occupied before him, of keeper 
of that library, corrects a mistake into which Mr. 
Pinkerton has been led in his account of this MS. 
While in some of the hands through which it 
passed, it had been bound up with two other manu- 
scripts 'f one entitled *' Ane Ballat Bulk, written 
in the year of God 1558;" and the other, the 
well-known Song of the Redsquare, Mr. P. has 
described the whole of the three transcripts as 
forming the collection of Bannatyne ; but his in- 
formation, as he had the caution to state, and Dr. 
I. has the candour to repeat, •* was furnished by a 
friend not versed in such matters." 
Barclay, John, minister at Cruden, wrote in 1679, 
and published ^n 1689, "A Description (in verse) 

K o 
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of the Roman Catholic Church ; wherein the pi 
tensions of its head, the manners of lus court, t 
principles and doctrines, the worship and servic 
the religious houses, and the divers designs ai 
practices of that churcli, are represented in 
vision." It is a smart satire on Uie practices 
the Romish church; and, though it seldom  
proximates to poetry, the good sense and rigoro 
expression displayed in many passages, alnu 
compensate for its absence. What, for examp! 
can be more just than the following reflection « 
the affectation so common to men of recluse hafat 
of despising the vanities of the worid ? 

Tis easy when a man's in solitude 
To slight the gawdy world, and to conclade 
Tliat all its pomp and riches are but lies, 
A heap of gilden worthless vanities ; 
And to contemn the flattering breath of fame, 
The foolish whistlings of an honour*d name ; 
And hate that wild ambition, which, with force. 
Doth ride and spur us like unruly horse ; 
And tliGsc imperious lusts, which often cause 
Men break all bonds, and trample on all laws; 
But things we at a dbtance can despise. 
When they approach us, do bewitch our eyes 
And charm our hearts ; so strong's the snarr. 
So weak our mind, so faint our care. 
So soon our resolutions do impair. 
That we're entangled ere we are aware. 

Among many merry conceits which the wo 
contains, there is one about the use of extreme m 
tion, which would have done honour to the pen 
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Batler. After a glowing description of the torments 
of purgatory, the author proceeds : 

He then began the poor man to anoint, 
Besmear'd his head, and oiled every joint ; 
He oil'd his ears, he oil'd his eyes. 
He oil'd his hands, he oil'd his thighs ; 
I thought it would be farjrom my dmro 
First to be flam*d,* and then ut to the fire. 
Babclay, William, M.D. was the author of some 

Latin pieces in the Del, Poet, Scot, 
Barry, Thomas, Provost of Bothwell, wrote in 
>1338 a Latin poem on the battle of Otterbunv^ 
Bower, in his Scotichronicon, is pleased to* pro- 
nounce it excellent; but Mair, with more truth, 
says, it b devoid of merit. It is made up of such 
rare couplets as these : 
O Rex ! cunctorum qui preemia das meritorum 
Praelia regnorum fac pacificare duorum 
£t mala comprime, bellaque distrue, jurgia 

dirime, pax dorainetur 
Divina potentia regna per omnia tempora 
singula sanctificetur. 
Should ever the Americans be in want of a spe- 
cimen of lengthy measure, they need seek no 
farther. 
Beattie, James Hay, eldest son of the celebrated 
author of the Minstrel, inherited a large portion of 
his father's poetical genius, and had he not been 
so early lost to the world, might have done equal 
honour to the name. In the collection of his 
Literary Remains, published after his death by his 

 The Scotch expression for basted. 
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i'atlier, tlicrc arc several pieces and fragmcnU 
wliicli are even aupcriur to those produced by Di 
Bcattic lumself, at tlie t»aine age. Dr. Irving take 
notice of liis Latin )K>enis, as among the few re 
spectable productions of that class, of which mo 
dern Scottish literature can boast 
Blackwood, Adam, the learned antagoniat of Bu 
chaiinan's Treatise De Jure Regni, wrote aome in 
different pieces of I^tiu verse, wldch are indudei 
in Sebastian Cranioisy's Collection of hia works 
published 1644. 
Blair, John, the chaplain of the renowned Si 
William Wallace, was a monk of the order of St 
Benedict. From a history of Wallace, writtei 
jointly hy him and one Thomas Gray, in Latii 
verse, Henry the Minstrel professed to have chieflj 
derived the materials of his vernacular versioii 
but it is not certain, that any part of that hiitor} 
is now extant. In 1707, Sir llobcrt Sibbald pub- 
lished a frngmcnt, which his friend. Sir Jamei 
Balfour, had found in the Cottonian library, en- 
titled "Uclatiuncs {{uaiAsim Amaldi Blair Monach: 
Uc Dunfermlcn et Ca|>ellani D. Willielim Wallas 
JVlilitis ;" and this he conjectures to have bcco 
part of the work referred to hy Henry the Minstrel 
•Sir Hubert accounts for the difference in the Chris- 
tian name, given to the writer of these Memoirs, 
by supposing, tliat, after tiie deatii of Wallace, 
John Blair fuund it prudeut to change his name to 
ArnaUl. Ju\m must have been a simple monk 
truly, to expect to escape detection by so slight a 
disguise; more especially, if what otlier writers 
relate be true, that he had the courage to shew 
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himielf on the tca£fold with Wallace, and to as- 
sist him in his dying monient8.->But both accounts 
are equally improbable. Either the addition ** et 
Capellani D. Willielmi Wallas Militis" U spurious, 
or we must conclude that Amaid, and not John, 
was, from tlie first, the real name of Wallace's 
chaplain. And if Amald Blair was the name, hb 
merit, as an historian of the achievements of the 
champion of Scottish freedom, vanishes at once ; 
for, according to Dr. Irving, the <* relations 
ascribed to Amald Blair merely consist of indi- 
gested transcripts from the Scotichronicou." 

Dempster says, that John Blair was also the au- 
thor of a work De lAberata Tyrarmide Seotia ; but 
as no such production is extant or mentioned by 
any second author, it may be safely ranked with 
the many other imaginary works with which that 
biographical romancer was pleased to enrich the 
literature of his native country. 
BoswEi.L, James, Esq. the ingenious biographer of 
Dr. Johnson, says of himself, that " he resembled 
sometimes the best good man, with the worst na- 
tured muse." In 1760, he contributed some 
poems to Donaldson's Collection. A few years 
after, there was published, nt London, *' Letters 
between the Honorable Andrew Erskine and James 
Boswell, Esq." which are interspersed with pieces 
of poetry by both these gentlemen. On the open- 
ing of the theatre royal at Edinburgh in 1769, 
]\] r. Boswcll wrote the prologue which was deliver- 
ed on the occnsion. It is the best of his poetical 
productions ; and is said to have made an impres- 
sion on the minds of tho Edinburgh public, which 
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( ()iitril)iif(-(l iiialrrially to roiiiovu Ihuir ancient 
jiulir.rs UKuinht the Kla^c. 

Ji<jvi), UoftKUT, of '^rrochrif;, wlio was niirccsfii 
iVincipal of Iho linivrrMitics of Glasgow 
Kiiinhtirfili, was the. aiitlior of a l^tin |»ociiiy 
titled Ad Chr'ntum SeroaUrran JlccalamJbg, on 
the best in tlu! (/ollection Poetarum Scotorum Jl 
Sacrtii ; and also of mmw. minor pieces in the i 
lant^ua^e. 

UoYo, Zach AiiiAif, of farctiouH memory, was 
aiillior of a tran.slrition of the Bible, in verse, 
MS. of wliicl) iH |)reMerv(rd in the library of 
iiniverfiity of Gia^i^ow, to which it was be(|iieat 
but not a.s itt ^i'ncrally Htipposcd on the concii 
that il hhoiild b(; printed. J'lie few specimen 
it which have seeti the ii^ht are. ridiculous ciio 
" What hypochondriac," to use the words of 
iiiuel (yolvil, " would not presently be cured at 
reading of such lines as these !*" 

There was a man, called Job, 

Dwelt ill the land of IJz; 
Me had a ^o(m1 gift of the gob ; 

The same case ha|)pen us ! 

Or the foliowint^ solilocpiy of Jonah, while in 
whale's belly : 

What house is this :* here's n<:ither coal nor can 
Where I nothing but guts of fishes handle, 
T aqd my table arc both here witliin, 

day nc*(T dawn'd, where sun did m 
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The like of this on earth man never saw, 
A living man within a monster's maw, 
Buried under mountains, which are high and steep. 
Plunged under waters hundred fathoms deep ! 
Not so was Noah in his house of tree. 
For through a window he the light did see ; 
He saird abovn the highest waves ; a wonder. 
He and bis ark might go and also come. 
But I sit still in such a straitned room 
As is most uncouth ; head and feet together 
Among such grease as would a thousand smother, 

&c. 

Boyd lived in the reign of Charles I. and was 
minister of the Barony Church, Glasgow. Besides 
hu version of the Bible, he bequeathed to the uni- 
versity the whole of his library, and 20,000/. 
Scots, in money (about 1,600/. sterling.) He was 
a zealous supporter of the Reformed Religion, and 
published, in his life time C164S) a book, which 
be meant should promote its interests, entitled 
" Crosses, Comforts, Counsels, needful to be con- 
sidered." He here contends stoutly for cutting off 
the enemies of the true religion, quoting the great 
examples of " General Moses and Captain Joab." 

Buchanan, Duoald, schoolmaster at Rannoch, in 
Perthshire, published in 1770 a small volume of 
Gaelic poems on sacred subjects. ** They seem 
to breathe," says Mr. A. Campbell, a competent 
judge of Gaelic poetry, ** a spirit of piety in an 
easy flow of harmonious versification." 

Buchanan, George. The Latin poetry of George 
Buchanan has been the subject of much extraordi- 
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nary calogium, from some of the ablest judges 
both at home and abroad, in past as well as in pre- 
sent times ; but for myself, I confess, that I never 
read one of these encomioms without a deep feel- 
ing of regret, that the genius of BncfaaDaa ahoold 
ever have been so employed. When we are told, 
that in poetry " he did imitate Virgil in iMraics, 
Ovid in ele^acs, Lucretius in pliiloiophy, Sentea 
in tragedies. Martial in epigrams, Horace and Jo- 
venal in satires ;" and that " he eopi§d e^kar tlieae 
great masters so perfectly, that nothing ever ap- 
proached nearer the original ;"* what more, after 
all, do wc learn » than that Buchanan was among 
poets what the Mocking Bird is among the tenants 
of the forest ? Had he, we ask ourselves, no " wood- 
note wild" of his own ? Was he ashamed of Ui 
parent tongue ? Did he disdain to touch the sane 
reed from which a Barbour, a Dunbar, and a liad- 
say, had drawn sounds so sweet to tliehr admiring 
countrymen? What else than a learned Tani^ 
could have induced him so to desert the path oif 
nature, and, we may add, of true patriotism i Let 
Buchanan's motive have been what it may, fer 
preferring the Latin to his native laiigaage, the 
choice is not less to be condemned, tlian its eon- 
sequences are to be deplored. The geiuna with 
which Buchanan was gifted beyond most men, 
enabled him to attain a degree of ezcellenoe in 
Latin composition, which no other man of tliat 
day could probably have reached ; the praiaea of 



* Crawford's Hist of the House of Esle. 
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all the learned in all parts of the worid followed 
him; he had a weak pedant for his soveieign, 
(James VI.) who not only delighted to boast of 
haying been tanght Latin by that Buchanan whom 
the world applauded, but who encouraged all 
aroond him to compose in Latin, as akme worthy 
the pens of the learned ; cloister and cowrt thus 
united their influence to cast discredit on the enlti- 
▼ation of our native language ; and the ulUitaate 
consequence was, that for nearly a century diter, 
men of education and genius in Scotland did no- 
thing but wuie their powers in biirbarous and vain 
attempts to rival the excellence of Buchanan in 
Latin poetry ; for among many hundreds of imi- 
tators, not more than two or three — Johnson, Pit- 
cairn, and perhaps, Boyd, — deserve to be named 
along with him. Can one then be blamed for not 
looking with complacency oH that enror in a gireat 
man's life, which has been the calise of so vast a 
blank in the literary history of our countty, at the 
very period when that of England wai attaining to 
even Augustan perfection? Can it be wrong to 
wish, that there should be an end of re-echoing 
praise which has done so much harm, and whiich Is, 
even at this distant period, every now and then 
seducing some favourite son of the Musei ftom his 
native haunts ? It is only the other day, thait that 
ingenious and accomplished scholar, Mr* Isaac 
Hawkins Browne, conceived the freak of writing 
a poera in Latin, ** De Animi Immortalitate." All 
who could jndge of it, were instantly struck with 
the excellence of the sentiments which it con- 
PART 6.] L 
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tainod ; but in pruportion as the^ admired, Utc^ 
felt regret that so mucli good sliould be locketd uj 
from tho participation of society at laige. Trans 
lation after translation was acconiingly attempted 
bnt not till that of Mr. Soame Jenyns, the eightl 
on the list, made, its appearance, could the beau- 
ties of the original be said to bo traniferred, 01 
rather restored, into Engliah. How much valuable 
labour was here lost ! Not only the labour of the 
original author, for, in spite of his affectation oi 
writing in Latin, he mutt have thought in EngHA ; 
but the labour of eight other ingenious penons 
besides ; and all this merely to furnish what Mr. 
Browne himself might as well have supplied at 
once! Surely it is high time that such wanton 
perversions of intellect as this should be scouted as 
a reproach, instead uf an honour, to genius. For 
whatever may be tlie advantage derived from aca- 
demic exercises in the dead languages, and it is far 
from the intention of the present writer to under- 
value them, it must on all hands be allowed, that 
after academic exercises are past, that language 
which is natural to a man, which he understahdt 
best, and which it is his duty to do all in hit power 
to improve beyond any other, is that alone in which 
he ought to express his thoughts. Buchanan, like 
Browne, must be allowed to have shewn gieat 
proofs of genius in his poetical apostacy ; bat at 
long as there are so many other memorials by 
which the true greatness of his mind can be esta- 
blished, without tending to perpetuate a fiJte 
taste in othcrs^as long as his transcendant merits 
as an historian and a jurist, survive — perhaps it it 
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on Uiese, rather than his poetry, that the biographer 
should delight to dwell. 

BuREL, John, Burgess of Edinburgh, produced in 
1590, two pieces in yerse, entitled ** The Descrip- 
tion of the Queen's Majestie's maist honorable entry 
Into the toun of Edinburgh, upon the 19th May, 
1590," and "' The Passage of the Pilgrimer devi- 
det into twa pairts." They are to be found in 
Watson's Collection ; but will not repay the trou- 
ble of perusal. 

BuBNit, NicoL, a religious apostate, who was Fro* 
fessor of Philosophy in St. Leonard's College, St* 
Andrew's, during the latter part of the sixteenth 
century, wrote, in his native tongue, a furious 
rhyming tirade against the Reformers. It is en- 
titled, " The Dbputation concerning the contro- 
vertit heades of religion, halden in the realme of 
Scotland, the zeir of God ane thousand fyve hun- 
dreth, four scoir yeiris, betwix the praetendit mi- 
nisters of the deformed Kirk of Scotland, and 
Nicol Bume, Professor of Philosopbie in S. Leonar* 
dis College, in the city of Sanctandrois, broght up 
from his tendere age in the perversit sect of the 
Calvlnists, and now be the special grace of God 
ane member of the Holie Catholic Kirk.*' The 
work bears to have been " Imprinted at Parise, 
the first day of October, 1581.? It is dedicated 
to King James the Sixth. Calvin, Knox, Bucha- 
nan, and Beza, are among the respectable charac- 
ters honoured by this recusant's abuse. Of all the 
leading Reformers, Principal Arbulhnot, of Aber- 
deen, alone is spared : — 

L 2 



two addinooai cantos to ut. i>eatue s *,xkli 
He is also the reputed author of ** I 
Dialogues on Religion, in the Scottish < 
between two Gentlemen and two Plough 
printed at Edinburgh, 1788 ', and of *' A 
on Lochiei'A Birth-Day." 1796. The lu 
Camoton, however, is still a stranger to the nu 
Campbixl, Kenneth, a native of the Higl 
was the author of some Latin poems, now foi] 
but claims a place in our list, on account 
very poetical manner of his death* and of t] 
golarly characteristic memorial wluch has pn 
to us a- Imowledge of its affecting ciicnnu 
He died in London, in a state of soch e 
destitution, that on searching his pockets a 
death, it was found that he had lived on til} 
but one halfpeimy left* Some brofber » 
probably too poor to erect a tablet over \ 
mains of his departed friend, consoled himi 
having engraved upon the hai^penny the fol 
appropriate inscription: — 
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Kenneth Campbell, 

A native of the Scottish Highlands, 

and 

Celebrated Latin Poet, 

Poor yet cheeiful ; 

He lived poetically, 

At length, with this halfpenny enriched, 

He migrated from London to Elysium, 

28 July, 1721. 

This interesting coin had been seen by a cones- 
pondent of Ruddiman's Magazine, who has written 
some indifferent lines on the subject, inserted in 
that work, vol. xxi. p. 241 ; biit he does not state 
in whose hands it was. 

C^APPERTON, , was the author of a song in the 

Maitland Collection, entitled Wa Worth Maryage ! 
It is possessed, says Mr. Pinkerton, of the most 
exquisite neatness and simplicity. He omits to notice 
that it is, at tbie same time, grossly licentious. 
** Bowdoun.'' which is the scene of the poem, is a 
village on the south side of the Tweed, about a 
mile west of Old Melrose. Clapperton appears to 
have been a contemporary of Dunbar. 

Clark, William, published at Edinburgh, in 1685, 
" The Grand Tryal, or Poetical Exercitations upon 
tlie Book of Job : wherein, suitable to each text of 
that sacred book, a modest explanation and conti- 
nuation of tlie several discourses contained in it is 
attempted.'' There have been few good paraphrases 
of Scripture, and this is among the worst. 

Clark, John, translated ♦* The works of the Cale- 
donian Bards, from the Gaelic," with the view of 

L 3 
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refuting Uic attack which Shaw bad made 
aatbentidty of the Poems of Oasian* . 
Campbell, thoagh himfdf an Ossiaiiitef co 
that « the literary skirmishes of tfaete Calc 
champions are deservedly foigotten." 
Clelavd, Lieut. Col. of the CftmaroniuL fq 
who fell in the battle of Donkeld, wrote a 
of Poems which was published in 169r» Tb 
prominent, is a tedious recital of the nvtgi 
nutted by ** the Highland host, who came to • 
the western shires, in 1678." It is mere il 
prose ; but some lines of lively descrlplion 
be met with. The appearance of the H 
diieftains is thus picturesquely sketched* 

But those who were their chief commande 
A% such who bore the pimie standards; 
Who led the van, and drove tiie rear. 
Were right well mounted in their gear ; 
With brogues, trues, and pijme plaids. 
With good blue bonnets on their heads. 
Which on the one side had a tipe 
Adorned with a tobacco pipe ; 
With durk, and snap-work,* and smdf-iDi 
A bag which they with onions fill ; 
And as their strict observers say, 
A tupe-horo filled with nsqnelMiy ; 
A slasht-out coat beneath her pkdds, 
A targe of timber, nails, and hides. 
With a long two-handed sword. 
In nothing they're accounted sharp,t 
Except in bagpipe and in harp. 

* Pistol. t Skilled. 
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In Watson's Collection of Scots' Poems, it is 
said that Lieut. Col. Cleiand was the author of 
two verses of that pretty lyrical piece, " HaUo ! 
myfancie, whither wUt thou go ?" and that they were 
written when he was a student at the College of 
Edinburgh, and only eighteen years of age. They 
exhibit a promise of genius which the productions 
of his riper years were fkr from realizing. Cleland's 
verses begin thus : 

In conceit, like Phaeton 

1*11 mount Phoebus' chair, 
Having ne'er a hat on. 
All my hairs a burning. 
In ray journeying, 

Hurrying through the air. 

Fain would I hear his fiery horses neighing ! 
And see how they on foaming bits are playing ; 
All the stars and planets I will be surveying. 
Hallo ! myfancie, whither wilt thou go 1 

Clerk, , of Tranent, one of the MdkhariM men- 
tioned in Dunbar's Lament, 

Clerk of Tranent, eik he hes tane. 
That made the aventers of Sir Gawane, 

Sir Gawane, the nephew of King Arthur, has 
been the subject of several poetical romances, still 
extant ; but there is no clue by which the work of 
Clerk can be identified. 
Clerk, John, who is supposed to have been a dif- 
ferent person from Clerk of Tranent, wrote two 
pieces, preserved in the Bannatyne MS. the one 
beginning, " In secret place tliis hynder nicht," 
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and tli<> other, " Fainc would 1 love, but quhair 
about" The former has been publi&hcd by Ram- 
say, in the ' Evergreen.' 

CociiBAN, William, of StrathaTeo, publitbed in 
1780, '<The Seasons, in four descriptive poems, 
with moral reflections and hymns." The tuthor, 
who is said to have been a tailor, appears to have 
felt all the disadvantage of following in the footateps 
of -so grnat a master as Thomson; but he has 
taken care to disarm criticism, by telling us tliat be 
cared as little for the world's censure as applause ; 
and, that he printed merely to please himself and a 
few friends. Who would wbh to disturb ao inno- 
cent a gratification ? 

CoLviL, 11. minister of Dysart, was an aasidnoaa but 
unsuccessful wooer of the muses ; he was, for a time, 
one of the must constant of Ruddimaa's weekly 
contributors. A collection of bis pieces, in one 
vol. 8vo. was published in 1788. One of them, 
entitled " The Caledonian Hero, or the Invasion and 
Fall of Sueno, the Dane," extends to two cantos; 
but is of little value. 

Craig, Alexander, of Kose-Craig, was the author of 
tlie following works. ' Tlic Amorous Songs, Son- 
nets, and Elegies of Alexander Craig, Scoto-Britan,' 
printed in London, by WUliam Whyte, 1604, 4to. 
* The Poetical Recreations of Mr. Alexander Craig, 
of Rosc-Craig, Scoto-Britan.* Aberdeen, 16S9, 4to. 
In the former there is a complimentary sonnet fipom 
Sir Robert Ay ton. 

Craio, Sir Thomas, so celebrated forhiswoik' On 
the Feudal Law,' wrote tome Latin pieces, to be 
found in the Del, Poet, Sat, 



8UPPLBMBNT.--P0ETS. 117 

Cbawfobd, David, of Dniasoy, tfao historiographer, 
wvote a aetof love epbiles, in vane, under the 
title of ' Ovidiufl Britanniciu,' and two comedies, 
entitled ' Courtship & la node,' and ' Love aft first 
tight." 

Crawfobd, Kobbrt, was the anthor of the * Bash 
aboon Traqoair,' and an English set of verses, of 
vastly inferior merit, to the tone of * Cowden- 
knows,' beginning 

** When summer comes, the swains on Tweed." 

By a letter from Mr. Ramsay, of Ochtertyre, to 
Burns, we learn, that he was the eldest brother of 
Colonel George Crawford, by a first marriage. The 
** Colonel," he adds, " never saw B.obert Crawford, 
though he was at hb burial fifty-five years ago, 
(17S2), He was a pretty young man, and had 
lived long in France." 
Cbichton, the admirable. Among the accomplish- 
ments, ascribed to this extraordinary character, 
poetry held a foremost place. His celebrated chal- 
lenge to the learned of Paris bore that he would 
dbpute, either in prose or verse, at the discretion of 
his antagonist. When at Venice he wrote several 
poems in commendation of that city, and its insti- 
tutions. Going afterwards to Padua, there was a 
meeting of all the learned men of the place, at the 
house of one Cornelius, when Crichton opened the 
assembly with an extemporary poem. When de- 
traction began to be busy with his fame, and it was 
necessary to confound for ever the invidious im- 
pugners of his talents, he offered, among other 
things, to dispute in any one of a hundred sorts 
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of verses ! The Duke of Alantua, Iiaving made 
choice of him to be preceptor to hb son, A'^incentio 
de Gonzaga, Crichton, to testify hb gratitade and 
contribute to the entertainment of tfie court of 
Mantua, composed a comedy, which we are aMored 
was one of the most ing^nioas satires ever written 
upon mankind, and sustained himself no le« than 
fifteen characteis in the representation of the phy. 
*' In short/' says Joannes Imperialis, ** he was the 
wonder of the age, a prodigy of nature, and beyond 
all past or present example, the glory and oiuunent 
of Parnassus !*' How much, or how Uttle of all 
this, to believe, it would be mm to attempt to deter- 
mine. The whole of Crichton's history resta on 
such questionable authority, and is so sorchaiged 
with exaggeration and falsehood, that truth knows 
not where to point her finger. To all who reflect 
dbpassionately on the subject, it will probably seem 
less hard to believe, that it is in human power to do 
all that has been ascribed to Crichton, than to sup- 
pose it possible that such marvellous aduerements 
could actually have been performed, and the eyes of 
all the world be so fixed upon them, and yet no 
memorial remain to convince posterityof their reality. 
Some Latin pieces by Crichton are preserved in 
the Del, Poet, Scot, but they are not even among 
the best in the Collection. 
Crichton, Georgf, a native of Scotland, and pro- 
fessor of Greek in the University of Paris, wrote 
some Latin poems which Borrichius thinks are 
superior in poetical elegance to tliose of the Ad- 
mirable Crichton. 'lliey are also to be found hi 
the Del, Poet. Scot, 
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DAI.RY1IPLX, lient. CoL Jamsb. ** A Collection of 
English Songs, with an Appendix of Original 
Pieces/' was published at London, in 1796, edited 
by A. Dalrymple, Esq. The ** Appendix of Ori- 
ginal Pieces" contains some poetical remains of his 
<« lamented brother lieut. CoL James Dalrymple, 
written on different occasions, between 1756 and 
1789." 

Danskxn, Henry, a contributor to the DeL Poet. 

Darnlxt, Lord, (Kino Henry), was author of 
whathecalled ' A little plote, termed Utopia Nova," 
for penning of which Queen Mary gave him a 
'* riche cheane of gold ;" and iu the Bannatyne 
MS., there b a piece called *' Damley's Ballat," 
which has been reprinted by Sibbald. Allan Ram- 
say has ascribed to Lord Damley two other poems, 
contained in his Evergreen ; but, as Lord Hailes 
thinks, without any authority whatever. Bbhop 
Montague, in his Preface to the works of James the 
sixth, speaks of Lord Damley, as having also trans- 
lated ** Valerius Maximus" into English ; but no 
such work is known to be extant. 

Dbm PSTER, Thomas, LL.D. to whose fertile inven- 
tion many of his countrymen are so much obliged, 
stood himself in no need of a borrowed plumage. 
Mr. Wasse, (Bibliotheca Literaria, No. III. p. 11,) 
mentions the Musca of Dempster, as one of the few 
Latin poems written by natives of ScoUand, deserv- 
ing of republication. Among his oUier produc- 
tions are four tragedies, Decemviratus Abrogatus, 
Maximilianus, StUicOf and Jacobus L Scotuz Rex, 
The first was performed in the University of Paris ; 
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and, as Dempster informs Tbuanns in the Dedica- 
tion, it was honoared with the attendance at a very 
numerous and splendid auditory. <* Its ■trnctnre, 
however/' says Dr. Inring, "is by no meani 
classical." 

Doio, David, LL.D. to whose able pen, Mr. Cal' 
lander, of Craigforth's, edition of " The Gabe^ 
lunzie Man and Christ's Kiik on the Creen,** was 
indebted for many learned and ingenious iUnttim* 
tions, was himself a poet of no mean preteonons. 
He published, in 1792, specimens of a desci^Te, 
or, if we may be allowed the phrase, panonmic 
poem; which was to embrace the whole of the 
scenery around Stirling Castle, at once lidi in 
natural beauties and in historical reoolleetioiis. 
The " links o' Forth," by his friend Mr. MacMil, 
is but a sketch, and by no means precludes a asore 
comprehensive description. The genius wbfidi Dr. 
D. displayed in this specimen, left in the iniBda oJ 
not a few, a strong desire to see the design, whid) 
he had formed, completed ; but this b a plcasore, 
the expectation of which time has taken away. Nc 
one can be surprised at want of leisure to complete 
the piece, who b acquainted with the many odM 
arduous labours in which Dr. Doig was so useftiUy 
occupied till the latest hour of his life. 

Donaldson, James, a fanner, wrote in 1696, s 
foolish book of rhymes, entitled " A Picktooth foi 
Swearer, or a Loooking-Glass for Atheists and 
profiBne persons," &c. He was the author alsc 
of a small tract, called " Husbandry Anatombed,' 
which shews, that though no poet, he was a gooc 
fanner. 
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"DovoJ-Aa, WiLUAM, a ineBiber of the Unlvenity of 
EdmbiiT^, wrote " Grampios, QratulBtioB to hb 
hie and mightie monarch Kmg Charles 1.," to be 
iouad in the ** EUEOAIA Musanun Edinensum, in 
Caroli Regis," &c« It is below mediocrity, and yet 
it one of the best in the Collectioa. 

DovoLAS, Francis, was bred to the business of a 
bakei, eame to I/mdon, and whUe working there as 
a jonmeyman, (about 1741), wrote " Rural Love, 
a tale, in the Scottish dialect '" but did not yen- 
tafe to publish it. He afterwards returned to 
Seotland ; turned printer and bookseller, at Aber- 
deen ; and, in 1759, produced his poetical essay, 
which could now boast of having had twice the 
benefit of the Honitian piecept; for it bad lain 
lallj eighteen years in his hands. A modest ad- 
vertisement was prefixed, in which the author apo- 
loptm for publishing the poem, by saying, " He 
tiiinks it contains nothing indecent or immoral ; 
and if^ in coaoDon with many ethers, it be foand 
dull, let it be also c<msidered, that it is short*' 
The piece is one which would not have discredited 
much higher pretensions* In the first lines, we 
lecognise the hand of no mere poetaster. 

When merry Charles the sceptre sway'd. 
And none through force or fear obey'd^ 
There liv'd a man in Watercum, 
A widower, with ae lass bairn : 
Twa bunder marks he bad to gie her. 
Brought men and lads, a fouth to see her. &c. 

In 1778, Mr. Douglas published another poem, 
not so good, called '• The Birth Day." When the 

PART 6.] M 



122 LIVKS OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

ccU'bratod Douglas cause occupied tbc public at- 
tention, he wrote a spirited pamphlet, in support of 
The Dotighu, which gained him the favour of that 
nobleman; who granted him an advantageous 
lease of a farm at Inchinan Bridge, near Paialey, 
where he spent the remainder of his days. Besides 
the works which have been mentioned, he was the 
autlior of a ** Description of the East Coast of 
Scotland," ISmo. and some metaphysical tracts. 

DouN, RoBKRT, a celebrated Gaelic bard, was a 
native of the parish of Durness, in the county of 
Sutherland. His songs are well known In the 
Highlands, and discover uncommon maiks of genini. 
Stat, Account, 

Dow, Col. Alexander, so well known for his valu- 
able work on " Indostan," wrote two tragedies. 
" Zingis," in 1769, and " Scthona,"in 1774. A 
letter from his sister at Kyemouth, says, " he was 
educated at CriefT, and gave early proofr of his 
turn for the languages, painting, and poetiy. He 
was bred a mcrchant^tliis was unpleasant to him, 
to be a soldier was his wish ; but what moaej was 
left him by his father, was then (lent) on the 
Perth estate, and not recovered till after he was in 
India." In tlie cast he rose by his talents to riclics 
and honour. 

Drummond, Thomas, LL.D. a clergyman of the 
cpisco])al church, wrote " Poems sacred to religion 
and virtue •" which were publislied at London, in 
1756. 

Dunbar, John. A small book of Latin epigrams of ra- 
ther superior merit, by a person of tliis name,nuidc 
its appearance at London, in 1616. Nothing seems 
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to be known of tlie author beyond what the book 
itself supplies. He appears, from that, to have 
been of the clerical order, and to haVb studied at 
the University of Edinburgh, under Dr. John 
Adamson ; to whom, in one of his epigrams he has 
thus gratefully recorded his obligations. 
Adamsone ! sacri sector fidissime verbi, 

£t sub quo lauri gloria parta mihi ; 
Te monstrante viam, prisci raonumenta Stagiri, 

Praebuerant animo se manifesto meo ; 
Tuque mihi placidos formasti in pectore mores ; 
Per te, quicquid id est quod scio, id esse scio. 

EcHiiiN, David, a contributor to the DeL Poet, Scot, 

EoLiNTouN, Sir Hugh, one of the Makkaris, la- 
mented by Dumbar; but of whom there is no 
other memorial extant. . 

Eglisham, Dr. the detractor of Buchanan, com- 
posed some Latin verses, to shew bow much he 
could excel that great Latinist. (See Life of 
Arthur Johnston.) 

Elliot, Sir Gilbert, afterwards Lord Justice Cleik, 
was the author of " My apron Dearie," and 
" Araynta."— " I have heard," says Mr. Ty tier, in 
his Essay on the Fashionable Amusements, &c., of 
Edinburgh, '< that Sir Gilbert Elliot, who had been 
taught the German flute in France, and was a fine 
performer, first introduced that instrument into 
Scotland about the year 1725." 

Erskine, Hon. Andrew, brother of Lord Kelly, 
one of the most accumplished scholars of the period 
in which he lived, was the author of several poetical 
productions, some of which arc of a very superior 
order. In 1763, appeared the Letters bstween him 

M *i 
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and Mr. Boswcll, (sec Boswell), in which he 
shines, not less as a poet than as a critic. In 
the following year, he produced at the Canongpta 
theatre, Edinburgh, a faxoe hi two Acti, aJkd 
" She's not him, and he's not her." Hb " Town 
Eclogues" were alio written about this period, but 
not published till eight or ten yean after* Sefcnl 
other pieces by Mr. Erskine, appear in Deaald- 
son's Collection. When Mr. Thomson oomnwnccd 
his admirable collection of " National Melodlea," 
he found in Mr. £• a xealont and aUe coad- 
jutor. It was as a song writer, that Mr* & him- 
self chiefly excelled. Bums, than whom few po^ 
sons have been better qualified to pau an opnuon 
on the subject, says, in one of his letten to Mr. 
Thomson, ** Mr. Erskine's songs are all pfctty, but 
his Lon$ Vak is divine." .Mr. Enkine died, vnifef- 
sally lamented, in 1793. 
EnsxiNE, Hon. IIxnry, so late the pride and 
ment of the Scottisli bar, was the authcf of 
fugitive pieces in verse, which, though not 
guishi'd for much ardour of fancy, are tasteful md 
elegant The " Emigrant," a poem, " written en 
the occasion of the frequent emigrations from the 
Highlands," breathes the sentiments of n tnie 
patriot and philanthropist A fable, called " The 
Sensitive Plant and the Nettle," which has been 
very recently published in the Annual Obituary 
is of a much humbler class. It is to be hoped, IktA 
some others, more deservuig of seeing the light, 
may be met with in the MS. volume of Piccei by 
Mr. E., which Mr. Campbell says, '* I have 
and have perused with much pleasoie*" 
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Ettric, — — , a poet, known only by the mention of 
his name in Dunbar's Lament 

Fairlie, Robert. In 1638, there was printed, at 
London, " for William Hope, and to be sold at the 
Unicome, neare the Royal Exchange," — " Kalen- 
darium Hu manse Vitae. The Kalendar of Man*s 
Life. Authore, Roberto Farlceo, Scoto-Britanno." 
l!2mo. This rhyming Kalendar, of two versions, 
begins with March, or man's birth ; then follow 
April, or man's infancy ; May, or man's childhood, 
&c. February is occupied with long epitaphs, on 
Methusalero, Abraham, Sampson, and other ancient 
worthies. It is all in a very bad taste, though not 
entirely devoid of fancy. Fairlie is also the author 
-of a poem, entitled " Lychnocausia sive Moralia, 
Facum Emblemata ; Lights, Moral Emblems." liOn- 
don, 1638. ISmo. It is, like the other poem, of 
two versions, Latin and English. 

Some Latin verses, by Fairlie, are prefixed to 
Kennedy's "Callanthrop and Lucilla." Edinburgh, 
1626. Among the printed books in the Brit'ish 
Museum, there occurs ** Naulogia sive Inventa 
Navis ; Authore, Robert FarlcBO, Londini, Typis 
Tho. Cotis." 4to. no date. It is a poem, tracmg 
the Progress of Navigation, from the sera of tlie 
Deluge, and is inscribed in verse as well as prose, 
to Sir Robert Ayton. 
Fenton, Peter. A " book of virgin parchment," 
containing a metrical account of the achievements 
of Robert Bruce, written by Peter Fenton, a monk 
of the Abbey of Melrose, as early as 1369, six 
years before Barbour is supposed to have com- 
menced his celebrated work, was in the possession 

M 3 
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the tnanner of Petrarch. Dr. Leyden, in hit Col- 
lection of " Scottish Descriptiye Poems/' has given 
specimens from both these volumes ; but there is 
not a single gem among them. 

Galbraith, , mentioned by Sir David Lindsay ; 

bat only known by name. 

Gall, Richard, was bom at Linkhouse, near Dun- 
bar, in 1776. His fiither was a Notary Publici but 
being in circumstances far from affluent, was unable 
to give bis son more than the most ordinary educa- 
tion. At an early age, Richard was bound appren- 
tice to Mr. David Ramsay, Printer in Edinburgh. 
On the conclusion of his apprefttioeship, Mr. Ram- 
say employed him as traveller for the Edkdmrgh 
Evening CmtratU newspaper, of which he was pro- 
prietor ; and the greater leisure afforded by this 
change, as well as the better society into which it 
introduced him, favoured the developement of a 
taste for poetry and literature which he had from 
his boyhood displayed. Among the eminent men 
of genius, whom he had now the honour to rank 
among his friends, were three ^f the greatest poets 
of their age, Bums, Macneil, and Campbell ; but 
while making rapid advances to be their rival in 
reputation, he was seized with a fatal and lingering 
illness, of which he expired on the 10th of May, 
1801, in the twenty-fifth year of his age. About 
twenty years after, his productions were collected 
and published with a Memoir of his Life, prefixed. 
The longest is a poem in three cantos, descriptive 
of the romantic scenery to be seen from ** Arthur's 
Scat," near hMinburgh,and of the reflections, which 
the many interesting objects it embraces are fitted 
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(o call up. Many uf its passages are dislingmshcc 
by groat tenderness and beaaty, and througlioui 
the whole, a fine vein of poetic feeling predomi- 
nates. The " Tint Quey," which follows, is a talc 
of very considerable humour. The rest of the to- 
lume is made up of short lyrical pieces, of which i< 
is no small praise to say, that several of them havi 
been ascribed to Bums. The " Farewell to Ayr* 
sliire," in particular, has been actually published ii 
Dr. Corrie's edition of Bums's works, as one o; 
the genuine effusions of that bard. The mistake u 
at tlic same time satisfactorily explained. TIm 
poem was sent by Gall himself to the Scots Poeti< 
cal IVIuscum with Bums's name affixed to it, in the 
liope that it would, by that means, excite a degree 
of attention which it might otherwise ful to pro- 
duce. 

Galloway, Robert. In 1788, ** Poems, Epistles, 
and Songs, chiefly in the Scottish dialect, with i 
brief account of tlie Revolution, in 1688, &c. by 
Robert Galloway," were published at Glasgow. 
Mr. Galloway kept a circulating library in tha< 
city. He was born at Stirling, in Jane, 1759, 
and bred to be a shoemaker ; but, finding that occu- 
pation too sedentary for a weak habit of body, 
lMM:aine bookseller and rhymster. He died Mardi 
4, 1794. 

G £DDE8, William, author of "The Saint's Recrea- 
tion," published 1683 ; was minister of the Gospel, 
first at Wick, and afterwards at Urquhart, in Mo- 
rayshire. This book is a fit com()anion for the 
" Comi)cndious Book of Godlic and Spiritual 
Sangis and Ball at is." In design and execution, 
they are both equally contemptible. 
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Glass* •*—-«•, eon of the welKkiiown John QImss, 
fomider of the sect of the Glassites ; wrote " The 
River Tay, a fragment" He died in earlj youth. 

GoLX4>if AN, PxTBB, a contribtttor to the i^ Pott» 
Seat. 

GoBDov, Patkick, aathor of the ** Famous Historie 
of the renouaed and valiant Prince Robert, tur- 
named the Bruce, Kinge of Scotlande, and of sun- 
drie other valiant knights, both of Scots and Eng- 
lish,*' &c. printed at Dort in 1615, Edinburgh, 
1718, and Glasgow, 1753 ; was author of another 
English poem, to which Drummond prefixed a 
panegyrical sonnet, entitled " The Famous Historie 
of Penardo and Laissa, otherwise called the Warre 
of Love and Ambition ; done in heroick verse," 
Dort, 1615. « Rare to excess," PmkerUm, Both 
poems have been left incomplete. The History of 
Bruce is said, by Mr. A. Campbell, to possess great 
merit ; but Dr. Irving, a more erudite critic, ob- 
serves '' The work is copiously replenished with 
Scotticisms, and with expressions which violate 
every rule of grammar. It neither possesses the 
dignity of an epic poem, nor the authenticity of an 
hutorical narration. Propriety b totally disre- 
garded : Christ and Jupiter are, with matchless in- 
decorum, grouped together." Dr. I* adds, how- 
ever, that the poem, with all its faults, contains 
striking passages. Gordon wrote also a Latin work, 
entitled " Neptunus Britannicus Corydonis, De 
Luctuoso Heurici et Elizabeths Hymeneus ;" 
London, 1613, 4to. 
Gordon, Luud George, eldest son of George, 
second Marquis of Huntley, wrote a few lines " On 



of the Author, was, along with Dr. B., a p 
contributor to Donaldson's Collection of < 
Poems. "An Epistle to a Young Ladj, 
Culture of Taste,'' is ascribed to his pe 
seems, from the title, to have been also ai 
the following work, noticed by Dr. Ir^ 
Facetious Poem, in imitation of the Che 
Slae ; giving an account of tlie Entertainmen 
and Despair got in the Highlands of So 
revealed, in a dream, to one in pursuit of hi 
cows, by G. G. of S. Edinburgh, 1701," 
but, unless Dr. I. has made an error in tb 
scription of the date, this would make thecc 
tor to Donaldson's Collection, published ii 
very aged. 
Graham, Simon, wrote " The Passionate 
of a relenting Minde," London, 1604, 4l 
" The Anatomie of Humours,'' Edinbuigli, 
4to. The former is a collection of poei 
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qahart stigmatizes him as " licentious, and gben 
over to all manner of debordings ;" but if we may 
credit Dempster, he became repentant and assumed 
the habit of St Francis. He is said, by the last 
writer, to hare died at Carpentras, in 1614. 

Graham, Douglas, wrote in Hudibrastic measure 
'* An Impartial History of the Rebellion in Britain, 
in the years 1745 and 1746." Beneath critjcbm. 

Greenfield, Rev. Andrew. In 1790, there was 
published at Edinburgh, " poems by the late Rev. 
Andrew Greenfield, M.A. rector of Moira, in Ire- 
land," 8vo. Mr. G. although hb lot was cast in 
Ireland, was a native of Scotland. 

Halkerston, James, a contributor to the DeL Poet. 
Scot. 

Hacket, Sir Peter, of Pitferran, was the author of 
" Ah Cloris !" The lady was the heiress of Pitfer- 
ran, whom he married. Burm, 

Harper, William, sen. an episcopal clergyman, 
wrote a version of " The Song of Solomon, with 
an Introduction," &c. published at Edinburgh, 
1775. 

Hart, Charles, wrote Hierm«<an(i Eipojta, a tragedy. 

Harvey, John, M.A. said to have been a school- 
master in Edinburgh, produced in 1726, " A Col- 
lection of Miscellaneous Poems and Letters," ISmo. 
and in 1729, ** The Life of Robert Bruce, King of 
Scots, an heroic poem in three books," dedicated 
to Lord Bruce. In the latter he borrows liberally 
from Henry the Minstrel, and Barbour ; but it has 
many original passages which are animated and 
poetical. Irving, 

Hay, Peter, of Naighton, author of a poor rhapsody. 
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called ** An heroic Song in pnise of tiie light most 
fitting for the night's meditatioD/' pre6ied to a 
political pamphlet, entitled " An AdrntlaeneBt to 
the Subjects of Scotland/' &c. Abcnleai. lAtT. 

Hay, Sin Gidberti wrote a Contmwrtion of Bonet'a 
Arifn dm Bataiikt. 

Hbkdbrbon, Awdbbw, a bookaeller in WeatnlMer; 
author of " Arsinoe/' a tragedy, 1751. 

Hbbiot, , known only by ha^g a pliee fa 

Dunbar's Lament. 

Hbron, Robert, the anthor of the " Hlitory of Sent- 
land," and many other woilu of all descripMn, 
aspired also to poetical feme. He wrote, St. JQMbfai 
Edmburghf or Newifram CamperdBwa ; RConlcdHUM 
in two acts, which was brought out at the Sdfai- 
burgh theatre, and damned for itacoai— l i ce a tfo i - 
ness ; but afterwards printed, with an ^affj jm- 
face from the author, hi which he throws flio wbole 
blame of its rejection on the stapldhy of the 
audience. Mr. Heron wrote also some oocf dottil 
pieces of verse, and had sketched the pliui of aa 
extended poem, to be entitled '* The Sdiool- 
master ;" when his melancholy death pot an end to 
his short but busy career. 

Hooo, William, the author of sereml Latin verBlonf 
of English poems, was a natlTe of Oowry In Perth- 
shire. He came In quest of fortune to Loadon» 
but met only with misery. Dr. Bfath agyt, 
that he died of want hi the street. Ifis pifnclpal 
translations are, Petra^pkram PtfUiea in tris JMmn 
na MiUomi vhi c2aH«tmi Foemata, vii. AwwB- 
jum Amiuwn, Paraditum reevperatum, §t Smuammn 
Agoniitim, London, 1690. 8vo. and Rottefdam, 
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1699. Uber Prmm PrineipU Art^wri (a Rich. 
BlackHiore, £q.-Aur.) Latiad red. 1706. Pom- 
phram in Mum Poetioa, 1683. Sahfra Sacra tive 
Parapkroiis in EcclesiasUn Poetica, Part of kb 
siMsred poetry is reprinted in the Pottarum Scoto^ 
rum MuuB Sacra, The notorious Lauder arailed 
hiniself of Hogg's version of Milton, in his infanons 
attempt against the reputation of Paradise Lost. 

Holland, , the author of the HonUtU, a dmll, 

allegorical poem, is spolcen of by Dunbar and Lind- 
say in terms of praise, which are not sanctioned by 
any thing in that production. He may, however, 
have written other works, now lost " The Hou- 
late*' is preserved in the Bannatyne Collection, and 
has been republished by Mr. Pinkerton. It ap- 
pears to have been written between 1450 and 1455. 

Hope, John, Esq. produced in 1780, "Thooghts, ui 
prose and verse, started in his walks." 

Hot, John. " Poems on various subjects, by John 
Hoy, jun. Edinburgh," appeared at Edinbnigh, 
in 1781. "These poems if ere the production of 
a young man, bom on the banks of the Tweed, 
who died in the twenty-sixth year of his age. 
Several of them are far above mediocrity, and are 
such as shew clearly, that had he lived, the poeti- 
cal world had reason to expect something much 
nperior to the specimens he has left behind him.*' 
A, Campbell, 

Hudson, Thomas, an officer of the household to 
James VI. undertook, at bis Majesty's request, a 
translation of the '* Hbtorie of Judith,*' by Du 
Bartas, which is usually appended to that by 
Joshua Sylvester* It b dedicated to his Majesty, 
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who appears tu havo been tit tlio pains of revising 
it with his own hand. Hudson repaid this service, 
by a sonnet prefixed to his Majesty's *' Essays of 
a PrentJse in the Divine Art of Poesie," in which, 
agreeably to tlie fashion of that period, the flaUeiy 
is traiiscendant 
Hudson, Robert, probably a relation of the pveced- 
ing, was also a favourite of the same monaicb. 
He, too, wrote a complimentary sonnet for " the 
Essays" of thero3'al " Prentise ;" in which, resolv- 
ing not to be outdone by his namesake, he eacbums, 

'' But since I know, none was, none is, nor shall. 
Can rightly sing the fame that he hath wonne ; 
Then stay your travels, lay your pens adowne. 
For Csesar*8 works shall justly Cassar crownc !" 

Another sonnet, by R. Hudson, has been pub- 
lished by Mr. Pinkerton, in his Anc. Scot. Poems, 
vol. II. p. 351 ; and a third, by Dr. Lcyden, m 
Scottish Descriptive Poems, p. 231. 

HvMK, David, of God^frofi, well known for his con- 
troversial writings on religion and politics, was also 
tlie author of many Latin poems. A collection of 
tliem was publbhed at Paris, 1639, and some spe- 
cimens are included in the Del. Poet, Scot, ** He 
seldom or never rises above medocrity.*' Irving, 

Johnson, John, D.D. wrote some complimentary 
tributes, to be found in the Del. Poet. Scot. 

Johnston, Patrick. In tlie Bannatyno MS* there 
is a poem by this author, entitled ** The Tlirc Deid 
Powis," or the Three Deatli's Heads. It possesses 
a vigour not rivalled by many of his contemporaries* 
Lord Hailcs has published it ui his collection* 
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Keith, C. a student at the UniTenity of Aberdeen, 
wrote, about 1776, a number of pieces which ap- 
peared, with his initials, in the Edinburgh and 
Ruddiman*s Magazines. The " Farmer's Ha' " is 
still favourably remembered by the lovers of Scot- 
tish poetry ; but all his other pieces are unaccount- 
ably inferior. 

Kbr, John, Professor of Humanity in the University 
of Edinburgh, was one of the largest and best con- 
tributors to the Poetarum Scotorum Mune Sacre, 

KiNLocH, David, M.D. Some Latin productions by 
this author are preserved in the Del, Poet. Scot, A 
poet, of the same name, is commemorated by Sir 
David Lyndsay ; but none of his works are extant. 

Lapraik, John, author of the song ** When I upon 
thy bosom lean," was the " Old Scottish bard" 
whom^ Burns has so highly complimented in two 
epistles, to be found in his works. 

** There was a(i sang amang the rest, 
Aboon them a' it pleased me best. 
That some kind husband had addrest 

To some sweet wife : 
It tlirili'd the heart strings through the breast ; 

A' to the life. 

** Tve scarce heard ought describes sae weeU 
What gen'ruus manly bosoms feel ; 
Thougiit I, can this be Pope or Steele 

Or Bcaltie'swark ? 
They tnuld lue 'iwns an odd kind cliiel. 

About Muirkirk." 
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LzYTiy. JoHN.LLJ). So«niy after the de«ih €>f Ihii 
distingntshed poet and scbolar^ wkoiell a vidiB to 
£itigiM m fbUowiog the cxpeditkn 
tavia, ia 1811, and to the daoiptcrfa 
the feUowing notice of hb fife a 
in the Bombay Courier, from Ike able 
coontfTinan and friend, Genenl Sir Joka 
Whatever room theie anv be to 8«dl the : 
of Lejden's life with lubonlinate 
much to be doubted whether any 
sketch could give a coiapleler» jailer^ or 
esting ^ew of hu genins and chamdera 
ral Malcobn has here pieie&ted to the : 



To the Editor if the 




Sib,— I enclose some lines which havB ■» vabe 
hot what they derire from the tabject ; Ifaey «e aa 
unworthy but sincere tribute to one whom I haie 
long reganled with sentimrwti of cat e ei a aad alBee- 
tion, and whose loss I regret with the BOil oa- 
feigned sorrow : it will remain inHh thoae ate are 
better qualified than I am to do jnstioe to the aie- 
mory of Dr. Ley den. I oidy know, that he raae by die 
power of natire'genios, from the hnmUeat origfa!, 
to a Trry distinguished rank in the literary worid. 
His studies included almost erery biandi of hamaa 
science, and he was alike ardent in tiie purrait of 
all. The greatest power of his mind was peihapt 
shewn in his acquisition of modem and ancient 
languages. He exhibited an unexampled Iheilityt 
not merely in acquiring but in tracRig thdr aflhd^ 
and connexion with each other ; and, from that to- 
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lent, combined with his taste and general know- 
ledge, we had a right to expect, from what he did 
in a very few years, that he would, if he liad lived, 
have thrown the greatest light upon the more ab- 
struse parts of the History of the East. In this 
carious, but intricate and rugged path, we cannot 
hope to see his equal. Dr. Leyden had, from hit 
earliest years, cultivated the muses with a success 
which will make many regret that poetry did not 
occupy a larger portion of his time. The first of 
hi* essays, which appeared in a separate form, was 
'' The Scenes of Infancy, a descriptive poem," in 
which he sung, in no unpleasing strains, the charms 
of his native mountains and streams, in Tiviotdale. 
He contributed several small pieces to a collection 
of poems, called " The Minstrelsy of the Scottish 
Border,'* which he published with his celebrated 
friend, Walter Scott. Amonjj^ these, the ** Mermaid'' 
is certainly the most beautiful : in it he has sliewn 
all the creative fancy of a . real genius. His Ode 
" On the death of Nelson" is, undoubtedly, the best 
of those poetical effusions that he has published 
since he came to India. The following apostrophe 
to the blood of that hero, has a sublimity of thought 
and happiness of expression, which never could 
have been attained but by a true poet t 

" Blood of the brave, tliou art not lost 
Amid the waste of waters blue ; 
The tide that rolls to Albion's coast 
Shall proudly boast its sanguine hue ; 
And tljou slialt be the vernal dew. 
To fost^T valoui'ti daring seed ; 

N 3 
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Tbc generous plant shall still its stock renew. 
And hosts of heroes rise when one Bhall bleed." 

It is pleasing to find one on whom nature has 
bestowed eminent genius, possened of the iwxte 
essential and intrinsic qoalities which giw the 
truest excellence to the human character. The 
manners of Dr. Leyden were uiconrtl j, more* per- 
haps, from his detestation of the vices too geaenJlj 
attendant on refinement, and a wuh (indulged to 
excess from his youth) to keep at a marksil dia- 
tance from them, than from any ignorance of the 
rules of good breeding. He was fond of talking ; 
his voice was loud and had little or no modulation, 
and he spoke in the provincial dialect of hii iia« 
tive country. It cannot be surpriring, tlierefbie» 
that even his informaUon and knowledge, when lo 
conveyed, should be felt by a number of his henen 
as unpleasant if not oppressive ; but with all dww 
disadvantages (and they were great) the admiration 
and esteem in which he was always held bj tiioae 
who could not understand the value of his know- 
ledge, yet loved his virtues, shew how imposrfble it 
was to suppress a sense of his real wor&. Though 
he was distinguished by his love of libertyt and 
almost haughty independence, his ardent fediii|0 
and proud genius never led him into any Uoenlious 
or extravagant speculations on political subjects. 
He never solicited favours, but he was nused by the 
liberal discernment of his noble friend and patron. 
Lord Minto, to a situation that afforded him an op- 
portunity of shewing that he was as scrupulous 
and as inflexibly virtuous in the discharge of his 
public dutic5; as he was attentive in private life 
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to the dictates of morali^ and religion. It is not 
easy to convey an idea of the method which Dr. 
Leyden used in his studies, or to describe the un- 
conquerable ardour with which these were pursoed. 
During his early residence in India, I had a par- 
ticular opportunity of obsenrhig both. When he 
read a lesson in Persian, a person near him, whom 
he had taught, wrote down each sentence on a long 
slip of paper, which was afterwards divided into as 
many pieces as there were words, and pasted in 
alphabetical order under different heads of verbs, 
nouns, &c. into a blank book that formed a voca- 
bulary of each day's lesson. All this he had in- 
structed a very ignorant native to do, and this man 
he used, in his broad accent, to call one of bis 
mechanical aids. He was so ill at Mysore, soon 
after his arrival from England, that Mr. Andersen, 
the surgeon who attended him, despaired of his 
life ; but, though all his friends endeavoured at this 
period to prevail upon him to relax in his applica- 
tion to study, it was in vain. He used, when un- 
able to sit upright, to prop himself up, and he thus 
continued his translations. One day that I was 
sitting by his bedside, the surgeon came in, 'f I am 
glad you are here,*' said Mr. Anderson, addressing 
himself to me, '' you will be able to persuade Dr. 
Leyden to attend to my advice. I have told him 
before, and I now repeat, that he will die if he does 
not leave off his studies and remain quiet." ** Very 
well, doctor," exclaimed Leyden, "you have done 
your duty ; but you must now hear me : I cannot 
be idle ; and whether I die or live, the wheel must 
gu round to tlie last:" and he actually continued. 



\\ n*c'-ption in the f:f>cicty of tlu; Indian capH 

f-ntroat yon, my rhar friend/' I ^aid tohiin 
t he iaiiflcd, " to be careful of the iroprcs^i 

make on your entering this community : fo 
Make, ieam a little English, and be filen 
literary subjects, except among litenrj 
'* Learn English V* he exclaimed ; " no, nr 
was trying to learn tliat language that spo 
Scotch ; and, as to t^ing silent, I will proi 
hold my tongue, if you will make fools bold 
His memory was most tenacious, and be son 
loaded it with lumber. When I was atMj 
argument occurred upon a point of Eoglish 1 
it was agreed to refer it to Lcyden ; and 
astonishment of all parties, he repeated, Te 
tlie whole of an Act of Parliammt in the i 
James I. relative to Ireland, which decid 
point in dispute. On being asked, bow h 
to charge his memory with such extraordinar 
tcr, he said tliat several years before, when 
writing on the changes that had taken place 
English language, this Act was cme of the 
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with the fondest enthusmsm. I once went to tee 
him when he was very ill, and had been confined to 
his bed for many days : there were several gentle- 
men in the room. He inquired " if I had any news ?" 
I told him 1 had a letter ftom Eskdale. "And what 
aw tiiey iboatin the border ?" he asked. " A curioas 
circumstance/' I replied, ** is stated in my letter ;" 
and I frad him a passage which described the con- 
duct of our volunteeffs, on a fire being kindled by mis- 
take at one of the beacons* This letter mentiened, 
that the moment the blaae, which was the signal of 
invasion, was seen, the mountaineers hastod to 
their rendezvous, and those of liddisdale swam 
the Ewes river, to reach it. They were assembled 
(though several of their housef were, at a distance 
of sii and seven miles) in two hours, and at break 
of day tiie party marched into the town of Hawick, 
a distance of twenty miles from the place of assem- 
bly, to the border tune of <* Wba dare meddle 
wi' me ?" Leyden's countenance became animated 
as I proceeded with thb detail, and, at its close, he 
sprung from his sick-bed and with strange melody 
and still stranger gesticulations, sung aiond, ** Wha 
dare meddle wi' me ? Wha dare meddle wi'^joe ?'* 
Several of those who witnessed this scene, looked 
at him as one that was raving in the delirium of a 
fevei. These anecdotes will dbplay, more fully than 
any description I can give, the lesser shades of tlie 
character of this extraordinary man. An external 
manner certainly not agreeable, and a disposition 
to egotism, were his only defects. 

How trivial do these appear at a moment when we 
are lamenting the loss of such a rare combination 
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of virtues, learning, and genius, as were con 
trated in the late Dr. Leyden ? 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN MALCOU 

" Where sleep the brave i on Java's stnod. 
Thy ardent spirit, Leyden, fled ! 

And fame, with cypress, shades the land 
Where genius fell, and valour bled. 

When triumph's tale is westward borne^ 
On border hills no day shall gleam ; 

And thy lov*d Tiviot long shall moom 
The youthful poet of her stream. 

Near Jurats rocks, the Mermaids' stnfai 
Shall change from sweet to solemn laj; 

For he is gone, the stranger swain 
Who sung the Maid of Colonsay. 

The hardy tar, Britannia's pride. 
Shall hang his manly head in woe ; 

The Bard who told how Nelson died, 
With harp unstrung, in earth lies low. 

I see a weeping band arise, 
I hear sad music on the gale ; 

The dirge is sung from Scotia's skies ; 
Her mountains' sons their loss bewail. 

The Minstrel of thy native North 
Pours all his soul into tlie song ; 

It bursts from near the winding Forth, 
And Highland rocks the notes prolong. 
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Yes, he who struck a matchless lyre. 
O'er Flodden's field, and Katrine's wave, 

With trembling hand now leads the choir. 
That mourn his Leyden*s early grave." 



LiKDSAY, Christian,— 

** Quhen we are deid, that all our days daflSs, 
Let Christen Lyndsay wryt our epitaphs." 
So says Montgomery, in a sonnet addressed to R. 
Hudson ; but, of the epitaphs for which Lindsay 
appears to have been celebrated, not one is now 
known to be extant. The only production we have 
of Lindsay's, is a sonnet addressed to the said 
Hudson, in which he upbraids him for treachery to 
Montgomery. But Hudson was a courtier, and 
Lindsay says well: 

Bot Robene, faith ye did me not beguyle, 
I hopit ay of you, as of the lave. • 

LocKiiART, Sir Munoo, of Lee, is celebrated for his 
poetical talents, by Dunbar ; but none of his works 
have been traced. 

Lowe, Alexander, the author of the well-known 
song " Mary's Dream," was tutor in a gentleman's 
family in the south of Scotland ; formed an attach- 
ment to one of the daughters, the Mary of his song ; 
and, in a fit of tliwarted love, went off to the West 
Indies, or America. To his "Mary" he -also ad- 
dressed a poetical epistle, ofsome length, from across 
the Atlantic, which has never, it is believed, been 
publislied. The song of '* Mary's Dream" has, 
since its original publication, received two material 
improvements ; but, whether from the author him- 
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self, or the hand of another, ia uncertain. The 
first line stood thus : 

<* RJe Cynthia just had leach'd tfaefaiU.'' 
It has been changed, greatly for tiie better, into 

" The moon had climb'd the highest UlL" 
The first couplet of the second vene wm oiighially, 

" When Mary laid her down to sleep. 
And scarcely yet had closed her e'e." 

By an excellent alteration, we are let at onoe iato 
the whole story of this affecting ditty. 

*' When Maiy laid her down to aletp. 
Her ikougktt on Sandy, far mt jm." 

Macartbub, Samuel. A tragedy, by a penon of 
this name, entitled The Duke rfBothm^t was pnb- 
lished after the author's death, by J. Wood. 1780. 

Macdonald, ALKXANDsa. A schoolmaster at Aid- 
na-muichan in Argyleshhre, pabliahed* in ifSl, 
a Yolume of poems in Gaelic^ 

Macdonald, Banald, son of the pieccdfaig wiMer, 
produced, ia 1776, a collection of Gaelic aoaga, 
and other lyrical compositiont. '< Many of £e 
pieces are of the first nierit." A» Cmif M L 

Mackbnzib, Sxa Gaoaes, the celebrated lawyer, ia of 
the number of those who recal to lecoUeelion the 
lament of Pope. 

" How sweet an Ond was in Mtuiay loat'* 
His *' CsBlia's Country House and Closet," laaerted 
in Watson's Collection, ought to be read by every 
one in whom the political conduct of Hm antfaor 
may have produced a dislike to Us pcffMmal dui- 
racter. 



] 
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Mac Laurxn, John, Esq. (Lord Dreghorn.) " Ata 
very early period of life he displayed a natural turn 
for poetical composition, and among his school- 
fellows was distinguished by the name of the PotU 
Indeed, he had not only an early, but a constant 
attachment to the Muses, and it may therefore be 
thought surprising that he did not exert his talents 
more than be has done, and that what he has writ- 
ten is chiefly upon local subjects, and such as pro- 
bably in these times will not please the republic of 
letters."—- Li/e« prefixed to his works* — It is not 
however so " surprising that he did not e-xert his 
talents more," for in all that he ever wrote under 
the name of poetry, it would be difficult to disco- 
ver the least trace of poetic fancy. Lord Dreg- 
horn was an acute prose writer ', but it was from 
his school-fellows alone he could procure the name 
of a poet. 

Macpherson, Dr. John, author of Critical Disser- 
tations on the History of the Ancient Caledonians. 
A paraphrase of the Song of Moses, written by him, 
and published in the Scots Magazine for 1747, was 
much praised by Dr. Johnson. He said of it : ** It 
does liim honour ; he has a great deal of Latin, and 
good Latin." In the same Magaiine for Jane, 
1739, there b an original Latin ode by Dr. M., 
written while in the island of Barra, where he was 
a minister for some years. "It is very poetical," 
says Boswell, " and exhibits a striking proof how 
much all things depend on comparison ; for Barra, 
it seems, appeared so much worse to him than 
Sky, his natale solum, that he languished for its 
PART 6.] o N 
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blobsod luuuntains, ami thought himself, where he 
was, buried alive amongst barbarians." 

Macpukksonof STRATHMAisiEfWith whoiD tlie trans- 
lator of Ossian resided for some tinie, is aud to 
have been not only an excellent Gaelic scholar, but 
a poet of no small reputation. Several of his pie- 
ces are to be found in a collection published by 
Gillies Perth, 1796. They possess a consider- 
able degree of merit ; arc light, free, and spirited. 

Maitland. Joun, Lord Tiiiblstane, was the se- 
cond son of Sir Richanl Maitland, the poet and 
collector of poetry, and bom about 1537. In 15<j7 
he succeeded his father in the office of Privy Seal ; 
but in 1570 was deprived of it, on account of his|at- 
tachment to Queen Mary. In 1581 he was made 
a senator of the College of Justice ; in 1584 Se- 
cretary of State to James VI. ; and in 1585 Lord 
Chancellor of Scotland. In 1589 he attended 
James on his matrimonial excursion to Nonvaj» 
and passing the winter at Denmark, became inti- 
mately acquainted with Tycho Brahe. On his 
return with the king to Scotland, he was created 
Lord Maitland of Thirlstane. He died of a linger- 
ing illness on the 4th of October, 1595, and was 
much regretted by his sovereign, who lionoured his 
memory with the following epitaph : 

Thou, passenger ! tliat spies, with gazing eyes, 
Tliis trophic sad of Death*s triumpluuit dart. 

Consider, when this outward tombe thou sees. 
How rare a man leaves here his earthly part^ 

His wisdom and his uprightness of heart, 
Ili« piety, his practice of our state. 



SUPPLEMENT.— POETS. 147 

His quick ingine, so vast in every art. 
As equally not all were in debate : 
Thus justly hath his deatli brought forth a tale. 
An heavy grief in prince and subjects all. 
That virtue love, and vice do bear at hate. 
Though vicious men rejoyces at his fall. 
So for himself most happy doeth he die, 
Though for his prince it may unhappy be. 

Lord Thirlstane is spoken of by all his contempo- 
raries as a man of eminent abilities, and most ami- 
able disposition. He wrote several Latin epigralms, 
which have been published in the second volume of 
the " Delicia Poetarum Scotorum" Bishop Mon- 
tague, the editor of King Jameses works, alsd as- 
cribes to his pen some lines, entitled " De Cliasse 
Hispanise ; interpretatio carminis k Serenisimo 
Rege Scotis Conscripti " but Gassendi has 
claimed them for Tycho Brahe, a copy of them 
having been found among his papers, with the ini- 
tials of his name affixed. In his native language, 
Lord Thirlstane wrote a satire '* against Slanderis 
Tongues,*' and ** An Admonition to the Regent, 
Mar," both of which have been published by Mr. 
Pinkerton. 

IVf AiTLAND, Thomas, a younger son of Sir Rich- 
ard Maitland, wrote some Latin poems of indiffe- 
rent merit, which are published along with those 
of his brother, Lord Thirlstane, in the Del. Poet. 
Scot ; but he is better known as one of the inter- 
locutors in Buchanan's Dialogue De Jure Regnu 

IVIajoribanks, Captain John.— •* Trifles in Verse, 
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by a young Soldier," in 2 vols., were published at 
Kelso, in 1774, and to these a third Tolume was 
afterwards added. In 1798 a volume of the poeti- 
cal remains of " the late Captain John A^oii- 
banks" was published at Edinburgh, and it was then 
announced that Mr. M. was the " young soldier" to 
whom the public were indebted for the three pre- 
ceding volumes. 
Malcolm, James, contributor to theDeZ. Poet, ScoL 
Mathi^on, Rev. Thomas. He was oiiginallj a 
writer in Edinburgh, but abandoned the law for the 
church, obtained a settlement in the north of Eng- 
land, and was afterwards, through the interest of Pre- 
sident Forbes, presented to the living of Brechin, 
where he died, in 1754. He published, in 174S, 
" The Golf, an heroic comical Poem, in three Can- 
tos." It " has considerable merit." A, CampbelL 
Melvin, Andrew, Principal of New College, St. An- 
drews, is highly commended by Dempster^ for his 
Latin poetry. Some of his pieces are in the DH, 
PoeU iScot. 

Mercer, 

" That did in luve so lyfly write. 

So schort, so quick, of sentens hie.*' 

Dunbar^s Lament, 

The only piece, by this writer, extant, entitled Penll 
in Paranumrs, has been published by Lord Hailes. 

Mercer, Captain William, wrote " Anglut Spe- 
cti/um, or England's Looking Glasse;" a work often 
quoted for the incidental notices wliich it contains 
of the author's contemporaries. 

Mitchell, Joseph, was *' oncofaclub of small wits 
who, about 1719, published (at Edinburgh) a very 
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poor miscellany, to which Dr. Yoang, the author of 
the Night llioughts, prefixed a copy of versoa.'* 
Mr, Ramsay of Ochtertyre, He came afterwards to 
London, and was patroniised by the Earl of Stair 
and Sir Robert Walpole ; by the latter so parti- 
cularly, that he got the name of " Sir Robert Wal- 
pole's poet.'* He might have become affluent, but 
giving himself up to dissipation, lived in a state of 
constant distress. " The Fatal Extravagance," aXra- 
gedy, which was originally acted and published in 
Mitchell's name, was written by Aaron Hill, and 
made a present of by him to Mitchell, in order that, 
with the profits of it, he might relieve himself from 
some pecuniary difficulty. Mitchell was ingenu- 
ous enough to be himself the first to undeceive the 
public. The "Highland Fair,'* a ballad opera, 
brought uut in 1731, was his own composition, and 
is in a better vein of humour than any of his other 
pieces. Among Burns' MSS. there was found a 
memorandum, stating that " Pinky House" was 
•• by J. Mitchell." " He seems," says Gibber, '* to 
have been a poet of the third rate." Of his critical 
judgement there is a curious anecdote recorded. 
As soon as Thomson published his Winter, he pre- 
sented a copy to Mitchell, who gave him his opinion 
of it in the following couplet : 

" Beauties and faults so thick lie scatter'd here, 
Those I could rend, if these were not so near." 

Thomson replieci— 

" Why all not faults, injurious Milchell ! why 
Appears one beauty to thy blasted eye ? 

o 3 
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Damnation worse than thine, if worse can b< 
Is all I ohk, and all I want from tkcc" 

On a friend's remarking to Thomion that tbi 
prcMion of blasted eye would look like ft per 
reflection, as Mitchell really had that mikfor 
he made an awkward change of Uie epithet 
hUuilvg, A coll(M;tion of Mitchell's poems, ii 
volumes, was published in 17$9. 

MopFAT, John, if we may give cfcdittoftDA 
dum in the Bannatyne MS., was Uie author o: 
of the very best of our old Scottbh ballads, ' 
WifeofAuchtermuchty ;" but tliis addendum if 
more modem hand" tliantliat in which the poem 
is written. In Lord Ilailes's Collection there 
piece entitled " To remember the End,** his da 
which is undisputed ; but it is of little merit. 

MoNTiKTii, RoBKiiT, translated Buchanan's F 
JfVaterrimi, &cc.» Kdinb. 1704. Along with the 
published, <' Ane Theatre of Mortality," be 
collection of uiscriptions on the tombs of the ( 
Friars' Church Yard, Edinburgh. 

MoNTRosK, (James Grauam,) Mabquxi oi 
celebrated for his martial exploits, was also' 
vourite of the Muses. Watson, in bis CoUection 
published eight short amatory pieces, written b 
lordship ; in one of which, ** I'll never love 
more," his attachment to monarchy is, by wi 
allegory, very fancifully cxcroplificd. 

" And in tlie empire of thy heart. 

Where I should solely be, 
If others do pretend a part, 

Or dare to share with me, 
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Or committees if thou erect. 

Or go on such a score, 
I'll smiling mock at thy neglect. 

And never love tliee more.'' &c. 

Another piece, equally characteristic of this heroic 
chief, is his celebrated effusion on the death of 
Charles the First. 

" Great ! good ! and just ! could I but rate 
My griefs, and thy too rigid fate, 
I*d vireep the world to such a strain 
As it should deluge once again. 
Bat since thy loud-tongu'd blood demands supply 
More from Briareus' hands than Argus' eye, 
I'll sing thy obsequies with trumpets' sounds. 
And write thy epitaph with blood and wounds. 

Montrose." 
Written with the point of his sword. 

On hearing the terms of the cruel sentence, which 
was passed upon him for his adherence to the royal 
cause, he thus gave vent to his feelings : 

" Let them bestow on every earth a limb, 
And open all my veins, that I may swim 
To thee, my Saviour, in that crimson lake ; 
Then place my parboil'd head upon a stake ; 
Scatter my ashes, throw them in the air : — 
Lord, since thou know'st where all those atoms are, 
I'm hopeful, once thou'lt re-collect my dust ', 
And confident, thou'lt raise me with the just." 

In the catalogue of the British Museum, there is a 
tract entitled, ** De Rebus praeclare ab eo gestis," 
1647, 8vo., which is ascribed to his lordship. 
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])oem of such merit. Nichol was left, at the age of 
six, a iielplcss orphan, deformed, and nearly blmd ; 
lie afterwards carried a pack about the country ; but 
being of an inquisitive turn, he scraped together 
knowledge enough to become a schoolmaster. In 
his latter days he gave himself up to mtempermte 
habits, and died miserably. His body was found 
dead in a ditch by tlie road side, and buried at the 
expense of the parish. 

Pantubr, Dr. Patrick, Professor of Diviidty in 
the University of St. Andrew's. " I never saw the 
man,** says Principal Baillie ; " but his Valliados 
makes me love him, as one of the best poets I 
know living. The man has a bonny spirit, some 
tilings in all faculties.'' The '* Valliados,'** which 
was published at Edinburgh in 1633, is a Latin 
poem, in praise of the heroic exploits of Sir Wil- 
liam Wallace. 

Patersok, William, tlie friend of Thomson, and 
author of ** Arminius," a tragedy.->See life of 
Thomson, part II. p. 15^. 

Paul, . In Perron's Funeral Oration on the 

death of Ronsard, he gives to a Scotsman of the 
name of Paul tlie credit of having initiated that 
celebrated writer into the poetic art " Un gentil- 
homme Escossois nomm^ le Seigneur Paul, tris boa 
poete Latin, se plaisoit k lui lire tons les jonrs, 
quelque chose de Virgile ou d' Horace, Je loi inter- 
pretant en Fran9ois ou en Ecossois," &c. Of .this 
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Pbuvtcdick, Alexamdib, & burgen of Edlnbnrgh, 
paUuho) in 1730, " Streuu fton Hellaia ;" >Dd 
ID 17!G, "Flowen from Funurai." He wnite. 
■bo, MB higtorical MxooDt of the Bloe Kaake^ or 
Ciaftaman'i Banner; nni. jiint prfrimiiln liii ilialli. 
commenced n periodicitl woik uodet Ibe title of 
" EnterUunmenI for Ihe Cnrioos." He om an w- 
aidaoiu imitator of Alian Ramiay, and in mnbii 
pieces imitated Mm mtfa nicecn. Hialifcnn dii- 
sipated and itregolar, and if »eiiiajcredita poetic 
antlioiity, ended of s^anatioa in the ilrert*. In  
poem entitled " Clandero'i (WilMm'i) Fuewell to 
the Mutes, and Anid Reikie." be uji, 

" To shew the fate of Pennycnick, 
Who starring, died in tumpike-Beiik ; 
Though meet he snng, with oit and lenie. 
He, like poor Claud, irai short of pence," Ac 

FiTCAiHNE. An£H[BALD,M.D. AflcT tlic deaUi of 

itiis celebrated phjslcian, Roddunan published a 
small volume entitled, " Selecta Foemata Aichi- 
baldi Pitcaimii et aliomm, &c" The publica^on 
was intended to refute a remark of Peter Barmao, 
in his preface to hli edition of Bnchaaan'i History, 
Ibat the Latin Muses appeared to have deserted 
Scotland. " But," saja tiotd Woodhonaeiee, 
" tlie verj attempt affords a demonitialioo of the 
truth of the proposition it was meant to diaproTe, 
for Ibe poemt of Filcaiine compiiM almoat 4II that 
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are of aiiv merit in Uie volume : and eve 
from the nature of their subjects, — tempo 
litical satire, (agunst tlie Revolution,) the 
moration of IocaI incidents, or allusions U 
characters, — have none of the leqoisites 1 
eitlier a general or a permanent repots 
Dr. Pitcaime wrote also a corned j «JJe 
Assembly,*' which was printed at LondiM, 
Mr. G. Chalmers sajs it u " personml m 
cal, sarcastic and prophane, and never co 
been acted on any stage." A pleasing f 
of his poetical powers occurs in Donaldst 
lection, but is there isaid to be the work of 
ter Denestone," a nom-^-guem which 
was in the habit of using. It is entitled — 
:^o\i0'fMf, sive Lamiarum Vestestus; a poe 
king and queen of Fairy." It is in two 
Latin and English, and is in the following 
and fanciful strain. 

No sooner was their King attyr'd. 
As never Prince had been, 

But, as in duty was requir'd. 
They next array their Queen. 

Of shining thread shot from the sun. 

And twisted into line. 
On the light wheel of fortune spun, 

Was made her smock so fine. 

Her gown was very colour*d fair ; 

The runbow gave the dip ; 
Perfumed by an amber air, 

Breath'd from a virgin's lip, Sec. 
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ART, Uh) antagonist in Fitting of Montgomery, 
I, according to Dempster, Sir Patrick Hume of 
warth. 

ROSE, David, a clergyman, son of Dr. Gilbert 
mrose, was a principal contribator to the coUec- 
I of poetical tributes presented by the Univenity 
iklinburgb to Charles the First, on his vbit to 
inburgh. Besides some Latin verses, he wrote a 
Welcome," in his native tongue, which is almost 
only respectable performance in the collection. 
! manner in which it reminds the king of the an- 
it liberties of the Scottish people, is worthy of 
praise. 

—— gold fac*d Phoebus, measurer of tyme, 
h touch'd the circle of the northmostclyme, 
IV almost twice two hundred tymes and twaine, 
CO Scotland first enjoyed a soverayne. 

: all this while our princes did roaintaine 
•ir liberties unstain'd, which still remaine 
re deare to us, nor treasure, chylde, and wyfe, 
yet tliis flying sweet, our toylsoroe life. 

• ••••• 

• ••••• 

may bo beaten, but wc shall not flee, 
re dearc than lyfe to us is libertic." 

AY, Andrew, Professor of Divinity in theUni- 
ity of Edinburgh, from 1620 to 1630, is ex- 
'd by Lauder, in order to serve his purpose of 
ART 6.] r 
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depreciating Milton, as one of the greatest of modem 
poets. An elegant edition of bis Poemata Sacra 
occurs in Lauder*s Delectus Auctorum Saeromm 
Miltono Facem Prtducentium* The work consists 
of four books ; tbe first treats of the Creation ; the 
second, of the Happy Condition of Man before the 
Fall ; the third, of the Fall ; and the foarth and laat» 
of the Redemption of man. In hb manner of con- 
sidering these subjects, there is certainly, in many 
instances, a striking similarity to Milton ; but the 
general merit of the work is not great It shews 
some vigour of thought, but the versification is 
harsh and rugged. 

Reid, Thomas, Latin Secretary to James tbe Sixth, 
enjoyed no small reputation among his contempo- 
raries, for his Latin poetry , but though his pieces 
are preserved in the DeL Poet. &ot., the fame of 
their author has long since vanished. He had also 
a name for a collection of metaphysical IhcKS 
which he maintained at the University of Rostoch, 
but these also have become the prey of oblivloik 
The family to which this Reid belonged, could, at 
a later period, boast of another philosopher, wbose 
metaphysical reputation is less in danger of nif • 
fering from the hand of time. 

Rbnnie, John, was the author of a volume of mis- 
cellaneous poems, and another of pastorals, both of 
which reached a second edition. He wrote the 
well known song of " The Post Captun," and 
many other ditties of very unequal merit. When 
he first became known in London, he filled die 
humble situation of butler to Mr. Albudicey of Al- 
lardice. His songs introduced him to the acqnunt- 
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aaoe of tbepfaijen ; aadfrom his tetdineitln p«n- 
■liig « Steve, he became e tort of Ayminf luidL to 
tbe '4heatiet» fell iaio dinipAted liabiti» aad wet 
left, by thoiehe bed helped to edebiltj, to die in 
diilien* As eflRseUDs rffoniMteace atlonded Ut 
fbneftl. Af hia lemeint woe oenjlng ont of tiie 
botue wbeie be died, a coaple of baUad ttSfen were 
delightbg tbe oiowd widi ose of bis Iwoaiite 
tongt. ItwastoRennie^tbat ^TbeTbom** wai 
indebted for the additional Teae, beglnniag. 



« 



Then 1 thow'd her the ling, and implor'd her 
to marry," &c« 

Richardson, Profsssob Wiluam. This elegant 
and accoroprtsbed scholar paUbbed, in 1774, 
«« Poems, chiefly rural," 12mo.; in 1775, " An 
Epithalaroiura on tbe Marriage of tbe Duke of 
Athol and Mrs. Graham of Balgowan ;" in 1790, 
<* The Indians, a tragedy ;" and, subsequent to 
that period, several other pieces. 

BoBSRTsoN, Alsxamdsr, of StTouan, who snflbed 
proscription for Ms attachment to ttie Staart fltiBily , 
consoled himself by some little gallantry with the 
Mtifcs. His poetry is exceeded by his jacobitkm ; 
yet so favourably did his contemporaries think of 
it, that for some time he had the credit of. being 
the author of *' The Vision/' one of the very best 
of Allan Ramsay's compositions; but to which, 
for prudential reasons, he chose to give a fictitious 
parentage. 

Holland, John, of Dalkeith, was the author of 
two pieces of fanciful absurdity ; the one entitled 
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" Ane Treatise, callit The Court of Venus, dividit 
into four baikis ;" the other ** The Seven Sages, 
translatit out of proU into Scottis meiter» with ane 
moralitie aftir evcrie doctour^s tale, and sikljfke 
after the emprice tale ; togidder with ane loving 
and lawd to every doctor aftir his awin tale, and 
an exclamation and outcrying upon the Emperoi^s 
wyfe aftir hir fals contrused tale." 

RoLLOCK, Hercules, and 

Hose, John, contributors to the Del, Poet. Seat. 

Ross, Sir Joun, commemorated in Dunbar's La^ 
ment, but not otherwise known. 

Ross, Dr. Alexander. 

** There was an ancient sage philosopher 
That had read Alexander Ross over ; 
And swore the world, as he could prove, 
Was made of fighting and of love." 

Dr. Ross, whose name these sarcastic lines of 
Butler have, perhaps, done more to preserve, thai 
the work itself (View of all Religions) whic' 
suggested tliem, though it passed through man 
editions, and was translated into many langoagc 
was one of the most voluminous writers of t 
seventeenth century ; and among his works the 
in poetry occupy a prominent place. Sir Willi 
Urquhart styles him " a most learned and wor 
gentleman, and most endeared minion of the Mt 
who hatli written manye excellent books in 1 
and English, what in prose, what in verse, tha 
hath lived years." " The VirgUiut Evangeliia 
Dr. Alexander Ross," says Dr. Irving, " posi 
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nDch merit It & eeolo," It la > pictOM of tbe 
life of Chiiil, hi lipgiiige coUeotad enllrelj fnm 
.VirgiL Qninger, too, ttjt, thit it Ii tagtt^m 
and wu deienedly kdmiied. Of hii Mil HaUes- 
niun, >«e Bn accoDiil b; Ur. P«A iu hi) Cmmm 
lAttraria. 

BoiTi.. Two poel* of thi* name we mcntioaed by 
Dunbu, one ia swd to ht of ContorpUa, and the 
other (f Abirdim. A poem, with the ugnaton of 
Bmel, 0CCUI9 in the BsnnBt^ne MS. ; bnt that ia 
the ouly memoi'ul exlut of tfaeu poelieal bio- 
thert. 

RussEL, WitLiAH, LL-D. the historian of Modem 
and Ancient Europe, «bewecl great ambition to 
ahioe alio ai a poet; bat of all hia attenpi* tn 
thit path, not one waa ancceaifot. He commenced 
his lilenrj career, by publiihing A ColUttiM if 
Hoiem Poena by otiier autbon, whlcb haa been 
mucli more praiaed than may of hia own prodne- 
tioni. "Tlie Klecdon wai conudcred jndidoUi 
It included aeveial of the prodoctiona of Gray 
add Shenilone, the beantiea of whoae poetry he 
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coulcibutcd tu cilend their popularity in the nar- 

tliem pari of the island." Jrvui^. 
RusaEL, TuoHAi. "Two putoraj puemi, by 

Thomu Ruisel, Student in Phytic j to which ia 

prefixed, Fhjllii, a Luve Elegy, by the lUDe," 

were printed at Edinburgh in 176j. 
Scot, Captain Walter. In ISBB, there appeared 

" A true bialorie of aeverat honorable families of 

the Right flonoiable nanie of Scot, in the shlces 
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of Roxburgh and Selkirk, and others adjacent 
Gathered out of the ancient Chronicles and Tra- 
ditions of our fathers. By Captain Walter Scot, 

An old souldier and no schoUgr, 
And one that can vnite none, 
But just the letters of his name* 

Edinburgh, printed by the heir of' Andrew AndeN 
son, Printer to His most sacred Majesty's City and 
CoUege." 

Although ** no scholler," Captain Walter Scot 
has contrived to give his " true historie^in rhyme. 
To a genius of other times it was reserved to give 
true poetical immortality to the name of " Walter 
Scot" 

Scot, Sir John, at whose expense the M. Poet* 
Scot, edited by Dr. Arthur Johnatcm, was pub- 
lished, was himself a contributor to that cdleciion* 

Scot, John. Another contributor to the same* 

Scot, Sir William, of Thirlestane, Bart, the 
friend and contemporary of Allan Bamsay, " wrote 
a poetical Inscription for that poet, in lAHn, 
which, with other pieces by him in the Hune 
language, was published in the Selecta Poemata 
of Dr. Pitcaime, &c. He died at Edmbnrgh on 
the 8th October, 1725. 

Sf.goat, Thomas. Some Latin poemi by this au- 
thor, which may be found in the De/. Pout. Seat, 
vol. $, are praised by Borrichius. Two piecef, 
not inserted in this collection, occur in Justi Uptii, 
Sapienti(B et Litterarum Antistitis, Fama Pottkmmm, 
" He appears to have *al8o composed several worki 
in prose, but these are of very rare occnrrenoe." 

Irving, 



SiicriL Of Suaru, Robibt. A **rietj of poena, 
t)?  penon of thii umB, ■pprarBiltbmtlbejeki 
1670. Mr. Sibbild hu bnn pleurd (o iMke • poec 
of him ; and Mr. TtA, leu Kcnpoloui (ban he 

ought to hare been In nralUng (ho " " ' ' 
rojkl and noble Aatbon," bia, on Sit 
ritj. added  " Bobert Lord Scin|dl" 1 
Dr. Iiriog conaideia tbe prateniioa to bo llcUeii< 
laa>> It IB in fact altogether a conjectanl dlipdly, 
neithoi »[q>oiled b; any thing in the pndoetkini 
of the peraon of Ifaii Dame, nor by the tcaditionaiy 
bialoiy of the Semjula. According to the latter, 
the Robert Sempil in qaeation, «M a bntfaer of 
the Sir James Sempil next mentioned, who wai the 
head of a branch only of the nobie fiuidly of that 
name. Of hii poetic merit), Dempaler hai farauied 
us with a ungularlj gWiag deacription i— 

"Semple, cJaro nomine poeta, col patriol aenoo 
lanlum debet, ut nntii ploa debeie erudlli ftteeBtni ; 
felli In eo oIoT, tempeTKtam jndichini, ma biren- 
tio, dictio pura ac Candida ; qolbna dotlbni Kegi 
Jacobo chaiiasimus fait ; acripiit catmloK aaMtOria. 
ut Piopertii sanguiaem, TlbuJIi lac, Oridii mel, Cal- 
timachi sadorem Ecquaase pleiiiqne doetia vldeatur." 
But the wotth of anj compliment from to fabolous 
a writer a: Dempster, it is unneceaaarj to diacuu. 
It ma; sufEce to uy, that in no work of Robert 
Sempit's eitant is there the alightest foundation for 
aucb extravagant pniie. His " Caimioa amatorla" 
arc all of a grosa deiciiptioa ; lome of them have 
disgraced the " Evergreen" of Bamaay ; and, 
through gome mlaconceptioD (for it could only be 

through that) Mr. Parit hu pennilied one of them 
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(the Flcminge Berge) to stain the pages of the Con- 
tinuation of Lord Orford's Catalogue. Mr. DalyeJl, 
wlio lias republished * a satire from the same pen, 
entitled ''The Legend of the Bischop of StAndiou' 
Lyfc, callit Mr. Patrick Adamsone, alias Coos- 
teane," has thought it necessary, in the preface, 
(written probably, as most prefaces are, after the 
work tliey precede) to "regret haying preseired 
such a compound of vulgarity, passion, and male- 
volence." To this Robert Sempil also belong 
''The Siege of the Castcl of Edinburgh, Imprentit 
at Edinburgh, be Robert Lekpreuik, 1573/* and 
the following pieces, preserved in Ames; "The 
Rcgentis Tragedie," (seventeen nine-line stanaas) 
1370, and " My Lord Methvenis, Tragedie," 
(twenty-four nine -line stanzas) 1572. In Birrers 
Diary, a play, written by Robert Sempil, is said to 
have been represented on the 17th of Jan. 1568, 
before the Regent and others of the nobility : but 
what play we are left to guess. Mr. Sibbald and 
Mr. Campbell * suppose it to have been the play of 
"Philotus," because a play of tliis name, written fifty 
years on the one side or other of 1568, is still without 
any recognized author. If " Fhilotus" conld on 
any more feasible ground be assigned to Robert 
Sempil, it would do him an honour never to be 
derived from his more authenticated producUons ; 
for though its plot is altogetlicr indecent and im- 
I)robable, and many more than " but two lines 



* Scottish Poems of the sixteenth Century. 
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are immodest/'* it contains some descriptions of the 
state of society at that period, which are valuable 
for their manifest truth and simplicity. According 
to Dempster, Robert Sempil died in 1595. 
SsMpix., Sib James, was a favourite with King James 
- Ihe Sixth, and employed by him on an embassy to 
England, and knighted on his return. In 1601, 
he was sent ambassador to ¥iranoe,'and there is still 
extant, in the possession of his descendant^, a pass- 
port or order from the English court, dated at 
Richmond, October 4, 1601, countendgned Bo. 
Cecyll, directing that he shall be conducted, 
with all due respect befitting the dignity of an 
ambassador, through England to Dover, on his way 
to France. Sir James possessed a turn for poetry, 
and was author of *' The Packman and tiie Priest," 
a satire, in which the absurdities of popery are ex- 
posed. Stat» Account. 

It is apparently from the events of this diplo- 
matist's life, that Sibbald has made up a life for his 
imaginary Lord Robert. According to Dempster, 
Robert Sempil, the writer, died in 1595 ; but as this 
would have excluded any pretension to the embas- 
sies. Lord Robert is made to live till 1611, which was 
about the time of Sir James's death. 
Skmpil, Robert, the son and successor of Sir James, 
is said, in the Statistical Account, to have been the 
author of the well-known Elegy on Habie Simpson, 
the Piper of Kilbarchan. Leyden, on the contrary, 
has ascribed it to Mr. Hamilton of Gilbertfield, as 



• Pinkerton. 
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well as the writer of the life of that poet, (see Part 
III. p. 98.) It is not improbable, however, that 
Sempil was the real author, for Kilbarchan u in the 
coantry of the Sempils. 

Sempil, Fbancis, son of the last Robert Sempil, was 
an adherent of the Stuart family. He wrote several 
panegyrics on James XL, while Duke of York and 
Albany, and on the birth of his children; also 
satires upon the whigs, some of which still remain 
in MS. He was the author likewise of a piece of 
considerable merit, entitled, " The Banishment of 
Poverty," and of a well-known song» " She rose 
and let me in." Stat, Account. 

A grandson of this Francis Sempil, called Robert, 
deserves to be incidentally mentioned as a lemariL- 
able instance of longevity. He died in 1789, at 
the age of one hundred and eight He was the 
first in the nomination of justices of peace fiMr 
Scotland, in 1708, being the year after the Union. 
Towards the close of life his memory gradually 
failed him, but two incidents of his early daya re- 
mained impressed on his mind after all others ap- 
peared effaced. The first was, his being present 
while the witches were burnt at Paisley, in 1697, 
the last detestable exhibition of that kind in Scot- 
land. The second was, his ha\ing seen Peter the 
Great, at Archangel, amusing himself with some 
sea animals in a pond, when one of them snapped 
at him and bit the cock off his hat. This last oc- 
currence he continued to repeat to the day of his 
death, after he had i'orgotten every other. 

Shaw, Quintin, is mentioned by Douglas and 
Lyndsay as a poet of eminence. Kennedy styles 
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bin "hii coana Qniiittue and bi* eonaluM." 
One piece bj him, entitled, " Ad*ico to • OoM- 
ijei," a pmeired in tlui Maitlud colleetis*. 
SlMKH, Ahubxit, miiiiBtei of KiikiMKr, ia OsUo- 
nty, and aneiwiuila, by na nnninal tniwtlon, 
printer in EdinhnTgfa, wtu the ZadiuUh Boyd of 
bii da;. InieOir,heptibli>hedhb "Tripatriinhi- 
con," or tbe Lite* o( the three Pablarchi, Abia- 
bun, Isaac, and Jacob. It i« a prettj e:uct lenion 
of the ui'tptural hutorj, and after the followtag 
unuaing fashion. 

When Jacob saw these flocki, and ber that brought 
The same onto the well, affection taoghl 
Him whit todo; he roll'd Rwa; the slono 
From off the well, and waler'd them each one ; 
He kisies Rachael, and he weeps (O lare!) 
For jo;, no doubt ; and then be dolh declare 
Unto her what he was. I aro, autli he, 
YouT cousin- getman. 

Mr. Simson wrote also a doleful lamenlallon on 
tlic ■' hnrrld miiTdei" of Archbishop Sharpe, 167». 
"fs Scotland Sc;t>iia! i 



j'angera wi 



when this i 



As llkcnias several elegiac venea on other 
worthies of that Scjilhiin age. 
SaiNNKB, the Re*. Josh, titular bi^iop of tbe 

Episcopalian persiu^n, was the aathorof TuUoeh- 
gnvm, JoKn o' Badtmfan, and ie*eral other highly 
popular songs. In a letter to Bams, dated Mtb 
Nowmher, 1787, he says. 
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"A small portion of taste tbb way I have had 
almost from childhood, especially in tlie old Scottish 
dialect ; and it is as old a thing as I remember, my 
fondness for Christ's Kirk o' the Green, which I had 
by heart ere I was twelve years of age, and which, 
some years ago, I attempted to torn into Latin 
verse. While I was young I dabbled a good deal 
in these things , but, on getting on the black gown, 
I gave it pretty mucli over, till my daaghtera grew 
up, who, being all good singers, plagued me .for 
words to some of their favourite tunes, and so ex- 
torted those effusions, which have made a pnblic 
appearance beyond m^'^ expectations and contrary 
to ray intentions ; at the same time, that I hope 
there is nothing to be found in them uncharacteriftic 
or unbecoming the cloth, which I would always 
wish to see respected." 

Mr. Skinner's translation of Christ's Kuk on the 
Green may be found in a collection, entitled, 
** Carminum Kariorura Macaronicorum Delectus, 
Fasciculus Primus." £din. 1801. Dr. Irving says 
of it, " The genuine humour of the original is by no 
means transfused into this version. King James 
presents us with a succession of highly lodicroas 
objects, and never fails to mark them with the cha- 
racteristic lines of his bold pencil, but Skinner has 
often contented himself with general representation 
of the sense, and has suffered those arch pe^oli- 
arities of manner to elude hb grasp." Mr. SUtinftr 
wrote also a Latin version of Ramsay's tale ci the 
Monk and the Miller's Wife, and Batrachomyomaehim 
Homeri, Latinis vestita cum additatMntu* Bnt in 
neither of these classical vagaries was he more sue* 
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cesaful than in his translation of Christ's Kirli on 
the Green. 

Smollet, Tobias, M.D. was perhaps as great a poet 
as lie was a novelist ; but his reputation with tho 
multitude rests on the works of prose fiction which 
he has written ; and it is to a future series of Lives 
of Scottish Novelists that we must therefore refer for 
a full account of his life, character, and writings. 
His poetical pieces arc not numerous, but there are 
among them some which deserve to rank among the 
finest productions in the English language. The 
•• Tears of Scotland," and •' Ode to Independence^" 
are master pieces in the pathetic and sublime ; nor 
has the remembrance of youthful scenes ever been 
sung more sweetly than in his " Ode to Levon 
Water." 

Steel, David. *• The Ring of Roy Robert," a piece 
of no merit, stands ascribed to a Dean of this name 
in the Maitland collection. 

Stevenson, William, M.D. published, in 1765, 
'* Original Poems, on several subjects," in two 
volumes. The author, in a modest preface, says, 
<* An apology here is altogether unnecessary, as a 
bad performance can never pretend to preserve it- 
self from contempt by any consideration of this 
kind, and a good one will make its way to the fa- 
vour of the public under every disadvantage of a 
more adventitious and extraneous nature." It is 
sufficient to sny that the poems of Dr. Stevenson 
have not made their *' way to the favour of the 
public." 

Stewakt. St'voral pieces with this signature occur in 
tiir ( ollrctiuns of Allan Ramsay, Lord llailci, and 

PARI (».] Q 
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Sibbalii. Aicorvling to Sir David Lindsay, there 
xsQTc two poets of this namo. 

Srono, nu'iitioiit'd in Dunbar's Liment. 

Stonk, Jkromk, a native of ilic parish of Scoonie, in 
Fifcshirts was ahnost as rcmarkabiu an instance as 
his mure colchratod namesake, Edmund Stoitt, the 
matliotnatirian, of the power of native genius to 
raise itHcIf from obscurity. ]Ic was at first nothing 
more than a pedlar hoy ; he afterwards gave op 
dealing in trinkets and toyb, for the more respect* 
able occupation of an itinerant bookseller : having 
hooks, he began to stuily tliem ; finding some which 
were in tongues unknown to bini, he applied to the 
learning of Hebrew, then of Greek, and lastly of 
Latin ; and, with little or no assistance, became a 
proficient in all of them. Passing often in the 
couru' of his business tlirougli St.Andrew*s, his sin- 
gular acquisitions came at length to the knowledge of 
the. professors ; nnd witli a liberality which did them 
honour, they gave him free access to their lectures, 
lie attended the sessions regularly, and studied with 
such diligence, tliat, ere three years more, he was 
distinguisluHl among the students for his proficiency 
in almost every branch of leaniing. lie now ob- 
tained the situation of assistant to the rector of tlic 
grammar-school of Dunkeld, and in three years 
after, the rectorship itself. As the Gaelic was the 
prevailing language of the district in which he was 
thus settled, he rcsi'IviHl to add a knowledge of that 
to his other attainments ; and when he liad done so, 
was so charmed with the relics of Gaelic poetry 
which came in his way, tliat he made translations 
of many of them into Knglish, winch he sent to tlio 
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Scots* Magazine, where they made their appearance 
chiefly during the years 1752, 1755, and 1756, and 
vrere not a little admired. This was before Macpher- 
son had published any of his dubious versions. Mr. 
Stone now commenced a work of great labour and 
ingenuity, entitled *< An Enquiry into the Origin of 
the Nation and Language of the ancient Scots, with 
conjectures respecting the primitive state of the 
Celtic and other European Nations," but had only 
advanced a small way in it, when (1757) a fever 
put an end to his life, while yet only in the thirtieth 
year of bis age. He left, in manuscript, an allegory 
entitled *' The Immortality of Authors," which has 
been published, and often reprinted since his death. 
"A lasting monument of lively fancy, a sound 
judgement, and a correct taste." Stat. Account. 

Stormont, David Murray, first Viscount, elder 
brother to William Earl of Mansfield, and fatlier to 
David, the second Earl, is reported, says Lord Or- 
ford, to have written " An Elegy sacred to the 
Memory of John Earl of Strathmore, who was 
killed in 1715 ;" but which was not printed. His 
lordship died in 1748. Douglass, in his Peerage, 
calls him a man of great learning, knowledge, and 
integrity. Ho married Aune, only daughter and 
heiress of John Stewart, Esq., of Invernytie, by 
whom he had issue, two sons and two daughters. 

Stormont, David, second Viscount, inherited his 
father's elegiac taste, and has established rather a 
belter claim to a place in the ** Catalogue of royal 
and noble Authors," by a poem of some length, 
" On the Death of Frederick Prince of Wales." It 
was published in the " Union, or Select Scots and 
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English Poems/' published at Edinburgh, 1753; 
but appears to have escaped the notice of Mr. Park, 
the able continuator of Lord Orford's work. We 
ieam from the poem that it was composed in France, 
and from an invocation of " Wolsey's spadoDS 
Dome," that its author was of Christ Church, 
Oxford. It is written with considerable tute, but 
in blank verse, not so well paced as could have been 
wished. The opening lines bespeak attrition by 
their sweetness and modesty. 

Little 1 whilom deem'd my artless zeal 

Should woo the British Muse in Foreign land. 

To strains of bitter argument, and teach 

The mimic nymph, that haunts the winding verge. 

And oozy current of Parisian Seine, 

To syllable new sounds in accents strange. 

But sad occasion calls : Who now forbears 
The last kind office ? Who but consecrates 
His offering at the shrine of fair renown. 
To gracious Frederic rau'd ; tho' but compot*d 
Of the waste flow'rets, whose neglected hues 
Chequer the lonely hedge or mountun slope ?*' 

Strahan, George, contributor to the Del. Poet, 
Scot, 

Sydserf, Sir Thomas, wrote a comedy called "Tar- 
rugo's Wiles, or The Coffee House," which was 
performed before the Duke of York (James IL) 
when he kept a court at Holyrood House. He is 
said to have written another play, entitled " Mar- 
ciano, or the Discovery." 

Tanmahill, Robert, author of "Jessie the Flower 
of Dumblane,'* and several other popular love 
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ditties, wblch entitle Iiim to rank with the very best 
song writers in our language, not even excepting 
Burns, was bom at Paisley, on the Srd of June, 
1774. His parents were poor, tend unable to give 
him more than the roost ordinary school edu- 
cation. At an early age he was bound apprentice 
to a weaver, and followed that occupation till his 
death. As soon as he became known for the pos- 
session of poetical talents, his acquaintance was 
courted by many who were much his superiors in 
station ; but nothing was ever done to raise him 
above the obscurity and hardship of his original 
condition. A collection of his pieces was pub- 
lished at Paisley, and such profit as may have 
accrued to him from its sale, was all the re- 
ward ever conferred on a bard whose strains were 
soon on every tongue. The neglect of the world 
appears to have weighed heavily on a mind naturally 
of strong sensibility ; and, producing a hopelessness 
of ever emancipating himself from circumstances so 
ill suited to his genius, ended in a confirmed melan- 
choly. While in this low situation, he received a 
visit from the celebrated Mountain Bard, Mr. Hogg, 
who had made a lung pilgrimage to see and con- 
verse with one who, like himself, was a child of 
poverty and song. After a night spent in the most 
delightful communion of sentiment, Mr. Hogg 
took his departure, and Tannahill accompanied him 
half the way to Glasgow. The parting was mourn- 
ful; *' Farewell!" said Tannahill, " we shall never 
meet again." The words were prophetic ; the heart- 
struck bard had already t ikcn tliat resolve which 
was too surely to bring about tlieir accomplishmcut. 

y 3 



place In Dunbar's Lament. 
Tylkr, Ai.KXANDEii, " Prcsbytcr," was miii 
Kinnellos, in Angussliire, abuut the end 
scveuteenth century. In 1681, he pi 
'* The Tempest , being an account of a da 
passage from Burntisland to Leith, in a boa 
the Blessing ; in company of Claverhoiue, 
gentlewomen, ministersy and a whole a 
common passengers, on the 26th of No^ 
1681." The clerical part of the company 
to have been on their way to Edinburgh, 
tlic oaths required by the Test Act Mr. Pi 
Tyler*s description of the storm is in most i 
measure, but contains some striking imagei 
b droll withal. Thus, describing the regu 
cession in which the enormous billowi assaiJt 
frail bark, he says, 

** Each kept his time and place 
As if they meant to drown ut with a graei : 
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toUntoMof AndiNu** AndllNit Mggefled aftur 
. liagerwti*»«UtMtltt«<BI«MilnoftlieIi«Bti^ 
Ax^d(Mn«fliwinottivriBeibie tad hevolc John the 
nOid, S3iigof PolMri,*» in wfvnbookf, publidMd 
1685. Jhb foNonrinf k the •ntlior'i wm iage- 
nvMNM and ivhimical Mcowit of theie MoDoiit t 
*' I cui ■asore my retder albfehaiid, tlnre b bo- 
thing fai«U tUapieoe to fooomiMwl it but Ihe ex- 
oelloicy of a noble end n^ty lobjeet, connelj 
enough managed, and a gieat many haiah names 
•caroely irersified ; and it may be, not a few tri* 
crambiet rowling lines (fn expressing the emphasis 
of a conceit) not as yet much used*** A moie ciai^ 
production never was penned. It is in such ** tri- 
ciambiet*' lines as thu following, that the author 
celebrates his hero, 

** James Sobiesk, Castellan of Cracow, 

Father of elder Mark, and this John too. 

• •••••• 

• « • 

urto is said to be greater than 

— »- Cyrus, roixt with Alexander— 

Or Pompey knit with C»sar, Rome's commander, 

Or Annibal agreed with Scipio, 

Or Belisarius with Stilico," &c. 

Tytlsr.Dr. H.W. of Brechin, who died at Edin- 
burgh, August 24, 1808, aged fifty-nix, was first 
known to the public as an author by ** Psdotro- 
pbia, or the Art of Nursing Children, a poem hi 
thiee books, translated from the Latin of Sonvole 
de St. Marthe, with medical and historical notes ; 
a life of the Author, from the French of Michel 
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and Niceron ; hh Epitaph," &cc. The work has been 
commended nj the critics. At Dr. T.'s death, he 
left in 3IancM;ript " The Works of Cdlimachiu, 
translated into English verse ; the Hymns and Epi- 
grams from the Greek, with the Coma Bcveniccs 
from the Latin • f Catullus ; with the otI^hmI teat 
and notes." This is said to be the fiirt tiMslafiow 
cf a Greek poet, written by a native of Scotfamd ia 
the English language. The pnbHeatioD of it was 
kindly edited by the eari of Bochan, who aays, 
that Dr. T. with a view to prepare himsrif far the 
translation of Callimachns, compared every fine of 
the Iliad witli Mr. Pop^r's tianslatioii, whereby be 
put himself in a congenial frame for the mdcstak- 
ing tfi do justice to his author. "It carries with h," 
-ays the Critical Review, ** the appeatanee of Bucfa 
a»iduity, and its worth is enhanced by a great hbb- 
ber of learned and useful notes." Hie fbUowiag 
notice of some other works by Dr. T. is lunushcd 
by Mr. 2tkichol&, in his Anecdotes. " Dr.Tytlcr was 
the author of a ' Voyage from the Cape of Good 
Hope, and other pieces,' in the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine and other periodical works ; and completed 
a translation of the seventeen books of the Ponies 
of Silius Italicus, with a Preface, in which the 
merits of Silius as a poet are accorately diseosscd, 
with a Commentary digested in alphabetical older, 
explaining difficult passages, and containing an 
account of the persons and places mentioned in the 
Poem, and both the ancient and modem names of 
the towns, countries, and rivers. To the whole was 
added a copious index, bat it does not appear 
that it ever was puhKihed." 
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Urquhart, Sir Thomas.- So incompuable adia- 
ncter as this ** jewel" of ancient ttmes, could not 
fail to inclade poetry in the uiUTenality of hb ae- 
complishments. Indeed, as fiu as the qnalitf of 
invention is concerned, every thing he iviote may 
be said to have been in the highest degree poetical. 
Where he puts on the external garb of a poet, how- 
ever, as in his " Epigrams,** he presents much less 
of the character than in some of his prose iliapso- 
dies about the great men of the Scottish iiatibn ; 
where the luxuriance of ius fimcy would diaim 
even the gravest What a pi^ that crediton ^er 
should be cruel ! ** Had I not,'* says Sir Thomas, 
'" been pluck'd away by the importoaity of my cre- 
ditors, I would have emitted to public view above 
five hundred several treatises oa inventioiis, never 
hitlierto thought upon by any." We may con- 
clude, that one half of the number at least would 
have been poetical ! When liave the Muses sustained 
such a loss ? 

ViLANT, William. "Psalms, Hymns, and Spi- 
ritual Songs, in two parts," by this author, were 
printed at Edmburgh, in 1689. He wrote also a 
*' Gospel Call, in metre." 

Watso-n, Allan, among the signatnret intbeBa- 
natyne MS. 

Watson, David, bom at Bcechinin 1710, was edu- 
cated at the University of St Andrew's, and after- 
wards became professor in the college of St Leo- 
nard. On the union of that college, in 1747, with 
the college of St Salvador, Watson went to Lon- 
don, where he completed his well known translation 
i>f Horace; but he suffered himself to be carried 
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away by a turn for dissipation, which involved him 
in difficulties. He died at London in 1750, in 
great distress. Besides his translation of Horace, 
he published also A History of the Heathen Gods, 
for the use of schools. 

Wedderburn, James. " One James Wedderbum 
wrote plays (1540) in the Scottish hmgiuge. In 
a tragedy on the bebeadmg of John the Baptitt, 
he treated the corruptions of reKglon severely ; and 
in a comedy, — the History of Dionysius the Ty- 
rant — he likewise attacked the Papbts, which were 
both performed at Dundee. He counterfeited also 
the conjuring of a ghaist." (Calderwood.) — Dal- 
yeWt Remarks on a Booke of Godly and SJ^ntmaU 
Songs, 

Wedderburn, , a brother of the preceding, 

was fiist a Catholic, and then turned Protestant. 
Being persecuted as an heretic by the clergy, he 
fled to Germany, where be heard Luther and Me- 
lancthon. He translated many of Luther's prin- 
ciples into Scottish verse, and changed many ob- 
scene songs and rhymes into hymns. After the 
death of James V. he returned to Scotland; but 
having been again accused of heresy, he fled Into 
England, where he probably died about the year 
1556."— Da/]/eW. 

Weddsrburn, , a tliird brother of the same &- 

mily as the two last writers, was vicar of Dundee, 
and ill learning is sud to have surpassed the others. 
He went to Paris, and there associated with the 
Reformers ; and at Cardinal Beaton's death return- 
ed to his native country. " He turned the tones 
and tenor of many profane ballads into godlie 



SUPPLEMENT POETS. 179 

song9 and hymns, which were called the Psalms of 
Dundee ; whereby he sUned up tlie affections of 
many." — Calderwiml's MS, History, — DalyelL 

It is among these three brothers that the honour 
of producing " TheBooke of Godly and Spirituall 
Songs'* is divided. It is probable, that they had ail 
a share in it. 

Weooerburn, David, the friend of Dr. Arthur 
Johnston, was also a cultivator of Latin poetry. 
See Del. Poet, Scot, An elegy, addressed by him 
to Johnston, is one of those productions of modem 
Latinity which Mr. Wasse recommends for repub- 
lication. *' Wedderbum," says Dr. Young, " is 
not so generally known as a commentator, as one 
of the Latin poets , but his posthumous edition of 
Persius, which, by the care of his brother Alexan- 
der, was published at Amsterdam, (1664) ought to 
have secured him a respectable place among our 
philologers." Wedderburn was rector of the 
grammar school of Aberdeen. 

Wilson, Florence, known among the learned by 
the name of FUyrmtius Volusenut, In the excel- 
lent work by this author, *< De Traaquilitate 
Animi," there are several little pieces of Latin 
poetry of hb own composition, «rhioh are only ri- 
valled in elegance by the productietta of his con- 
temporary and countryman, Buchanan. 

Wilson, Gavin, poet laureat to the lodge of St. 
David's. " I knew Gavin Wilson ; he was an ho- 
nest merry fellow, and a good boot, leather-leg, 
arm, and hand maker, but as sorry a poetaster as 
ever tried a couplet." — A, Cflwj/)6e//.— He pub- 
lished, in 1788, a collection of his poetical per- 
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fonuuiccs, under Ihe title of •' A CollMlioa uf 
Muonic Songs and enlertaintDg Anecdotes for the 
uBC of nil the Lodges." la a ihyming piebce, 
sddreiscd to the courteom reader, he ipeaki, him' 
self, Tcr; CDntempliiousIy of liii ptodactioBs, ud 
as an excuse foe publiihiug Ihem. pleada tbe im- 
]K)tliiiii(; of his friends. 

" Yon ue mquisitiie, no doabt, 
Hon this odd (tncj comei about. 
That uld unlclter'd Uathtr-Uxatir 
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